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Education:

2003 Ph.D., New York University, English and American Language and Literature,

with a concentration in Irish studies. Dissertation: “‘On Munster Grass and Connemara Skies:’ The Sense of Place in the Fiction of Somerville and Ross.” Dissertation director: Prof. Denis Donoghue.
1991, M.Div., University of Toronto.

1991, S.T.B., Regis College, Toronto.
1985 A.M., University of Chicago, English, with a concentration in medieval studies. 
Thesis: “‘The souls of those that yielded them to wrath:’ Anger in Chaucer’s Friar’s and Summoner’s Tales.” Thesis director: Prof. Jay Schleusener.
  1980 B.A. (cum laude), Fairfield University, English, with a minor in history.
Teaching:

Assistant professor of English, Santa Clara University, California, 2005 – present. Relevant 

courses: “Modern British Drama,” “Irish Drama;” “Irish Women Writers;” “Yeats 
and the Irish Literary Revival.”

Adjunct instructor, Sacred Heart University, Fairfield, Connecticut, 2003 – 2005. Served on 

an advisory committee to establish a study-abroad program in Dingle, County, Kerry, 

Ireland.

Adjunct instructor, Fairfield University, Fairfield, Connecticut, 1995 – 2002. Served on an 


advisory committee to establish an Irish studies minor program. Relevant course: “Irish 


Literature.”
Publications:

“‘Good Landlords and Bad Crops:’ The Great Hunger in the Writings of Somerville and 


Ross.” Ireland’s Great Hunger: Representation and Preservation, ed. David Vallone.


Hamden, Conn.: Quinnipiac University, 2008. 
“‘Green World:’ The Mock-pastoral of The Irish R.M.” Estudios Irlandeses, issue 3, March 


2008.

“Land and Landscape in the Fiction of Somerville and Ross.” Land and Landscape in 
Nineteenth Century Ireland, ed. Glenn Hooper and Una Bromell. Dublin: Four Courts Press, 2008. 
“Somerville and Ross.” Reference article in The Facts on File Companion to the British 


Short Story, ed. Andrew Maunder. Oxford and New York: Facts on File, 2007. 
Conference papers:

“‘Facing Both Ways:’ The Unionism and Nationalism of Somerville and Ross.” Southern 

Regional Meeting, American Conference for Irish Studies, Savannah, Georgia, March 8, 2008.

“Good Landlords and Bad Crops:The Great Hunger in the Fiction of Somerville and 
Ross.” Conference on “Ireland's Great Hunger: Representation and Preservation,” Quinnipiac University, Hamden, Conn. September 17, 2005. 

“The Irish Cousins on the Continent: The European Travel Writings of Somerville and 
Ross.” Conference on Irish Women Writers, Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium. October 26, 2007. 
“The Land Acts and Irish Fiction.” Conference of the Victorian Interdisciplinary Studies 


       Association of the Western United States, University of Washington, Seattle,   

            October 3, 2008. 

“Land and Landscape in the Fiction of Somerville and Ross.” Conference of the Society 

for the Study of Nineteenth Century Ireland, National University of Ireland, Limerick. June 18, 2005. 

“Landscape Description in the Early Fiction of Somerville and Ross.” Conference of the 

Northeast Modern Language Association, Baltimore, March 4, 2007. 

“The Real Charlotte and the Real Ireland: Place and Memory in the Fiction of Somerville 

and Ross.” Southern Regional Meeting, American Conference for Irish Studies, Emory University, Atlanta. March 6, 2004.

Book review:
Review of Dennis O’Driscoll, Stepping Stones: Interviews with Seamus Heaney (New 

York: Farar, Straus & Giroux, 2009). America, 2009 [forthcoming]. 
Invited lectures:
“The Ethics of Joyce’s Dubliners.” All-day workshop for M.A. seminar, Sacred Heart 

University, Fairfield, Conn., September 19, 2003 and September 20, 2004. 

“Oscar Wilde and The Importance of Being Earnest.” Two-day workshop for the Osher 

Center for Lifelong Learning, Santa Clara University, June 4-5, 2007. 
Grant:

National Endowment for the Humanities, Visiting Scholar at the Keough-Naughton 

Institute for Irish Studies, University of Notre Dame, “Anglo-Irish Identities” seminar, Summer 2009. 
Memberships:
American Conference for Irish Studies.

International Association for the Study of Irish Literatures.

Irish Literary and Historical Society of San Francisco. 

Modern Language Association.

Society for the Study of Nineteenth Century Ireland.

Victorian Interdisciplinary Association of the Western United States. 

