Talk at EMC:
GWLN was founded five years ago on two premises.  
First -- the major global issues of today such as poverty, hunger, AIDS, and sustainability will not be solved in ordinary ways.  

They have not been solved by the billions of $ in loans from the World Bank, although these funds have begun construction of necessary infrastructure.  

They have not been solved by the millions from the Gates Foundation or the Clinton Initiative – although these are bringing relief in many necessary areas.  

Second – these “swamp” issues can be solved by engaging EVERY leader from the villages to the capitals to find innovative and localized solutions.  

That is why each year we are bringing women leaders from the developing world to Santa Clara University to expand their leadership capacity.  After December’s session, we will have over 100 women leaders working in 28 countries to bring about global change.

Why do we focus on women?  Because it makes sense!  We can ill afford to leave out half of the world’s population.  We can ill afford to continue to perpetrate discrimination producing --  
1. Inequitable working conditions, wages, etc.  

·    Comprising 30% of the labor force

·    Doing 66% of the work

·    Making 10% of the world’s income

·    Owning 1% of the land
2. Substantial numbers being trafficked – 27 million, mostly women, in slavery in the 21st century
3. Women being hit harder by disease – 1 in 16 women die in childbirth in Africa 

4. Ravaged by war – the victims of rape and w/c being 80% of the refugees  
5. Uneducated – 2/3 of the world’s illiterate due to preference for males 

You would be amazed at how many people we talk to who are surprised by them.

Each year we recruit and bring to Santa Clara University women who are already capable leaders.  Women like Lucky Chhetri who started 3 sisters Adventures in Nepal which trains women to be trekking guides.  Women like Gacheri Ikonya who has the courage to protest the corruption surrounding selling grain reserves while the population of Kenya starves.  Women like Patricia Rain who has organized the tropical farmers of the world to band together and find ways to survive the vagaries of world market conditions for coffee, vanilla and other commodity crops. 

We train these leaders to be more authentic, bold, and creative.  We help them to see that the barriers to their progress, while seemingly insurmountable are, as one participant stated “made of straw”.

After the training, we coach them for three months through the wonders of SKYPE in achieving a major breakthrough in their communities.  

We network them together – providing access to information, moral support, and advice to each other.  

In the last two years, we expanded our program to include sending Santa Clara University undergraduates out during the summer to work with these courage women and their organizations.  Last summer, 31 students spent 4 to 6 weeks helping them to launch micro-credit facilities, teach children in orphanages and the YWCA, build databases about their students, teach English classes, and lay the last mile of wire to Indian villages.  

We are proud of our work and our accomplishments.  It has been a gratifying and mind-expanding adventure for all of us.  
