LITA A. KURTH -- CURRICULUM VITAE


LKurth@scu.edu



EDUCATION

· M.A. English Composition + Certificate in Teaching Reading, San Francisco State University

· Successful completion of all coursework for Ph.D., History, UC Berkeley 

· MFA in Creative Writing, Pacific Lutheran University, Rainier Writers Workshop, 2009
· B.A. Double Major: History and French, With Distinction, University of Wisconsin at Madison 

· “Advanced Level” Degrees in English and History, Henbury School, Bristol, England 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT, SERVICE
· Joined flagship faculty group to teach online classes 2009

· Sustainability Summer Seminar participant, 2007

· Leader of Faculty Development-supported interdepartmental English Composition Theory study group 2005-6

· Volunteer speaker at LEAD dinners 2006, 2007

· Volunteer participant in producing Cal Legacy materials for California Pioneer Women presentation at WOW conference, West Valley College, 2006

· Vocation Seminar, Bannan Institute, Summer 2003 and continuing
· With financial support of ESF, Globalization Institute, and Diane Dreher’s Bannan grant, brought to campus Brazilian artist & sustainable agriculturalists Lucila Machado Assumpcao & spouse for classroom and campus workshops and events, Winter 2003

· Participant campus creative writing event honoring astronauts, 2003

· Hewlett Planning Grant--Residential Learning Community, 2001-2

· Co-presented “When We Were Kings” with Igwe and RLC’s, ‘00, ’01, ‘05
· Co-recipient, Irvine Grant for multicultural curriculum development, 2000-01

· Assisted with and participated in USACLAS conference on campus, April 2002

· Summer Orientation advisor, 2001-present

· Pro bono advisor of several English majors per year, 1998-present

· Participant, critical theory reading group on campus

· Participant in evaluation of SCU future English teachers

· Participant in interviewing English Dept. job candidates
· Summer workshops in Ethnic Studies, Women’s Studies at Santa Clara University, 1995, ‘96

Professional Affiliations, current and former
Member


Working Class Studies Association

AWP
Assembly for Expanded Perspectives on Learning





CFT
Associate


Multicultural Center, Santa Clara University





Environmental Studies Institute




California Legacy Project
Former Member

USACLAS (Postcolonial Literature organization)





CCL 
MELUS

California Poets in the Schools




Modern Language Association
International Reading Association





NCTE

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

• annual-contract lecturer, santa clara university 

Fall '94 –fall, 2006
Continually refining English  I, English II, 79 and 179
Taught in variety of Residential Learning Communities

Developed multicultural English 79 (3rd writing course) co-listed with Environmental Studies ca. 2002.  





Taught Business Writing/Rhetoric (English 179/183)

Fiction writing (summers)
199 Advanced Composition Directed Study, Spring, 2005


Fall, 2006-present
QPT faculty teaching English 1 and 2
• Adjunct Reading.\composition faculty, De Anza Community College

Spring, 2007, Wtr 2008
Basic Writing and Developmental Writing, Writing Lab volunteer




Portfolio grading participant

Fall, '95-Spring 98
Reading 91 class (second level, developmental class)





Ethnically diverse classes with range of ages.

•  adjunct faculty , Foothill community College


Fall ‘96-Wtr., ‘98
English 110 (Basic Writing), English 1A, and English 1B





Writing Center Instructor






Developed English 1A research course focusing on “muckraking”

•  Adjunct Lecturer, California College of arts and Crafts


Fall, '93-Fall ‘95
Writing Workshop (ESL/Basic Writing & Reading class) 

Participated in holistic scoring of English Placement Exams; taught intensive reading and writing class for students who failed placement exam; mostly young adults, majority foreign students; Faculty Mentor in Poetry.

• English Instructor, Evergreen Community College (off-site, accelerated 
workplace program through IBCD)


Summer-fall, '95, Spring ‘96
    English 1A and 1B




Intensive evening class of full-time, working adults, many immigrants, at 




their workplace, Komag, in Milpitas.

• Computer writing lab & Assistant Prof, College of San Mateo


Fall, '93-Dec'94
Advanced Composition on the Computer; One-to-one

instructor in Writing Lab, Advanced Composition (English 165), Developmental Writing 
(801). Classes diverse in ethnicity, age and preparation. Worked with team to develop curricular materials for writing lab.

• English Instructor,  Contra Costa College

Spr. & Sum, '94
English 1A and Basic Writing (142B)






Basic Writing instructor + writing lab work.  Students were ethnically 



diverse, several concurrently attending high school 


Summer, 1992 -Summer, 1993 
Lead Staff at College Writing Lab, a computerized writing center, providing students at all levels with help in writing, reading, revising, ESL, and Literature; administered exit exams and devised assignments for independent study.

• English Composition Instructor, Los Medanos College


Fall, 1993

Basic Writing (Language Arts 9) including Writing Lab
The classes were ethnically diverse, containing many immigrants. Most students adults, many returning students.

• Reading Instructor at San Francisco State University

Fall, 1993

Reading and Study Skills (English 115) including reading rate & 



comprehension, vocabulary, and test-taking strategies. Students were 



ethnically diverse, primarily young adults. Freelance reading tutor.



Publications



· Short short story”Heaven’s Entryway” honorable mention in contest and publication in Tatoo Highway, 2008
· Poem “New Hampshire: A Wish for Burial in the Ground”, 2008 Vermont Literary Review
· Monthly columns on creative writing in South Bay Writers Club newsletter, WritersTalk, 2007-present
· Review of Anthony Easthope’s The Unconscious in Journal of The Assembly for Expanded
 Perspectives on Learning (NCTE) Winter 2003-04
· “Booknote” Brief review ofJung on Death and Immortality, and Religion and the Spiritual in 
Carl Jung in Religious Studies Review, December, 2000

·  “Booknote” brief  review of Ford Russell’s Northrop Frye on Myth: an Introduction. In 
Journal of Religous Studies, July 2000

· Book Review, Inside English, May 1995

· Poetry Reviews of Amy Gerstler, Chitra Divakaruni American Poetry Archives News, 1993

· "Amy Tan Reading and in Conversation With Molly Giles" American Poetry Archives News, 
1993
· Annotated Bibliography of Recommended Books for K-12 Science Teachers, 

Sierra Club Bookstore, East Bay Chapter, 1993.



Lectures, presentations



· MFA class on Temporal Transitions in Fiction at Rainier Writers Workshop, summer 2009

· Reading of four of my historically-based short-short stories at Working Class Studies Association Conference, Pittsburgh, June 2009
· CCL conference presentation, “The Neighbor: Tolstoy’s Master and Man as a tale of our relationship to the shadow”, Spring, ‘05 

· AEPL Annual Conference, 75-minute workshop, “Creative Nonfiction in the Composition Classroom”, June ‘04

· Composition Colloquium Third-Writing Co-Presenter, November, 2004
· CCL conference presentation “The Developmental Theories of Jung and Campbell: Pedagogy and Literature”, March ‘04

· Workshop, AVID conference for minority high school students: “How to Write a Lot about a Little” March, ’04, ‘05
· Co-presenter, Department Colloquium, Santa Clara University,“Enhancing Multicultural 
Learning in Core Writing Classes” November, 2000

· Department Colloquium, Santa Clara University, “Can Jungian/Campbellian Archetypes of
 the Hero Be Applied to Heroines?” April 17, 1999

· Lecture for Symposium on Color and Culture, CA College of Arts & Crafts: "A Brief Selec

tive History  & Etymology of the Color Green" November 16, '95

· CCCC Annual Conference: Forum Washington, DC, March, '95 "Democracy and Leadership 
in Basic Writing Small Groups" (Written version requested for ERIC database.)

· Lecture (based on competitive submission): San Francisco State University Composition


Forum,  "Democracy and Leadership in Basic Writing Small Groups," April 23, 1994

· Several lectures in UC Berkeley History Dept, 1983

· Public Lecture on The French Revolution at The Exploratorium, July 14, 1989

Creative Writing Activities, Awards, etc.

· "The Emigrant Song" East and West Litarary Quarterly, Summer 1992

· "The Return of Geoff Hoyle" Harpoon, April, 1992

· "Wanted" Trade Trax, July 1991

· "Home for the Funeral" Santa Clara Review, Spring, 1991

· "A Mere Nothing," Exploratorium Quarterly, Vol. 13, No. 4 1989

· "The Driven Snow," Exploratorium Quarterly, Vol 13, No. 2 1989

· Editor, The Pinestead Review, 1991 

· Frost Place Poetry conference, competitive application, 1990

· Metro “Couch Potato Essay” Award, 1996

· AYA Press Poetry Contest  (Cash Award)

· Fellowship, Mendocino Coast Writers Conference, 1994

· A handful of poetry readings in the Berkeley area 1990-93

Professional Writing Experience: Writing, Editing, Proofreading, and Coaching

· Academic Business Journals

· Other Academic Journals

· Bio-sciences Research: Immunology, Plant Biology, Genetics 

· Business Information Research: preparation of corporate profiles

· Government, foundation, and corporate grant proposals

· Educational research

· Psychology; Child Development, Cognitive Development, Pediatrics

· Annual Reports

· Interviews and Profiles of Scientists

· Water and Wastewater Industry

· Electric Utilities Industry

· Basic Physics; Perception and Cognition

· Ophthalmology and Optometry, Vision Research

· Rehabilitation for Sight- and Hearing-Impaired

· Technology Transfer

· Labor and Management Relations, Industrial Relations

· History

· Feature writing

