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This introduction to the recovery and interpretation of human skeletal remains within the context of scientific death investigation will emphasize the multidisciplinary approach which draws upon the fields of physical anthropology, forensic pathology, archaeology, forensic odontology, criminalistics, and other forensic disciplines.  An introductory laboratory class in human osteology will include the recognition of human vs. non-human material, the assessment of age, sex, race, and the recognition of gross trauma and pathological lesions. This segment will be interdigitated with the lecture sessions. 


An optional trip to the Santa Clara County Medical Examiner’s Office will be scheduled. The date listed is tentative and will be finalized to meet with the majority of the class members’ schedules.


A research paper is required in this class. The topic may be any aspect of forensic anthropology or a related subject; it may be a brief history of a technique, a biography and professional lineage of a pioneer in the field, or an exploration into a topic of current interest.  Please discuss the topic with me ahead of time.  This assignment may be presented as an oral presentation (approximately 15 minutes) or as a 5-10 page printed paper.  If you choose to write a paper, it must utilize the format explained in Journal of Forensic Sciences.  A minimum of ten different citations from such professional journals as Journal of Forensic Sciences, American Journal of Physical Anthropology, etc., shall be used. The Journal of Forensic Sciences is available in the Law Library; the Journal of Physical Anthropology is available in Orradre Library.  Material from comparable professional texts such as Morse et al, Ubelaker (1984, 1989) may be used. No more than three web sites may be used.

Submit two (2) copies of the paper. Late papers are subject to severe grade reductions.  Plagiarism or the utilization of papers from Internet providers will result in an F in the class.


Grading: 

Osteology quizzes: 30%

Research paper: 30%

Final exam: 40%

 Osteology exercises will be a regular part of each week’s classes.  These lecture topics will be covered during the quarter.

Introduction to Forensic Anthropology.  

History of Forensic Anthropology



Dead Men Do Talk






Role of Medical Examiner/Coroner



Post Mortem Interval



Basic Human Osteology



Search and Recovery of Buried Bodies

Forensic Odontology.   Guest Speaker



Forensic Entomology



Crime Laboratory. Guest Speaker 



Trauma and Pathological Lesions



Forensic Evidence Dogs. Guest Speaker



Creatures in Crime  

 

Facial Reconstruction

Texts:

Bass, W. M., Human Osteology; A Laboratory and Field Manual, 5th Edition. Missouri Archaeological Society, Columbia, 2005.

Additional required readings are available through ANGEL.


SUPPLEMENTAL READING (on reserve at Orradre Library)

Bennett, K., Field Guide for Human Skeletal Identification. 1987

Cornwall, I. W., Bones for the Archaeologist. 1974.

Galloway, A., Broken Bones. 1999

Morse, D. et al., Handbook of Forensic Archaeology and Anthropology. 1983.

Taylor, K., Forensic Art and Illustration. 2001.

Ubelaker, D., Human Skeletal Remains. 1984.

Ubelaker, D., Human Skeletal Remains. 1989.


There are several CD-ROMs available which may assist you in the identification of skeletal material. The Anatomical Chart web site http://www.anatomical.com lists some of these materials.

PURELY FOR PLEASURE

Bass, B. and Jefferson, J., Death’s Acre. G. P. Putnam’s Sons, New York, 2003

Goff, M. L., A Fly for the Prosecution. Harvard Press, Cambridge, 2000.

Houts, M., Where Death Delights. Coward-McCann, New York, 1967.

Iserson, K., Death to Dust: What Happens to Dead Bodies? Galen, Tucson, 1994.

Joyce, C. and Stover, E., Witnesses From the Grave. Little, Brown, and Co. Boston, 1991.

Manhein, M., The Bone Lady. Louisiana State University Press, Baton Rouge, 1999.

Maples, W. and Browning, M., Dead Men Do Tell Tales. Doubleday, New York, 1994.

Rhine, S., Bone Voyage. New Mexico Press, Albuquerque, 1998.

Roach, Mary, Stiff. W.W. Norton & Company. New York, 2003.

Ubelaker, D. and Scammell, H., Bones. Harper-Collins, New York, 1992.

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday 1:45 – 2:45 PM, 311 O’Connor Hall or by appointment.

PHONE:  408 246-6462

E-mail: lcpierce@flash.net or lcpierce@scu.edu 

