Anthropology 185. Peoples of Latin America

Santa Clara University, California

Fall Term, 2001

Instructor: 
Luis F. Calero, S.J.

Office: 

O'Connor 317. Ext. 2194
Class: 

MWF 11:45-12:50 p.m. 

Office Hours: 
MWTh 2:30-3:30 p.m. or by appointment

E-Mail: 

LCalero@scu.edu

Course Description:  
This course provides an overview of the great environmental, cultural, economic, and political diversity of Latin America. It will first address the region's physical geography, its rich pre-Columbian past, and the impact of the European invasion upon its native peoples. Then it will focus on the most significant themes and conflicts of our time including increasing poverty, rapid demographic growth and diminishing food resources, widespread deterioration of the natural environment, emergence and growth of religious fundamentalism, the effects of free-market economic policies, a Church divided between progressive and conservative elements, male domination, rural migration into urban areas, and the history of United States policies in the region. This course will address the roots, developments and possible solutions to the multi-dimensional crisis that Latin America confronts today.  

Required Reading Materials: 
David Clawson. Latin America and the Caribbean: Lands and Peoples. W. C. Brown Publishers, 1997

Elizabeth Burgos-Debray (editor). I, Rigoberta Menchú, Verso, 
1985

Oscar Lewis. Five Families, Basic Books, 1975

Michael and Scott Whiteford. Crossing Currents: Continuity and Change in Latin America, Prentice Hall, 1998 

Course Requirements:

1. A midterm essay-question exam to be given on Friday, October 26 covering the first half of the course. This evaluation will account for 25% of your final grade.

2. A final exam to be given on Wednesday, December 7 at 9:10 am, on the material covered during the second half of the course. It will represent 25% of your final grade.

3. An oral and written book report on a work chosen from a bibliographic list provided by your instructor. You are expected to choose one area of academic interest, read a book approved by the professor in this area, and make a critical appraisal of the work as a class presentation. You are also expected to write a summary of this report. Presentations will begin after the midterm and according to schedule to be arranged at a later date. The book report, along with class quizzes and class participation will make up 25% of your final grade. 

4. A 10-12 page research and reflection paper on a topic which supplements or expands your book report. The structure of this paper should include defining a problem, finding substantial literature on the topic and interpreting data, reviewing and assessing the literature, and arriving at your own conclusions.  This paper is due on Monday, December 4 at noon. It will represent the last 25% of your final grade.

Class attendance is required. Three un-excused absences will lower your final grade one full letter. Two late arrivals to class will count as one absence. Grade scale:

A  = 4.0



B- = 2.7 - 2.9 

D+ = 1.3 - 1.6

A- = 3.7 - 3.9


C+ = 2.3 - 2.6


D  = 1.0 - 1.2

B+ = 3.3 - 3.6 

C  = 2.0 - 2.2 

D- = 0.7 - 0.9 

B  = 3.0 - 3.2


C- = 1.7 - 1.9


F  = below 0.7

Class Schedule:
Sept 17 - 21
Introduction: Latin America at a Crossroads 

Clawson, chapter 1: The Changing Face of Latin America and the Caribbean, pp. 1-13 

MBW 2. "Challenging the Nation-State in Latin 


America" by Rodolfo Stavenhagen, pp. 13-23

Sept 24 - 28
Geographic Regions and Physical Features 
Clawson, chapter 2: Landform Regions of Latin America and the Caribbean, pp. 16-44

MBW 3. "The Mirror and the Other" by Carlos 



Fuentes, pp. 24-27 

EBD: "I, Rigoberta Menchú", chapters 1-8

Movie: When the Mountains Tremble 
Oct 1 - 5  
The Iberian and Native Heritages

Clawson, chapter 5: Iberian Heritage, Conquest, and Institutions, pp. 83-104 

MBW 8. "Sons of the Shaking Earth" by Eric Wolf, 


pp. 57-87 





EBD: "I, Rigoberta Menchú", chapters 9-14 

Movie: Sentinels of Silence  

Oct. 3: Student Planning Day

Oct 8 - 12
Race, Cultural Variation, and Social 




Stratification 
Clawson, chapter 7: Race, Ethnicity, and Social Class, pp. 130-161

MBW. "The Indian in Latin America" by John Kicza, 


pp. 88-97 

EBD. "I, Rigoberta Menchú", chapters 15-21 

Oct 15 - 19
Culture and Religion 
Clawson, chapter 9: Religion, pp. 189-213

MBW 22. "The Spirit of Democracy: Base 

Communities, Protestantism, and Democratization in Latin America" by Christian Smith, pp. 245-263 

EBD: "I, Rigoberta Menchú", chapters 22-27

Movie: El Mozote

Oct 22 - 26
The Latin American Economies  

Clawson, chapter 10: Agriculture and Agrarian Development, p. 216-247 

MBW 28. "Free Trade versus Sustainable 




Agriculture: the Implications of NAFTA" by Mark 


Ritchie, pp. 332-340 

EBD: "I, Rigoberta Menchú", chapters 28-34

Movie: "This Land is Our Land"

October 26: Midterm Exam
Oct 29-Nov 2  
Rural and Urban Latin America 

Clawson, chapter 12: Urbanization, Population Growth, and Migration, pp. 285-333 

MBW 41. "Latin American Urbanization" by Douglas 


Buttersworth and John Chance, pp. 479-493  

Oscar Lewis: the Martínez Family

Nov 5 - 9

Power Relations  
 





Clawson, chapter 6: Political Change, pp. 105-127







MBW 13. "Women's Movements in the Americas: 



Feminism's Second Wave" by Norma Chinchilla, pp. 


133-148 

Oscar Lewis: the Gutiérrrez Family

Nov 12 - 16
Cultural Behavior 
Clawson, chapter 8: Latin America as a Culture Region, pp. 162-188

MBW 12. "Machismo and Marianismo" by Evelyn 
Stevens, pp. 125-132 
MBW 35. "Capitalism and the Ecological Crisis 


Legacy of the 1980's" by Elizabeth Dore, pp. 414-


421

Nov 19 - 23
Thanksgiving
Demos gracias a Dios!

Nov 26 - 30
Conclusions 
MBW 40. "Phantom Citizenship and the Prosthetics of Corporate Capital: Maria Aguida et al. versus Texaco, Inc. USA" by Suzana Sawyer, pp. 474-478 

MBW 43. "Imagining a Post-development Era" by 


Arturo Escobar, pp. 502-514 

Dec. 3: Final Paper is due at noon

Dec. 7: Final Exam at 9:10 a.m. 

Keys:
Clawson = David Clawson’s Latin America



MBW = Michael B. Whiteford et al 



EBD = Elizabeth Burgos Debray 

Note: this course fulfills Core World Cultures,  (Studies/Regional,) International Studies, International Business minors requirements, Anthropology requirement for majors/minors.
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