World Geography. Anthropology 50 


Santa Clara University


Winter Term, 2004

Instructor: 
Luis Calero, S.J.

Office: 

O'Connor 317. Phone: x 2194

Class: 

TR 9:55 - 11:40 PM

E-Mail:

Lcalero@scu.edu

Office Hours: 
TR 2:00 - 3:30 PM

Course Description:
This survey course is designed to provide students with a comprehensive knowledge of the physical, political, and cultural features of the globe. It highlights contemporary problems of hunger and poverty, political conflict, and the deteriorating environmental conditions of the world. The course is divided in two sections. The first part emphasizes the geography of the developing regions including Latin America, China, South Asia, Southeast Asia, the Middle East, and Africa. The second half examines the physical and cultural geography of Europe, North America, the Former Soviet Union, Japan and Korea, Australia and the Pacific World. This class will address some of the most pressing problems of our day in each one of the nine cultural regions in which the globe is divided. Examples of such problems are: Third World poverty, global warming, global terrorism, war in Iraq, Russia's political crisis, land disputes in Australia, and political tensions in North Korea.     

Required Reading Materials:  
Lew, Alan L. and Thomas W. Paradis (editors). Geography 
Perspectives. Madison: Coursewise Publishing Inc., 2000

Malinowki, Jon C. Iraq: Geographic Perspectives. McGraw-Hill, 2004.

Moore Lappé, F., Joseph Collins and Peter Rosset. World Hunger: 
Twelve Myths. New York: Grove Press, 1998

Palka, Eugene J. and Francis A. Galgano. North Korea; Geographic Perspectives, McGraw-Hill, 2004

Rand McNally. Quick Reference World Atlas. Rand McNally and 
Company, 2003

Student Performance Evaluation:  

Your performance will be assessed according to the level of interest and responsibility that you display throughout this course. This includes active class participation, careful reading of assigned materials, accuracy and insight in exams and map quizzes, thoughtful and well-written papers. Indicators to assess your academic and personal growth will be as follows: 

1. A Midterm Exam on Thursday, February 12. This multiple choice and essay question exam will include all materials covered during the first half of the course. It accounts for 25% of your final grade. 

2. A Final Exam to be given on Tuesday, March 16, at 1:30 pm. Students will be responsible for all the materials discussed during the second half of the course. Its format will be the same as the midterm. It represents 25% of your grade.

3. Map quizzes and Class Exercises. Each week there will be a map quiz on the geographic region discussed the week before. Your instructor will let you know in advance what areas you need to identify on the map. You will need scantron sheet and a No. 2 pencil for your responses. There will be approximately 8 map tests during the course. These weekly evaluations and class exercises amount to 25% of your final grade.  

4. Two Four-Page Papers on Santa Clara lectures. Students will be asked to select two out of three appropriate campus recommended lectures, and to write a short paper on each. The paper must be typed, double-spaced, and in good English. Dates and topics will be given later in the quarter when these lectures are announced by the university. Half of each paper should present a summary of content and the other half an analytical appraisal of its main points. These papers and your class participation will amount to 25% of your grade.

Grade scale:

A  = 4.0



B- = 2.7 - 2.9 

D+ = 1.3 - 1.6

A- = 3.7 - 3.9


C+ = 2.3 - 2.6


D  = 1.0 - 1.2

B+ = 3.3 - 3.6 

C  = 2.0 - 2.2 

D- = 0.7 - 0.9 B  = 3.0 - 3.2


C- = 1.7 - 1.9


F  = below 0.7

Other Course Requirements:

Students' attendance to class is required. Three un-excused absences will lower your final grade one full level. Two late arrivals constitute one absence. Quizzes will be given weekly throughout the course, some of them will be  announced and some will not. There will be no make-up quizzes or exams.   

Class Schedule:

Keys: 
GP = Geography Perspectives    

WH = World Hunger 


PART I. The Developing World 

Jan. 6
Introduction: review of class roster and syllabus 

Jan. 8
Global geography: preliminary notions 

GP Reading 4:"Preserving the Atmosphere as a Global 

Commons," by Marvin S. Soroos, pp. 18-28

Geography of Latin America
Jan. 13
GP Reading 26: "Sun, Fun, and Rum Deal: Perspectives on 

Development on the Commonwealth Caribbean," by Robert 

Potter and Sally Lloys-Evans, pp. 203-212

World Atlas, pp. 16-23

Jan. 15
WH Prologue & Chapters 1-3, pp. 1-40


Movie: Denial (58 minutes)

Geography of China                 



Jan. 20
GP Reading 31: “Hong Kong; Transition Back to China,” by Gregory H. Chu, pp. 153-162

World Atlas, pp. 24, 34-35

Jan. 22
WH Chapters 4-6, pp. 41-97 

 

Movie: The Business of Hunger (28 minutes)

Geography of South Asia and Southeast Asia 

Jan. 27
GP Reading 23: "India-Pakistan: Still a Cold War," by 

Maleeha Lodhi, pp. 124-128  

World Atlas, pp. 36-39

Jan. 29
WH Chapters 7-9, pp. 98-128

Movie: In the Name of Progress (60 minutes) 

Geography of the Middle East and North Africa   

Feb. 3
J. Malinowki’s Iraq: chapters 1-7, pp. 1-45

World Atlas, pp. 38, 42-43

Feb. 5
WH Chapters 10-12, pp. 129-178  

Movie: Save the Earth, Feed the World (60 minutes)

Geography of Africa
Feb. 10
J. Malinowki’s Iraq: chapters 8-12, pp. 47-96

World Atlas, pp. 40-43

Feb. 12
Midterm [it covers first half of the course]


PART II:  The Industrialized World
Geography of Western Europe and North America
Feb. 17
GP Reading 9: "Europe: The Grand Illusion," by Tony 

Judt, pp. 51-58

World Atlas, pp. 4-15, 26-31

Feb. 19
Movie: Facing the Truth (60 minutes) 



Geography of the Former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe
Feb. 24
GP Reading 20: "Russia and the West: Still Most Awkward 

Partners," pp. 112-116

World Atlas, pp. 32-33 

Feb. 26
Movie: Profits from Poison (46 minutes)

Geography of Japan and Korea
Mar. 2
GP Reading 19: "What's Wrong With America: Open Season 

on Uncle Sam," pp. 110-111

World Atlas, pp. 34-35

Mar. 4  
Palka/Galgano’s North Korea, chapters 1-7, pp. 1-56

Movie: Only One Earth: The Fate of the Forest (60 

minutes)

Geography of Australia, New Zealand, Pacific World
Mar. 9
GP Reading 10: "Whose Land Divides Ranchers and 


Aborigines?," by Ruth Walker, pp. 59-60 

World Atlas, pp. 46-47

Mar. 11
Palka/Galgano’s North Korea, chapters 8-13, pp. 57-110



Mar. 16
Tuesday: Final Exam at 1:30 PM [material from second half of the course]

Note: this course fulfills requirement for International Studies, International Business, Liberal Studies, World Cultures/Societies (Global Thematic.) It is also a required course for Anthropology and Sociology majors and minors. 

