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Anthropology 190 – Advanced Seminar 

Virtual Santa Clara – History and Culture 
 
T/TH 3:40-5:25 Office: O’Connor 329 
Classroom: O’Connor 107 Email: lkealhofer@scu.edu 
Office Hours: 1-2 pm T & Th          Phone: 554-6810 
 
Description:  
This class will produce the historical and cultural materials for the development of a virtual 
museum for Santa Clara.  The overarching goal of the class is to introduce students to museum 
studies, including topics related to museum audiences, ethics, conservation, collection 
management, and theory. Students will research historically and culturally significant places, 
people, and objects on campus and produce short texts for creating an online application about the 
history and culture of the SCU campus. Students will read both about the history of the people that 
populated the campus and immediate environment over the last few thousand years and will learn 
about how to develop interpretive material for public outreach. In particular, we will focus on the 
diverse people who have settled in Santa Clara and the impacts they have had. 
Format: lecture, site visits, and field work. 
 
Core 2009: Diversity 
• Goals: Diversity, Perspective, Social Justice, Complexity 
• Objectives -- Students will 
1.1     Describe examples of diverse human experiences, identities, and cultures in the United States. (Diversity, 
Perspective) 
1.2     Identify and discuss paradigms that lead to inequity and injustice. (Perspective, Social Justice) 
1.3     Examine diversity as constituted through intersections of social categories such as race, gender, ethnicity, 
nationality, age, language, citizenship, religion, class, sexual orientation, physical ability, and so on. (Diversity, 
Complexity) 
1.4     Analyze differences in power and privilege related to race, gender, ethnicity, nationality, age, language, 
citizenship, religion, class, sexual orientation, or physical ability. (Diversity, Social Justice) 
 
Course Goals:  

• Professional-level production of interpretative materials. 
• Professionalism in meeting deadlines. 
• Improved ability to relate objects to their social, political, and historical contexts. 
• Improved ability to engage with an object/person/place in front of a group. 
• Understanding of appropriate museum practices and the theories underlying them. 
• Development and mastery of appropriate vocabulary for discussing museological issues. 
• Increased competence in using writing as a way of learning and knowing. 
• Development of writing skills, familiarity with disciplinary writing conventions and 

increased professionalism in written work. 
• Development of oral communication skills through presentations/discussion leadership, 

class participation and the peer editing process. 
• Improved understanding of the importance of diversity in the creation of culture. 

 
Requirements: All work must be completed to receive a passing grade. 
1. Daily attendance. See below for policy. 



ANTH 190: Virtual Santa Clara  Kealhofer 

© 2011 2

2. Turn in all work ON TIME. If you miss a deadline you will have to drop the class. 
3. The following items will be produced to professional standards. You will contribute to each of 
the following items: 

 Place biographies with short bibliographies for inclusion in the website version 
 Object biographies with short bibliographies for inclusion in the website version 
 Individual biographies with short bibliographies for inclusion in the website version 

4. Short paper (3-5 pages) on object interpretation in relation to diversity issues 
5. Short paper (3-5 pages) on open air museum interpretation and diverse audiences 
 
Attendance/Deadline Policy: 
You must come to every class meeting on time, prepared for the day’s activities. More than two 
absences (for any reason) will negatively affect your final grade. Each absence beyond the second 
will deduct 3% from your final grade, including the first two. Thus your grade will deteriorate 9% 
with the third absence. 
 
Texts: ERes articles. 
Skowronek, Russell 2002. Telling the Santa Clara Story. 
Recommended: 
Anderson, Gail (ed). 2004. Reinventing the Museum. AltaMira Press: Walnut Creek, CA 
Pearce, Susan.  1991 Museum Studies in Material Culture. Smithsonian Institution Press: 

Washington 
Thompson and West (1973) Historical Atlas of Santa Clara County 1876 (on reserve) 
  
Grading. Assignments will be weighted as follows:  
Participation: 15%  
Papers: 15% each = 30% 
Bios: 15% each  x 3 = 45% 
Final presentation = 10% 
 
ANGEL: password is app. Assorted course materials will be posted to ANGEL. There will also be 
communal spaces to facilitate communication and collaboration. It is your responsibility to check 
the Angel page for this course frequently and regularly. 
 
Disability Accommodation Policy: To request academic accommodations for a disability, you 
must contact Disability Resource in the Drahmann Center (Benson 214, 554-4111). Students must 
provide documentation of a disability to Disability Resources prior to receiving accommodations. 
Accommodations must be arranged at least two weeks in advance of the event requiring special 
circumstances (e.g.: extended time exam.) This is your responsibility. 
 
Academic Integrity: You are expected to honor and conform to SCU's academic integrity policies 
in good faith. See the Undergraduate Bulletin for details. Academic dishonesty is a violation of the 
SCU Code of Conduct—see the Community Handbook. You must distinguish between your 
intellectual work and that of others. This is more than a matter of honesty; it is a vital part of your 
intellectual development. Only when you have a clear view of what your opinion is, how you came 
by it, what its premises and logic are, and where and how it differs from the opinions of others, 
will you be approaching intellectual independence. When you have developed skills and expertise 
as a result of your own work, they are yours for life. Read the full Academic Integrity Statement 
on Angel. 
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Written Projects 
Biographies (150 words plus selected bibliography) 
 
Carefully choose your subjects based on illustrating issues related to power and 
privilege/inequality and injustice. Think about the types of social diversity that existed during the 
period you are highlighting, and use your choice as the way to highlight the nature of the 
relationships between individuals/groups.  
 
Briefly summarize the salient information about the place’s/person’s/object’s history and 
significance. Ideally, this will contextualize the place in both long term history of the valley and in 
SCU history. Highlight the diverse human experiences and identities of those who lived in Santa 
Clara. Discuss issues related to social categories (race, ethnicity, religion, class, language, etc.). 
Interpret the person/place/object in light of paradigms related to inequality and injustice. 
 
Selected bibliography: list the two or three most important publications for this period of the 
artist’s work. 
 
SCHEDULE 
BIO DUE 
DATES 

First Draft Peer Review 
Due 

Draft 2 Professor 
Review Due 
(to student) 

Final Draft 

Place Tues 10/11 Thurs 10/13 Fri 10/14 Mon 10/17 Mon 10/24 
Object Tues 10/18 Thurs 10/20 Fri 10/21 Mon 10/24 Mon 10/31 
Person Tues 10/25 Thurs 10/27 Fri 10/28 Mon 10/31 Mon 11/7 
 

    Topic Activity Reading 
9/19-23   INTRODUCTION     
  Tues Santa Clara History and 

Museum Studies 
  Skowronek 2002: Chaps 1-3, 8; 

  Thurs   Campus tour McKevitt 1979: Chaps 1-3, 7 
Discussion of reading and bios 

9/26-30   History of Museums     
  Tues 

  
Lecture/discussion  Alexander 1996 What is a 

Museum?;  
  

  
Schwarzer 2006 Introduction 
(1-27) 

  Thurs   
Visit SCU archive;  library 
resources (research tools) 

Fink 2006 Museum Archives; 
McTavish 2006: Visiting the 
Virtual Museum 

10/3-7   New Museum Theory - 
Alternative Views  

    

  Tues   Bring in your choices of person, 
place and thing – be able to talk for 
5 minutes – explaining why you 
made your choices (significance) 

Marstine 2006: 1-28 Intro to 
New Museum Theory; Bennett 
1995 Museums and the People 
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  Thurs   Discussion; Paper 1 due Pearce 2004 Collections and 
Collecting; Lazzaro 2004 
Collecting Animals (26 pg) 

10/10-14   Audience and Diversity     
  Tues    Gable 2006: How we study 

history museums/Monticello 
Szekeres 2002: Representing 
Diversity 

  Thurs How to write interpretive material Bring in interpretive content from 
other open air museums (or apps) – 
critical review of approaches; visit 
to offsite museum/visit virtual 
museums: critique; 
http://www.imow.org/home/index 
(international museum of women) 

LJ Ravelli  (1996) Successful 
text writing for museum visitors

Gage 2006 selected pgs 

10/17-21   Ethics and Museums     
  Tues   ARL collections tour Edson, G. (1997). Ethics and 

Museums  
Peer editing - historical pictures 
Discussion 

McDonald 1997: Museum 
Ethics 

  Thurs   peer editing- bring pics Weil 2004: collecting ethics 

10/24-28   Didactic Material     
  Tues   Discussion Dean 1996 storytelling; Tilley, 

C. 1994 Interpreting Material 
Culture 

  Thurs   LAB day – working with app; peer 
editing 

  

10/31-11/4   Conservation and Restoration     

  Tues   Guest speaker- DeSaisset (Jean 
MacDougall, Rebecca Schapp) 

Keene, S. 2002 Preservation; 
Sease 1998 

  Thurs     Carter and Grimwade 1997: 
Balancing preservation 

11/7-11   Display     
  Tues   How to give a presentation; 

discussion 
Baxandall 1991; Bennett 1998: 
Speaking to the eyes 

  Thurs   Student organized tour of places 
on campus with app material 
discussion 

  

11/14-18   Museums and Community 
Diversity 

    

  Tues   discussion  Gaither (1992) 2004: pluralism 
in Am museums; Lavine 1992 
relations with community  

  Thurs   campus tour of objects and 
individuals led by students 

  

11/28-12/2   Into the future….     
  Tues   Paper 2 due; discussion Skramstad 1999 21st c 

museums; Weil 1999 
Transformation … 
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  Thurs   Presentation of apps and their 
significance to class, wrap up 
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