Anth. 159. Critiquing Culture Change and Development

Santa Clara University, Winter Term, 2009
Instructor: 

Luis F. Calero, S.J.

Office:


O’Connor 315, x 2194

Class Time:

MWF 1:00 – 2:05 PM

Office Hours:

MW 2:30-4:00 PM

E-Mail:

Lcalero@scu.edu 

Course description:  

This course addresses the problem of global poverty and inequality in a world where rapid globalization is creating wealth for a few and unspeakable misery for most. It examines the complex question of how our planet has become a place where the majority of humankind lives at a level of dehumanizing poverty while a minority enjoys wealth and abundance. 

We will study critically the history of the world’s economic development in the past as well as the rise of global corporate hegemony at present. To critique these economic and cultural changes, we will make use of writings provided by social scientists as well as from various voices representing diverse political and religious traditions. The goal is to provide a deeper grasp of the human condition across cultures today as well as a renewed sense of compassion and commitment to bring peoples together in the common task of constructing a more just world.   

Course Format:

Students will be required to write short weekly papers in which they indicate the grasp of the material as well as their own personal take on these issues. These essays will be discussed in small groups during class. In addition, your instructor will lecture on the assigned readings to make sure that the materials are well understood. 

As a participant in this class you will be assigned two different sets of readings. One set deals with the economic, social, and cultural analysis of the globe as it changes under the gamble of globalization. These readings will focus on such questions as corporate global control, cultural hegemony, the illusion of unlimited economic growth, and the environmental future of the planet. 

The second set of readings highlights several voices that critique the underlying vision implicit in the forces of unbridled capitalism that shape today’s society.  These writings challenge us to think of alternative ways of imagining and constructing our planet with others, so that we build a global society of justice and respect. 

Learning Objectives:

· To explore and understand the economic and cultural forces that shape the human condition in a globalized world dominated by corporate wealth.
· To listen and appreciate the voices that critique today’s economy of greed and that propose alternative ways of creating a human society.
· To challenge ourselves, academically and personally, to become part of the solution and not of the problem that perpetuates dehumanizing poverty.
Performance Assessment:
1. Weekly reflection papers (25%). Students are required to write a two-page reflection paper every week bringing together the content of assigned readings and your personal reflections. This exercise is intended to help you understand academically the problem of global poverty and to connect it with your own life. Students will be asked to share their reflection with the rest of the class.
2. Class participation (25%). Given that this course relies primarily on students’ ability to grasp the problem of global poverty and how it impacts life on our planet, it requires a great deal of analysis and discussion. Your preparedness and willingness to participate in class discussion, along with your performance in quizzes and class presentations, are important elements in assessing your learning process. 
3. A midterm exam (25%). There will be a midterm exam on Friday, February 6. This evaluation will focus primarily on class readings, films, and lectures carried out during the first half of the course. No make-up midterms will be given.
4. A final take-home exam (25%). In order to assess your performance during the second half of this course, students will be given a final take-home exam which is due at noon on Monday, March 16. No late exams will be accepted. 
Class attendance is mandatory. More than three un-excused absences will lower your grade one full level. Two late arrivals to class count as one absence. 

Required Texts
David Korten. When Corporations Rule the World. Kumarian Press, Inc. and Berrett-
Koehler Publishers, 2001

Griffiths, Robert J (Editor). Annual Editions: Developing World 09/10. McGraw Hill 
Higher Education, 2009

Neafsey, John. A Sacred Voice is Calling: Personal Vocation and Social Conscience, 
Orbis Books, 2006

Course Schedule:
Week One: January 5 - 9. The Beginning: a Personal Journey, Crisis of Hope 

Jan. 5. Review of roster, class syllabi, class exercise

Jan. 7. David Korten: Foreword, Introduction, Part 1, “Cowboys in a Spaceship,” 
Chapters 1-3, pp. 1-57

Jan. 9. John Neafsey’s Preface and Chapter 1, “Personal Vocation and Social 
Conscience,” pp. ix-xiii, 1-18

Week Two: January 12 - 16. The Rise of Corporate Culture

Jan. 12.  David Korten, Part II: “Contest for Sovereignty,” Chapters 4-5, pp. 57-
92

Jan. 14. John Neafsey, Chapter 2, “Sacred Voices: Listen so that You May Live,” 
pp. 19-36


Jan. 16. Film
Week Three: January 19 - 23. Marketing the World


Jan. 19. Martin Luther King Day: Academic and Administrative Holiday 


Jan. 21. David Korten, Part II: “Contest for Sovereignty,” Chapters 6-7, pp. 93-
120

Jan. 23. Annual Editions Article 6: “Development as Poison: Rethinking the 
Western Model of Development” by Stephen Marglin, pp. 20-24
Week Four: January 26 – January 30. The Money Game: No Place for People 

Jan. 26.  David Korten, Part III: “Corporate Colonialism,” Chapters 8-10, pp. 
121-150

Jan. 28. Annual Editions Article 10, “Social Justice and Global Trade,” by 
Joseph 
Stiglitz, pp. 40-42

Jan. 30. John Neafsey, Chapter 3 and 4, “Discernment: the Inner Compass of the 
Heart” and “Authenticity: to Live as Though the Truth Were True,” pp. 36-71

Week Five: February 2 - 6. The Ecological Revolution


Feb. 2. David Korten, Part III: “Corporate Colonialism,” Chapters 11-12, pp. 151-
174

Feb. 4. John Neafsey, Chapter 5 and 6, “Passion and Compassion: the Heart’s 
Calling,” and “Vision: the Quest for a Worthy Dream,” pp. 71-109


Feb. 6: Midterm Exam 

Week Six: February 9 - 13. The Living Democracy Movement  


Feb. 9. David Korten, Part IV, “A Rogue Financial System,” Chapters 13-15, 
pp. 175-204 
Feb. 11. John Neafsey, Chapters 7 and 8, “Suffering: the Call of the Wounded Healer,” and “The Morality of the Heart,” pp. 109-146 


Feb. 13. Reflection Piece. Jon Sobrino, “The Empire of God,” from Earthquake, 
Terrorism, Barbarity, and Hope. Orbis Books, 2003 [Eres]

Week Seven: February 16 – 20. Do the Poor Matter?  


Feb. 16. President’s Day: Academic and Administrative Holiday

Feb. 18. David Korten,  Part IV, “A Rogue Financial System,” Chapters 16-17,  
pp. 205-229

Feb. 20. John Neafsey, Chapters 9-10, “Social Conscience: Awakening from the 
Sleep of Inhumanity” and “Conclusion: A Still and Quiet Conscience,” pp. 146-
179

Week Eight: February 23 – February 27. Imperialism and Underdevelopment


Feb. 23. David Korten, Part V, “Reclaiming Our Power,” Chapters 18-20, pp. 
231-284  


Feb. 25. Annual Editions Article 37, “Water Warriors” by Maude Barlow, pp. 
156-158

Feb. 27. Guest Speaker

Week Nine: March 2 – 6. Economic Development and the Debt Crisis 


Mar. 2. David Korten, Part VI, “From Corporate Rule to Civil Society,” Chapters 
21-23, pp. 285-342 

Mar. 4. Annual Editions Article 40, “A Lifelong Struggle for a Generation” by 
Alex De Waal, pp. 170-171

Mar. 6. Reflection Piece: Selection of reading by Fr. Peter-Hans Kolvenbach, S.J. 
on the role of the Jesuit University in the U.S.

Week Ten: March 9-13. Foreign Policy and Globalization 


Mar. 9. Annual Editions Article 42, “Educating Girls, Unlocking Development” 
by Ruth Levine, pp. 180-183

Mar. 11. Annual Editions Article 39, “Population, Human Resources, Health, 
and the Environment” by Anthony McMichael, pp. 161-169

Mar. 13. Course Review
Final Take-Home Exam:  due at noon on Monday, March 16.
Academic Integrity Policy: “The University is committed to academic excellence and integrity. Students are expected to do their worn work and to cite any sources they use. Engaging in any form of academic dishonesty, such as plagiarism, cheating or acts generally understood to be dishonest by faculty or students in an academic context will subject students to disciplinary action. A students guilty of dishonest acts may receive a grade of F for the course. They will be reported to the Office of Student Life, and may me immediately dismissed from the University.” (SCU Undergraduate Bulletin and Community Handbook)

[This course fulfills the World Cultures/Global Requirement]

PAGE  
3

