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Course Description: In this course, we will examine key concepts in the science of measuring human variation. The goals of this course are: 1) to place theoretical development within a cultural context to understand the history of key concepts in human biocultural variation; 2) to critically analyze how anthropological data have been interpreted and misinterpreted, and; 3) in-depth analyses of race, sex, IQ, and evolution within a cultural framework. We will emphasize the following objectives as defined by Santa Clara University’s Department of Anthropology: We will apply critical thinking to emphasize varied biological and cultural forces that have shaped past and modern human societies.  This understanding includes recognition of the interconnectedness of these forces from a global perspective.  Students will demonstrate a comprehension of how anthropologists have applied their knowledge and skills to address major human issues. 

Course Requirements and Grades: 

Attendance and participation: Attendance and participation is mandatory.  You will not receive participation points if you miss lectures and student presentations. You may be called on to explain key concepts from the readings to the rest of the class. Come prepared, both by reading the material and thinking carefully about it.

Part of your participation grade (10%) will be bringing an article to class that addressed the topic of the day every Friday. Be prepared to discuss the article in relation to the day’s topic.

In-class quizzes/ reading:  A weekly reading quiz will address the readings for the week and may ask you to compare and contrast with previously discussed material. Quizzes may not be made up.

Presentation:  In the last two weeks of class, you and your project partner will present the results of your research on the assigned scenario/topic involving the measurement of humans. As part of this presentation you will elicit questions and comments from the other students in the class, as well as provide discussion questions for them. What you learn in the presentation/discussion will be incorporated in your research paper. This is primarily a verbal presentation but a few powerpoint pictures may be used to illustrate your topic.

Research project/ paper:  Your research paper will be completed with your partner. Your research will address the Scenario you choose at the beginning of the quarter/sequence. You are expected to do your research in both popular cultural venues as well as academic journals and books. The goal of the project is to explore a particular cultural category, comparing and contrasting its ‘content’ among at least two different groups at different times. 10-15 pgs double-spaced plus bibliography. You will meet with the instructor once every two to three weeks to discuss your progress.
Readings: Readings are available through ERES.  Password: Huxley. Students are required to complete assigned readings prior to the date they are assigned. Discussions over the readings will take place throughout the course.  If you are unprepared for these discussions then participation points will be deducted from your final point total.

GRADING:

Participation: 15%

In class quizzes/ reading: 35%

Final Presentation: 20%

Research project/ paper: 30%

Course Schedule: 

11A: Fall 2008

Week 1 – A Natural History of Humanity/ Introduction

Mon 9/22 – Introduction, Natural history framework. Paper topics.

Wed 9/24 Culture, biology, and evolution. 


Paper topics.

Reading: Reading: Gould, SJ. 1981. Evolution as fact and theory. Discover 34-37.

Fri 9/26 Article discussion.

Topic 1: Scenarios-Research Projects

Topic 2: What does it mean to be human? How and why do we classify?

Week 2 – Evolution, Natural selection, adaptation, adaptability

Mon 9/29 What is an adaptation? How is this term applied to understanding human 

biological and cultural variation?

Reading: Bock, W.J., (1980). The definition and recognition of biological adaptations. American Zoologist 20, 217-27.

Baker, PT. 1976. Work performance of highland natives. In: Baker, PT. (ed) Man in the Andes PA: Dowden.

Wed 10/1 Adjustment vs. adaptation: Where does culture fit in?

Reading: Excerpt from: Richerson, PJ. And Boyd, R. 2006. Not by Genes Alone: How Culture Transformed Human Evolution. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Fri 10/3 Quiz- article discussion

Topic 1: How have adaptationist perspectives influenced a popular view of human evolution?

Topic 2: How does culture influence natural selection?
Week 3 - Measuring human evolution

Mon 10/6 Species, speciation, and the need to classify: What is a species?  Exploration 

of ecological, biological, and phylogenetic concepts as applied to human evolution. 

Reading: Tattersall, I. (1992) Species concepts and species identification in human evolution. Journal of Human Evolution 22:341-349.

Wed 10/8 A brief history of human (8 mya to the present)

Reading: Leonard, W. 2002. Food for thought. Scientific American 106-115.

Fri 10/10 Quiz – article discussion

Topic 1: Speciosity to one superior species: What are teleological views and why do we have them?

Topic 2: Identifying symbolic behavior through time.

Preliminary bibliography with focus questions due.

Week 4 – Bodies, Brains, and IQ

Mon 10/13 Craniometrics and Anthropometry: White European men and how they 

classified the rest of us.

Reading: Boas, F. 1899. The cephalic index. American Anthropologist 1: 448-461.

Reading: Gould, SJ. 1981. Measuring bodies: two case studies on the apishness of undesireables.

Wed 10/15 IQ-What is my IQ and what does this number mean? From measuring heads in 

France to Stanford Binet and American hereditarianism.


Reading: Kamin, LJ. 1995. The pioneers of IQ testing. In: Jacoby, R. and 

Glauberman, N. (eds) The Bell Curve Debate: History, Documents, Opinions. NY: Times Books, 476-509.

Fri 10/17 Quiz – article discussion


Topic 1: Is or was IQ testing ever useful?


Topic 2: Ability and performance: how do we test?

Week 5 – Race
Mon 10/20  Biological contructs and biocultural approaches.

Reading: Bernasconi, R. 2001. Who invented the concept of race? Kant’s role in the Enlightenment construction of race. In: Bernasconi, R. (ed) Race. MA: Blackwell., pp. 11-36.

Bibliography and outline due.

Wed 10/22 Race and forensic anthropology


Reading: Brace, L. Does ‘race’ exist? Antagonist perspective.


Gill, G. Does ‘race’ exist? Proponent perspective.

Fri 10/24 Quiz – article discussion


Topic 1: Does race exist and if so how is it measured? 

Topic 2: Is we deny the existence of biological race, does this deny the existence of racism?

Week 6 – Race in the Ancient World
Mon 10/27 Three, five, seven races and the drive to classify.

Reading: Linnaeus, C. 1758. Excerpt: Systema Naturae. 10th edition, Stockholm.

Montagu A. 1962. The concept of race.  American Anthropologist, 64:919-928

Wed 10/29 Racism and disease transmission in the ancient world. 


Reading: Njeri, I. 1995. What’s in a name?

Excerpt: Wills, C. 1996. Yellow Fever Black Goddess: The Co-evolution of People and Plagues. 

Fri 10/31 Quiz – article discussion

Topic 1: Does the continued use of English-language names perpetuate a legacy of slavery and influence African American identity?

Topic 2: How has human movement influenced cultural perceptions of disease and race?

Week 7 - Measuring patterns of disease

Mon 11/3 Immune system-film

Reading: Gluckman Peter D., and Mark A. Hanson  (2004)  Living with the past:
evolution, development, and patterns of disease.  Science  305:1733-1736.

Sapolsky, RM. 2005. Sick of poverty. Scientific American 293: 92-99.

Paper draft due.

Wed 11/5 Patterns of disease

Reading: Bardach, AL. 1995. The White Cloud: The stealth virus: AIDS and Latinos. The New Republic. 212: 27-31.

Fri 11/7 Quiz – article discussion


Topic 1: How does culture (behavior) influence natural selection in pathogen 

resistence? 

Topic 2: What are examples of the ‘culture of denial’ (AIDS as a stealth virus)?

Week 8 – Sex, gender, and reproduction

Mon 11/10 Biological sex and gender as a cultural construct.

Reading: Nanda, S. 1992. Arranging a marriage in India. In: DeVita, PR. (ed) The 

Naked Anthropologist: Tales from around the World. Wadsworth, pp. 137-143.

Wed 11/12 Film: Paradise Bent: Boys will be girls in Samoa. This film explores of the 

Samoan fa'afafines, boys who are raised as girls, fulfilling a traditional role in 

Samoan culture.

Reading: Small, M. 1992. What’s love go to do with it? Discover. 

Fri 11/14 Quiz – article discussion

Topic 1: How do cultural constructs of gender differ in Samoan culture? 


Topic 2: How do we define machismo and what values does it entail?

November 17, 19, 21:  Student presentations and discussion 

November 24-28: Thanksgiving break

December 1, 3:  Student presentations and discussion

December 5: Final paper due.

Classroom protocol: Attendance is required to all class sessions.  All written assignments must be typed and handed to us at the beginning of the class session in which they are due.  Assignments will not be accepted over email.  

Academic Misconduct: The University’s policy on academic honesty will be observed in this class. http://www.scu.edu/studentlife/resources/academicintegrity/index.cfm
Achieving your best academic performance in this class: The information and concepts presented in this class while fun and interesting, can be challenging.  To achieve the most out of this class, complete all readings before the class in which the topics are discussed.  Ask thoughtful questions.  Visit office hours if you would like to discuss particular topics in more detail or would like additional references. Form study groups with other students to discuss paper topics and presentation strategies.

Disability Accommodation Policy: To request academic accommodations for a disability, students must contact Disability Resources located in The Drahmann Center. (408) 554-4111; TTY (408) 554-5445.  Students must provide documentation of a disability to Disability Resources prior to receiving accommodations.

