Santa Clara University

Department of Anthropology

ANTH 5: Geico to Devo: Popular Culture and Biological Anthropology

Instructor: Michelle Bezanson



Class time: MWF 

Office: O’Connor 321




Location: O’Connor 

Phone: 551-1684 







Email: mbezanson@scu.edu






Office Hours:  MWF

Course Description: In this course, we will examine key concepts in biological anthropology and how they have been interpreted within the context of popular culture. The goals of this course are: 1) to place theoretical development within a cultural context to understand the history of key concepts in biological anthropology; 2) to critically analyze how evolutionary anthropological data have been interpreted and misinterpreted, and; 3) in-depth analyses of current anthropological topics as covered by popular media.
Anthropology 5 satisfies the Social Science Requirement.

Academic Misconduct: The University’s policy on academic honesty will be observed in this class. http://www.scu.edu/studentlife/resources/academicintegrity/index.cfm 

Disability Accommodation Policy: To request academic accommodations for a disability, students must contact Disability Resources located in The Drahmann Center in Benson, room 214, (408) 554-4111; TTY (408) 554-5445.  Students must provide documentation of a disability to Disability Resources prior to receiving accommodations.

Required Text: 

C. Loring Brace: “Race is a Four-Letter Word: The Genesis of the Concept”

Course Requirements and Grades: 

COURSE STRUCTURE:

Readings: Students are required to complete assigned readings prior to the date they are assigned. Impromptu discussions over the readings will take place throughout the course.  If you are unprepared for these discussions then participation points will be deducted from your final point total.

Exams (40%): There will be two exams . Exams will consist of short answer and essay questions.  Material from lectures, discussions, in-class videos and reading assignments up to the day of the exam will be covered on the exam. A review guide will be provided before each exam.  Each exam comprises 15% of your final grade.

Presentations and paper (30%): Each student will choose one aspect of biological anthropology to provide an in-depth analysis on how this concept has been used in one arena of popular culture.  For example, you might review a movie, a book, a concept, music, or series of popular articles.  The assignment involves sharing information with the class in a short presentation and submitting a paper at the end of the quarter.  Your paper will not only include the popular perception of the topic, but you will also incorporate empirical evidence to explore how the popular interpretation has deviated from the actual science.  On September 26, provide an abstract that summarizes your topic and research plan.  The final paper is due on November 2. Presentations are during the last two weeks of class. 

Participation (10%): Participation is critical for achieving a high grade in this course.  You are expected to take part in discussions during student presentations and to ask interesting questions during lectures and class discussions.  Many of the readings present arguments that are hotly debated in the field of biological anthropology and evolutionary biology.  We will discuss the many sides to these arguments, and you are expected to ask thoughtful questions about these readings.  Participation points are not free points added subjectively at the end of the semester.  I will note your participation and add points accordingly.

Response Statements (20%): Two response statements will be required throughout the semester.  These are one to two-page typed responses to a question that will be distributed during class and will be submitted by each student during the next class meeting.  Attendance is essential as these responses will be handed out at the end of class on dates that are yet to be determined.  Each response statement will comprise 10% of the final grade. 

Attendance: Attendance is mandatory.  You will not receive participation points if you miss lectures and student presentations. Lectures: Students are required to attend all lectures, discussions, films, and lab meetings.  Readings are to be completed before the class period on which they are scheduled.

Exams: 40%

Presentations and paper: 30%
Response statements: 20%

Participation: 10%

Classroom protocol: Attendance is required to all class sessions.  All written assignments must be typed and handed to me during the class session in which they are due.  Assignments will not be accepted over email. Make-up exams are only allowed in extreme circumstances with written documentation from proper authority.  You must notify me in advance to make arrangements to take the exam soon before or after the scheduled time.

Achieving your best academic performance in this class: The information and concepts presented in this class while fun and interesting, can be challenging.  To achieve the most out of this class, complete all readings before the class in which the topics are discussed.  Ask thoughtful questions.  Visit office hours if you would like to discuss particular topics in more detail or would like additional references. Form study groups with other students long before exams are scheduled.
	DATE
	LECTURE TOPIC
	READING/Chapters

	September 17
	Introduction-shortened schedule
	

	September 19
	What is biological anthropology?

What is popular culture?
	 

	September 21, 24
	A brief history of biological anthropology.
	ERES: Little, M: 1980 The development of ideas on human ecology and adaptation.

	Human Origins



	September 26
	Evolution and current popular culture.
	ERES: Dobzhansky, T: 1973. Nothng in biology makes sense except in the light of evolution.

ERES: Rennie, J: 2002. 15 Answers to Creationist Nonsense. 

	September 28
	Funky scenarios: alien origins, aquatic apes, and dancing australopithecines…
	ERES: Verhagen, M: 1991. Aquatic ape theory and fossil hominins.

ERES: Langdon, J: 1997. Umbrella hypotheses and parsimony in human evolution: A critique of the aquatic ape hypothesis.

	October 1
	Are we not men?  We are D.E.V.O!

De-evolution, prions, and Oscar Kiss Maerth.
	 TBA

	October 3
	Piltdown, primates, and ‘the missing link’
	ERES: Trinkaus, E: 1980. A history of Homo erectus and Homo sapiens paleontology in America.

ERES: Feder, K: 1990.Piltdown, paradigms, and the paranormal.

	October 5
	Lucy in the sky with diamonds.
	ERES: Johanson, D & Edey, M: 1980. Finding Lucy.

	October 8
	Am I part neandertal? Jean Auel and ‘Clan of the Cavebear’
	ERES:  Heeren, F: 2004.  A caveful of clues about early humans.

	October 10
	EXAM 1
	

	Race and Modern Human Diversity

	October 12,15
	Biological and Social Constructs

The race concept 
	Brace: Chapters 1 -7

	October 17
	Race and biological anthropology
	Brace: Chapters 8-17

	October 19
	The Bell Curve
	Brace: Chapters 18-19

	October 22, 24, 26
	The CSI effect: forensic Anthropology
	Ubelaker, D: 2006. Skeletons testify: Anthropology in forensic science.

	Primates

	October 29
	Women and primate studies.
	ERES: Keller, E: 2000. Women, gender, and science: some parallels between primatology and developmental biology.

	October 31, November 2
	Monkey butlers and King Kong.

Primates in television & movies.
	Stanford, C: 2003: Close encounters.

	November 5
	Cryptozoology and BigFoot

The natural and social history of a giant ape.
	Krantz, GS: 1985. A species named from footprints.

	November 7,8
	I am 98% chimpanzee: The human genome project
	Marks, J: 2000. 98% alike.

de Waal, F: 2005. Are we in anthropodenial?

	November 12,14,16, 26
	Student Presentations
	TBA-students decide

	November 28, 30
	Are humans Still evolving?
	

	Finals week
	EXAM II
	


