Anthropology 2 - Syllabus  SPRING 2005
Introduction to Archaeology

Dr. Lisa Kealhofer  
Class: T & Th 9:55-11:40 pm O’C 206
Office Hours: T & Th:  3:30-4:30 pm

Office: O’Connor 319     
Phone: 554-6810
Email: lkealhofer@scu.edu
Course Description

Archaeologists study the human past through the material remains left by ancient cultures. This course examines the theories and methods used by archaeologists to identify, analyze, date and interpret archaeological evidence. Archaeology is a multidisciplinary field, using its own methodology as well as making use of botanical, faunal, geological, historical, and ethnographic methods and information. We will explore how these different types of evidence are analyzed and interpreted to understand past cultures and how these cultures changed over time.


Understanding archaeology is best achieved by doing archaeology. A major component of this class will be hands-on field work and research. Students will be involved in an ongoing excavation project near campus, and will also take on research projects that study and interpret the spatial patterning of material culture at that site.


Course objectives include:  1) to understand the history of American archaeology, 2) to understand how archaeologists construct cultural histories, past lifeways, and cultural processes, and 3) to gain direct experience of archaeology in the field and laboratory.
Course Requirements:

1) Lectures and Discussion:  The readings will be discussed in class, and both slides and videos will be used to illustrate the contexts of archaeological issues, in addition to brief reviews of the assigned reading. Videos, required readings and the class lectures will be covered in the quizzes. Class participation is a critical portion of the class requirement. Asking and answering questions, contributing comments and discussion will enhance your grade considerably.

2) Required Text:

Thomas, D.H. and R. Kelly, 2005. Archaeology, Thomson-Wadsworth, Belmont, CA

additional articles will be on ERes – password: archaeology

.

3) Quizzes: 5 objective reading quizzes.  

4) Project: As part of the ongoing research on the Benton/Sherman St. archaeological project, students will work in groups of four, constructing a spatial analysis of the artifacts that have been excavated to date. More information will be given in class.
5) Lab: You will participate in excavations on at Benton/Sherman St.: 1) two hours in the Archaeological Research Lab (1 two-hour block) and 2) two hours in archaeological fieldwork (1 two-hour block) and two hours in. Two sign-up sheets will be made available for available times/days. 

Extra credit: The Santa Clara County Archaeological Society (SCCAS) meets regularly, with talks given about ongoing research projects. Talks will be April 14th and May 12th (7:30 pm Rm 206, Daly Science).  Extra credit will be given for attending these lectures and provide a one-page summary of each talk and two discussion questions about issues in each talk. If you choose to do them, these summaries are due on the Monday after the talk.

Grading and Assessment:


A variety of criteria will determine your grade in this class. In general, assessment will be based on the quality of your performance for each of these categories:


Class participation: 15% (attendance, discussion, group work)

Fieldwork and Lab: 10%


Reading Quizzes (5): 25% (5% each)


Final project and presentation: 50% (35% for paper, 15% for presentation)
Performance quality – or your grade – will be judged by 1) your understanding of the subject, 2) your ability to apply what you learn in readings and discussion to the problems, quizzes, and your final exam, 3) your participation and completion of all course activities, and 4) your degree of competence, analytical ability, and intellectual initiative. 

Class attendance is mandatory. Formal excuses from doctors, court, etc. must be presented for missed classes. Extensions for assignments or makeups are only possible with proof of illness or of an unavoidable event.

Assignments are tied to participation in discussion sessions. Turning in a late assignment means that half of the credit is lost because of lack of participation in discussion. Scores will be additionally penalized at 5% for each day after assignment due date. Any assignment more than one week overdue is cause for student withdrawal. All assignments that are handed in must be typed on a word processor – no hand written work will be accepted.

Office hours:


If you have class during the listed hours, special appointments can be made. Please come see me to discuss specific questions you might have about the course, or to more informally to discuss anthropology and archaeology.

Disability Accommodation Policy

“To request academic accommodations for a disability, students must contact Disability Resources located in The Drahmann Center in Benson, room 214, (408) 554-4111; TTY (408) 554-5445. Students must provide documentation of a disability to Disability Resources prior to receiving accommodations.”  http://www.cse.scu.edu/~atkinson/teaching/wi05/012/public/policies.html
Academic Integrity Policy

“The University is committed to academic excellence and integrity. Students are expected to do their own work and to cite any sources they use. A student who is guilty of a dishonest act in an examination, paper, or other work required for a course, or who assists others in such an act, may, at the discretion of the instructor, receive a grade of F for the course.” (SCU Undergraduate Bulletin and Community Handbook)

Course Schedule

Week 1 – Introduction & History

29 Mar

Class requirements, Introduction, and History

31 Mar

Examples of Recent Approaches in Archaeology 


Readings: Chapter 1: Meet some real archaeologists
Week 2 – Archaeological approaches
5 Apr

Campus and site tour – Dr. Russell Skowronek
7 Apr

Approaches to archaeology

Readings: Chapter 2
PROJECT: describe data set (what do we know about the site historically? find sources)
Week 3—Inquiry and Fieldwork
12 Apr

Structures of Inquiry

Readings: Chapter 3

14 Apr

Fieldwork – survey

Reading: Chapter 4

PROJECT: background research (what do we know about the archaeology? describe data)

SCCAS Lecture 7:30 pm Daly 206
Week 4 – Fieldwork
19 Apr

Fieldwork – GIS 

Readings: Chapter 5
21 Apr

Fieldwork – Excavation

Readings: Chapter 6
PROJECT: interpret the documentary information (where do we expect the trash to be?) – formulate hypotheses

Week 5 – Sites and Chronology
26 Apr

Site formation

Readings: Chapter 7
28 Apr

Chronology and Dating

Reading: Chapter 8
PROJECT:  data analysis – first cut – what are the distributions of the artifacts? 

Week 6 – The framework for process
3 May

Dealing with space and time
Readings: Chapter 9
5 May

How do we know how to interpret the remains?

Readings: Chapter 10
PROJECT: data analysis – second cut – how do the artifact distributions co-vary?
Week 7 – The Archaeology of Biology
10 May

Plants and animals in the past


Readings: Chapter 11  
12 May

Bioarchaeological approaches

Readings: Chapter 12
PROJECT: data analysis: how do the artifacts compare with the known historical phases and your hypotheses?

SCCAS Lecture 7:30 pm Daly 206
Week 8 – Social systems in the past
17 May

Gender, kinship and status

Readings: Chapter 13
19 May

Interpreting symbols

Readings: Chapter 14
PROJECT: 1st draft report – group paper – with tables and figures/pictures describing the problem, the data, the methods, and your interpretations
Week 9 – Transitions in human history
24 May

Domestication and the State

Readings: Chapter 15
26 May

The Future of Archaeology

Readings: Chapter 18
PROJECT: 2nd draft – group paper – conclusions

Week 10 – Project: Santa Clara: Benton and Sherman Streets
31 May

Student Presentations
2 June

Student Presentations
FINAL PROJECT DUE 3 JUNE – 5 pm
