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Transformative Catechesis
CATE 217

Lucinda Nolan, Ph. D.
1:30-4:00 PM

Course Description and Objectives:

This course explores the prophetic dimension of catechesis and its ability to transform
individuals, the parish community and the larger society. By examining current catechetical
methods within the context of transformational catechesis, students will be helped to re-align their
approach to catechesis and thus revitalize their teaching and their communities. Students will
reflect on their own understandings of faith formation and consider them in light of both the call
to adult-centered catechesis and contemporary transformative learning theories. Students will
explore implications of course materials for their own visions and strategies for personal and
communal transformative catechesis.

Text Requirements:

Hawkins, Thomas R. The Learning Congregation: A New Vision of Leadership.
Louisville, KY: Westminster John Know Press, 1997.

Regan, Jane E. Toward an Adult Church: A Vision of Faith Formation. Chicago:
Loyola Press, 2002.

Additional readings will be distributed in class.

Course Requirements:
Attendance and participation are expected at every class meeting. Informed dialogue
is central to the nature of the class, thus it is important that students complete assignments
prior to the class for which they are assigned.

Reading reflection papers will be assigned for some classes. These are informally
written one-page papers. The focus of the reading reflection paper will be discussed in
class the day before it is due.



The final paper is a formally constructed critical essay that addresses transformative
catechesis [class readings and discussions] in light of the student’s present ministry. This
paper should be ten pages in length and should follow Kate L. Turabian, 4 Manual for
Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 6" ed., (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1996) for style and text citation.

Class presentation of final papers will occur on July 31. Students will present an
outline and the main points of their final papers in a well organized, creative and
informative manner. The instructor may group student presentations according to topics
and/or common ministries.

Leading of a prayerful reflection for one class meeting is expected of each
student. Spiritual development is a central part of catechist formation. On an assigned
day, the student will lead the class in a brief, personally designed prayer experience.

Final Paper:

Students will write a ten page paper that critically applies course readings and discussions to their
present ministerial interests. Students should attempt to evaluate, synchronize and contrast ideas
that have surfaced in the course of our study as to their adequacy and appropriateness to the
realities of Catholic Christian ministry.

WEEK ONE

Monday, July 13
Introduction to the course
Catechesis in Context: Evangelization and Transformative Catechesis

Tuesday, July 14: Maturity and Growth in Faith
Regan Chapter 1
OHWB

Thursday, July 16: Adult Faith: Dynamics of Development
Regan Chapter 2

Friday, July 17: Transformative Learning
Regan Chapter 3
WEEK TWO
Monday, July 20: Adult Learning and Faith Formation I
Tuesday, July 21: Adult Learning and Faith Formation II

Thursday, July 23: Transforming Faith Communities
Regan Chapter 4

Friday, July 24: The Learning Community
Hawkins Part |



WEEK THREE

Monday, July 27: The Learning Community
Hawkins Part 11

Tuesday, July 28: Visions and Structures for Transformation
Regan Chapter 5 and 6

Thursday, July 30: Leading for Transformation
Regan Chapter 7

Friday, July 31
Student Presentations of Proposed Paper Topic and Outlines

Course Summary and Conclusions
Course Evaluations
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