
HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGYPRIVATE 


Anthropology 167


Santa Clara University

Spring 1999

Instructor:  Dr. Russell K. Skowronek  Office: 323 O'Connor

Office Phone: 408-554-4328 Dept. #: 554-2794 (messages only)

Office Hours: Tu/Th 1:00-2:00 or by appt. 

   Please Note: (No Walk-ins w/o appt.)

Classroom: 206 O'Connor Hall, Tu/Th 9:55 - 11:35

Required Texts:

Deetz, James


1977 In Small Things Forgotten, The Archaeology of Early



 American Life. Anchor Press, Garden City, New York.

Orser, Charles E. and Brian M. Fagen


1995 Historical Archaeology.  Harper Collins College



Publishers, New York.

Articles on Reserve at the Orradre Library:

The listed readings are on reserve at the library.

Course Description: The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the growing discipline of Historical Archaeology.  It will trace its emergence and development as a distinct discipline and will deal with the controversies regarding its relationships with the fields of anthropology and history. We will consider how historical archaeology can illuminate gender, status, ethnicity, and diet in the past.  Although this is not a course in historic artifact identification and analysis, students will be introduced to the variety of data sources used by historical archaeologist to aid in the interpretation of the past.  Please Note:  While there are no prerequisites for this class students are strongly urged to have a basic background in archaeology and the history of the past five hundred years.

Instructional Model and Grading: It is my hope that this class will for the most part follow a modified seminar format.  I will lecture, but expect spirited class discussions.  That means READING THE ASSIGNED MATERIALS BEFORE THE LECTURE.  Each week a number of readings will be assigned. and discussions, led by a student or a group of students, will center on their content.  A one-page synopsis with questions will be submitted for each by the student assigned the article on the day of the presentation.   I would suggest you make enough copies for everyone.  Everyone should read them and add to the discussions.  You may think that I have gone overboard on the amount of reading but this is a very diverse and growing field.  You should be able to recognize and name the articles on the exams.  

Evening & Afternoon Lectures  There will be one afternoon lecture on the topic of race and anthropology by the 1999 Visiting Distinguished Scholar Conrad Kottak ( Friday April 23 3:30 pm 333 O'Connor Hall) and two evening lectures (Thursday April 8, 7:30 pm Rm. 207 Daly Science by Dr. Laura Jones, Stanford University; Thursday May 13, 7:30 pm 207 Daly Science by Dr. Roger Kelly, Regional Archaeologist, National Park Service Western Regional Office) that YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND.  Failure to do so will result in a loss of participation points.

Absence Policy:  Absences from class will naturally reduce your class participation points.  Unlike other professors I do not take role.  It is up to you whether or not you will attend class.  I have worked assiduously to bring-in a number of world famous historical archaeologists to enrich your experience in this class.  Please give them your undivided attention and be ON TIME FOR THEIR LECTURES.

Exams:  There will be a take-home Midterm and a Final.  These will focus on the materials read for and discussed in class.  Exams will follow the short answer and essay-style format. Exams can only be made-up if an absence is arranged beforehand, or approved by the instructor.  If you are ill or have another emergency you MUST call me and leave a message. 

Project:  In 1997 the Santa Clara University Archaeology Research Lab supervised archaeological excavations on the site of the CPPAE building.  As a result of this work ten prehistoric burials and dozens of late nineteenth century trash and privy deposits were identified and recovered.  Archival research has allowed us to associate the latter deposits with individual properties and structures.  You will be divided into two teams and assigned one lot of this block.  The team will be responsible for finding out about its past history--both documentarily and archaeologically.  This will entail compiling maps, and a brief history of the lot and its residents.  This project will require alot of time in area libraries, archives, and the SCU Archaeology Research Lab so, schedule yourselves appropriately.  We have asked Ms. Lorie Garcia to get your research started and to lend guidance during your search.  Meet with her as she is a huge resource for your research.  Your project should have textual citations and a list of references cited following the American Antiquity guidelines (1983, 48(2):429-442).  Ms. Garcia will have be available at the Archaeology Research Lab for consultation during the quarter.   Projects are due by 5pm Wednesday June 2.  Please supply two hard copies and your formatted in Wordperfect or MS-Word, on a virus-free disk.

Project Presentation:  Each team will prepare a 20 minute presentation of your research to the class during the last week of the quarter.  This translates to about 7 pages, double-spaced.  Be prepared and practice.

Lab  Every student will be expected to spend time in the Archaeology Research Lab working on historic materials from their lots.  This will give each of you the opportunity to gain hand-on experience with these precious artifacts from our past.  Team leaders will work with you to assign your respective analyses.

Your Grade will be calculated on the following basis
Project Presentation--    5%  Artifact Quiz --          5%

Lab  --                   5%  Class Participation--    10%

Project --               20%  Midterm --               25%   

Final --                 25%  Cemetery exercise--       5%

March 30 -- Introduction
April 1, 6, 8 -- Development of Historical Archaeology
7:30 pm, April 8--Lecture by Laura Jones--Archaeology at Stanford University
Orser and Fagen--Chaps. 1, 2, 3;  Deetz Chap. 1

Deagan, Kathleen


1982 Avenues of Inquiry in Historical Archaeology. In



Advances in Archaeological Method and Theory, edited by Michael B. Schiffer, pp. 151-177. vol. 5, Academic Press, New York.


1988 Neither History nor Prehistory: The Questions that



Count in Historical Archaeology.  Historical Archaeology 22(1):7-12.

Schuyler, Robert L.


1978 The Spoken Word, the Written Word, Observed Behavior



and Preserved Behavior: The Contexts Available to the Archaeologist. In Historical Archaeology: A Guide to Substantive and Theoretical Contributions, edited by Robert Schuyler, pp. 278-283. Baywood Publishing Co., Inc., Farmingdale, N.Y.

Method in Historical Archaeology--oral history & documents
April 13, 15 -- Guest Lecture, Ms. Lorie Garcia, local historian and member of the Planning commission for the City of Santa Clara--presentation on the role of the historian in historical archaeology.

Orser and Fagen -- Chap. 7;  Deetz Chap. 5

Brown, Marley


1978 The Use of Oral and Documentary Sources in Historical



Archaeology: Ethnohistory at the Mott Farm.  In Historical Archaeology: A Guide to Substantive and Theoretical Contributions, edited by Robert Schuyler, pp. 278-283. Baywood Publishing Co., Inc., Farmingdale, N.Y.

Field and Lab Techniques in Historical Archaeology
April 20 -- Guest Lecture, Ms. Linda Hylkema, Assistant Campus Archaeologist, Santa Clara University Archaeology Research Lab-- Life in the Forest, archaeological analysis of a logging camp in California.

Orser and Fagen Chapters 6 & 8

April 22 -- Guest Lecture, Ms. Wendy Nettles, Collections Manager, Santa Clara University Archaeology Research Lab -- Glass as an analytical category in historical archaeology

Orser and Fagen Chapters 4 & 5

April 23--Friday-- Lecture by Conrad Kottak on race.  3:30 pm
April 27 -- Guest Lecture, Ms. Julie Wizorek, -- Ceramics as an analytical category in historical archaeology

Deetz Chapter 3

April 29 -- In class artifacts quiz -- field trip to Fireclay Tile  Midterm exam
May 4, 6 Historical Archaeology of the English-speaking World
Read Deetz 2, 5, 6,  Orser and Fagen Chapter 10

Video: James Deetz lecture

Cemetery field trip
May 11, 13 The Archaeology of Ethnicity
7:30 pm 207 D.S., Lecture by Dr. Roger Kelly 5/13
Read: Deetz Chap. 7, 8;  Orser and Fagen Chapter 11

Video:The New Explorers: Slavery's Buried Past
Evens, William S. , jr.


1980 Food and Fantasy: Material Culture of the Chinese in



California and the West, Circa 1850-1900. In Archeological Perspectives on Ethnicity in America. edited by Robert L. Schuyler, pp. 89-96. Baywood Publishing Co. Inc., New York.

Langenwalter, Paul E., II


1980 The Archaeology of 19th Century Chinese Subsistence at



the Lower China Store, Madera County, California.  In Archeological Perspectives on Ethnicity in America. edited by Robert L. Schuyler, pp. 102-112. Baywood Publishing Co. Inc., New York.

May 18, 20 Underwater Archaeology
Read:

Elia, Ricardo J.


1992 The Ethics of Collaboration: Archaeologists and the



Whydah Project.  Historical Archaeology 26(4):105-117.

Muckelroy, Keith


1978 Maritime Archaeology. Cambridge University Press,



Cambridge.  Chapters 1, 6, 7, 8

The Case of HMS Fowey
Read: 

Skowronek, R.K., R.E. Johnson, R. Vernon, & G.R. Fischer


1987 The Legare Anchorage shipwreck site--Grave of HMS



Fowey, Biscayne National Park, Florida.  The International Journal of Nautical Archaeology and Underwater Exploration 16(4):313-324.

May 25 & 27  Applying Historical Archaeology
Guest Lecture: Leo Barker, Historical Archaeologist, National Park Service, Golden Gate National Recreation Area, San Francisco "Government Sponsored Historical Archaeology"

Read: National Register Bulletin #36 "Historical Archaeology"  Students should ask if the NPS is living up to the guidelines for evaluating historic sites.  Be prepared to speak.

Orser and Fagen Chapter 12

Harrington, Spencer P.M.


1993 Bones and Bureaucrats. Archaeology 46(2):28-38.

Week 10
June 3  Doing Historical Archaeology--The Right Way
Video-- Dr. Thomas Layton, SJSU "The Frolic"

June 5 Wrapping Up, Careers in Historical Archaeology Class Presentations--Take Home Final (Due 6/11 at 9:10 am)

