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With his classic image of “the wounded healer,” Henri Nouwen reminds us that imperfect people do effective ministry. Drawing on the insights of developmental psychology, The Spiritual Exercises, and contemporary theologies of ministry, this course will examine the psychological and spiritual formation of the pastoral person. Students will discover within their own human imperfection the deepest wellsprings of pastoral identity and ministerial effectiveness. They will also experience a model of theological reflection on ministry which will help them:

· Integrate more deeply personal and spiritual development

· Explore their call to ministry in the context of their personal developmental process

· Articulate their personal, operative theology of ministry

· Deepen self-awareness and spirituality as the ground of ministry

· Expand their capacity for empathy, compassion and service

Class methodology will include: lecture, discussion of readings, journaling, experiential exercises, and a personal synthesis paper addressing topics covered in class.

(Complete syllabus to follow.)
REQUIRED TEXTS FOR SPIR 280:

Kurtz, E., and Ketcham, K. The Spirituality of Imperfection: Storytelling and the Search For Meaning. New York: Bantam Books, 2002.

May, Gerald G., The Dark Night of the Soul.  New York: Harper Collins, 2004.

Nouwen, Henri J. M. The Wounded Healer. New York: Doubleday, 1972.

Richo, David. When the Past Is Present. Boston and London: Shambala, 2008.

Wicks, Robert J. Bounce: Living the Resilient Life. New York: Oxford Press, 2010 (sic!).

There will also be a reader on ERES.

