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PMIN 251 - Catholic Social Teaching — FALL 2009
GRADUATE PROGRAM IN PASTORAL MINISTRIES

Joseph Benedict, S.T.D.

(650) 559-2080, (408) 983-0256 (Fridays) 


Email: benedict@dsj.org





         
Office Hours:  Monday, after class -or-   by appointment / phone  /  email 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

· Read the material carefully and be prepared to discuss it

· Be in Spiritual Direction

· Lead questions/discussion at beginning of class (sign-ups first day)

· Three 4-page papers

· Due dates and subject matters are listed on this syllabus 

· Top of first page should list your name only.  No titles, please.

· Please do not use cover sheets or folders; simply staple the sheets.

· No outside sources may be used.

· Please use 12 point Times font and regular margins
· The goals of the papers are twofold:

1. Indicate your personal understanding of the subject matter.

2. Explain how this understanding applies to you as a pastoral minister.  In other words, how will you use this material in your personal current or future ministry?

· Use assistance if your writing skills are a bit rusty  -or-  if you have some struggles with English.

· Have someone read the paper for you.

· Utilize the services of the Drahmann Center

· Grammatical and spelling errors will lower your grade.
COURSE OBJECTIVES


This course focuses on the contemporary body of Catholic social teaching [CST] as found in papal and hierarchical documents, beginning with the 1891 encyclical of Pope Leo XIII, Rerum Novarum [On the Condition of Labor], and continuing to the present.  In addition, examination will be given to the letters of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) as well as bishop conferences throughout the world regarding such issues as racism, employment, working conditions, distribution of resources; peace, just war and non-violence; economy, etc.  


Obviously, Catholic social teaching is broader than the documents themselves and attention will be given to the differences and diversity inherent in the documents.  

Throughout, we examine our Christian vocation to be disciples of the word and life of Christ and how it is that we use this knowledge and reflection in our current or future pastoral ministry.  
Within that context, consideration will be given to the manner in which our spirituality individually, and our spirituality collectively, are informed by the lenses through which we perceive CST: human dignity, the social nature of the human, the common good, subsidiarity, solidarity, preferential option for the poor, Catholic theories of justice, and an integral humanism.

TEXTS

1. Bible — NRSV, NAB, or NJB, etc.

2. Edward P. DeBerri, and Hug, James E.  Catholic Social Teaching: Our Best Kept Secret. Orbis Books: Maryknoll, N.Y. 2006.

3. Kristin E. Heyer. Prophetic & Public: The Social Witness of U.S. Catholicism. Georgetown University Press: Washington, D.C. 2006

4. Kenneth R. Himes, O.F.M., ed. Modern Catholic Social Teaching: Commentaries and Interpretations. Georgetown University Press: Washington, D.C. 2005

5. Jesuit Centre for Faith and Justice. Catholic Social Teaching in Action. The Columba Press: Blackrock, Ireland. 2005.

6. Jesuit Centre for Faith and Justice. Windows on Social Spirituality. The Columba Press: Blackrock, Ireland. 2003.

a. Web Sites:
i. www.vatican.va



[Vatican]

ii. www.usccb.org



[U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops]

iii. www.cccb.ca



[Canadian Catholic Conference of Bishops]

iv. www.shc.edu/theolibrary/cstdocs.htm
[Medellín]

v. www.coc.org



[Center of Concern — African documents]

vi. www.bible.claret.org


[Asian documents]

vii. www.catholic.org.au


[Australian document]

viii. www.catholic-ew.org.uk/frame-set.htm
[British document]

ix. www.educationforjustice.org

Various material and resources

x. www2.bc.edu/~khimes/publications/mcst/  Boston College Site

GRADE COMPUTATION
Grades will be calculated on the following basis:


Papers


80%


Class Participation
20% (including class discussions with questions)  If you do not participate





in class discussion, your final grade will not be more than a “B-”.

ACADEMIC HONESTY

Santa Clara University insists on honesty and integrity from all members of its community.  The standards of the University preclude any form of cheating, plagiarism, forgery of signatures, and falsification of data.  A student who commits any offense against academic honesty and integrity may receive a failing grade without a possibility of withdrawal.  An offense may also dictate suspension or dismissal from the University.  In particular, it is each student’s responsibility to understand the serious nature of plagiarism and the consequences of such activity.


PRIOR TO FIRST CLASS:  Himes, pp. 1 – 71

CLASS #1 — September 21
In Class:

· Introductions

· Exchange of emails and phone numbers

· Review of syllabus and expectations

· Explanation of the task at hand

· Sign up — Discussion Leaders

· Defining spirituality and social teaching.

· How do scripture and natural law inform CST?



Assignment for next class:

· Windows on Social Spirituality, pp. 7 – 159 (i.e. entire book)

CLASS #2 — September 28
In Class:

· Expectations for Papers

· Various lenses through which to view CST

· CST and my spirituality



Assignment for next class:
· Himes, pp. 72 – 124 

CLASS #3 — October 5
In Class:
· Early CST and the advent of the “modern age” of CST



Assignment for next class:
· Paper #1 due next week

· Topic:  How do you see the relationship between spirituality and Catholic Social Teaching? How do you interpret their connection & relationship with regard to the manner in which we live our lives in the religious, political, social, and personal spheres.  The ethicist John Gustafson says that the Bible does not offer revealed morality but revealed reality and tells us the kind of people we are to become if we are to hear its message faithfully.  Using our readings thus far, explore how CST distinctly assists in revealing the reality that we are called to live.
· Heyer, pp. xi – 117
CLASS #4 — October 12
In Class:

· Hand in Paper #1
· CST and its public role in the USA



Assignment for next class:

· Heyer, pp. 119 – 214

· Himes, pp. 127 - 243

CLASS #5 — October 19
In Class:

· The Church & Politics — a match made in heaven?

· Papal writings



Assignment for next class:

· Himes, pp. 244 – 362 

CLASS #6 — October 26
In Class:

· Excursus and reactions



Assignment for next class:

· Himes, pp. 363 – 521

CLASS #7 — November 2
In Class:

· Later documents — peace and economics


Assignment for next class:

· Himes, pp. 522 – 544 

· Catholic Social Teaching in Action, pp. 6 – 153 (i.e. entire book)
· Paper #2 due next week

· Topic: Kenneth Himes and his ethicist brother, Michael, write (as quoted in Heyer’s book):  “…[T]he one who retreats from the cares and concerns of his brothers and sisters because [outside] concerns seem a distraction from God simply does not know what the word “God” means in Christian discourse.  And so we cannot abandon politics, in its classical meaning, the attempt to construct a society that makes the good life (however we may understand that) possible for human beings.  We cannot attempt to become that strangely American oxymoron, a “private citizen.”  Based out our reading thus far (including up to p. 362 in Himes), explore how this statement is and is not supported by CST.
CLASS #8 — November 9
In Class:

· Looking ahead at CST
· Hand in Paper #2



Assignment for next class:

· DeBerri et al, pp. xi – 128
CLASS #9 — November 16
In Class:

· Revisiting ( another angle



Assignment for next class:

· DeBerri et al, pp. 131 – 232 
CLASS #10 — November 30
In Class:

· Caritas in Veritate
· Wrap-up
· Evaluations
· Paper #3 due next week
· Topic:  How would you present the relevancy of CST to a parish group?
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