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Personality, Social Activities, Job-Search Behavior
and Interview Success: Distinguishing Between
PANAS Trait Positive Affect and NEO Extraversion

Jerry M. Burger' and David F, Caldwel!-2

Fast research has found thar trair positive affect as measured by the Positive and
Negative Affect Schedule (PANAS )} and extraversion as measured by the NEO-
Five Factor Inventory (NEQ-FF ) are highly correlated, We examined the relation
between these two measures within the context of three social behaviors. Approx-
imately 4 months before graduation, college seniors entering the job market com-
Pleted the PANAS and the NEO-FF and reported on their social activities during
college. Three months later. these students were contacted again and described
their job search strategies and success ar obtaining follow-up job interviews. Trait
positive affect scores and extraversion scores were highly correlated and both

relation benveen extraversion and trair positive affect.

In recent years, personality psychologists have uncovered surprisingly consis-
tent evidence for a five-factor model underlying the structure of personality traits
(cf. Digman. 1990; John. 1990; McCrae & John, 1992). The five basic personal-
ity dimensions emerging from this model typically are identified as neuroticism,
extraversion, openness, agreeableness, and conscientiousness. The dimension of
interest here, extraversion, arranges people along a continuum, with extreme ex-
traverts at one end and extreme introverts at the other. Extraverts are very sociable
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