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                      Santa Clara University

                       Department of Religious Studies

RSOC 23: Religion and Social Reconciliation, Winter 2007 - 2008  

Instructor: Aquiline Tarimo, S.J.                    

E-mail: atarimo@scu.edu
Room: Bannan Hall 241
Class Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 1:00 – 2:05
Office Hours:  4:00 – 5:00 

                         Course Description, Requirement, and Assessment

Objective: Critics claim that the world could have been a better place to live without religion. Such a claim is founded upon experiences of human rights abuses in which religion is one among the main causes. Many people, despite the claim, argue that religion plays a key role in the formation of attitude and character of citizens. The question we ought to grapple with, however, is how to appeal to the power of religion to enrich social relationships. The aim of the course is to explore the role of religion in social reconciliation. The initiative of linking religious virtues to the civic virtues to reform social relationships requires us to evaluate the impact of religious virtues in public morality. Such a perspective is worthy of consideration insofar as we want to evaluate the role of religion in the process of rebuilding fractured social relationships. 

Content: Topics to be explored include: (1) foundations of public values; (2) causes of social conflict; (3) Christian understanding of social reconciliation; (4) Christian pacifism and political realism; (5) Islamic ethics of war and peace; (6) forgiveness, justice, and politics; (7) ambiguity and limitation of religion; (8) convergence of religious virtues and civic virtues; (9) public conscience and reconstruction of social relationships; (10) churches as avenues of social reconciliation; (11) religious contribution to the truth and reconciliation commissions; (12) religious and ethical justifications for humanitarian intervention; (13) war, morality, and realism; (14) ethics of global solidarity and the common good; (15) effective models of peace education; and (16) democratic governance as a foundation of social order, justice, and peace.  One topic will be covered in two sessions.          

Method: Intensive reading of the required text, writing of a short exercise in advance articulating the author’s position, and discussion of the topic in class is the bedrock of the entire course. On certain topics some writing will be required and students will assume different roles in the facilitation of the discussion.

                              Topics, Required Readings, and Assessments

1. Introduction: Overview and Objective of the Course

2. Foundations of Public Values

Required Readings: Austin Flannery, O.P., ed., Vatican Council II: The Conciliar and Post-Conciliar Documents (Bandra, Bombay: St. Paul, 1995), Gaudium et Spes and Dignitatis Humanae; Hennelly, Alfred, S.J., and Langan, John, S.J., eds., Human Rights in the Americas: The Struggle for Consensus (Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 1982), 52-65.     

3. Causes of Social Conflict: Competing Identities, Loyalties, and Interests  
Required Reading: Aquiline Tarimo, S.J., African Peacemaking and Governance (Nairobi: Acton Publishers, 2007), 10-28.
4. Christian Understanding of Social Reconciliation

Required Reading: Robert J. Schreiter, Reconciliation: Mission and Ministry in a Changing Social Order (Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 1998), 1-62.

5. Convergence of Religious Virtues and Civic Virtues

Required Reading: Ada Maria Isasi-Diaz, “Reconciliation: A Religious, Social, and Civic virtue,” Journal of Hispanic/Latino Theology 8, 4 (May, 2001): 5-28. 

6. War, Christian Pacifism, and Political Realism

Required Readings: Luise Schottroff, “Non-Violence and the Love of One’s Enemies (Mt 5: 38-48),” in Reginald H. Fuller, ed., Essays on the Love Commandment (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1978), 9-39; Terry Nardin, ed., The Ethics of War and Peace: Religious and Secular Perspectives (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1996), 169-196. 

7. Islamic Ethics of War and Peace

Required Reading: Terry Nardin, ed., The Ethics of War and Peace: Religious and Secular Perspectives (New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1996), 128-166. 

8. Ambiguity and Limitation of Religion 
Required Reading: Raymond G. Helmick, S.J., and Rodney L. Petersen, eds., Forgiveness and Reconciliation: Religion, Public Policy, and Conflict Transformation (Philadelphia: Templeton Foundation Press, 2001), 81-95.

9. Churches as Avenues of Social Reconciliation

Required Reading: Robert J. Schreiter, Reconciliation: Mission and Ministry in a Changing Social Order (Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 1997), 63-82. 

10. Religious Contribution to the Truth and Reconciliation Commissions 

Required Reading: Audrey R. Chapman, “Truth Commissions as Instruments of Forgiveness and Reconciliation,” in Raymond G. Helmick, S.J., and Rodney L. Petersen, eds., Forgiveness and Reconciliation: Religion, Public Policy, and Conflict Transformation (Philadelphia: Templeton Foundation Press, 2001), 257-277. 

11. Brokenness and Healing
Required Reading: Geraldine Smyth, “Brokenness, Forgiveness, Healing, and Peace in Ireland,” in Raymond G. Helmick, S.J., and Rodney L. Petersen, eds., Forgiveness and Reconciliation: Religion, Public Policy, and Conflict Transformation (Philadelphia: Templeton Foundation Press, 2001), 329-360. 
12. Forgiveness, Justice, and Politics 
Required Reading: Aquiline Tarimo, S.J., African Peacemaking and Governance (Nairobi: Acton Publishers, 2007), 61-108. 

13. War, Morality, and Realism 

Required Reading: Jeff McMahan, “Realism, Morality, and War,” in Terry Nardin, ed., The Ethics of War and Peace (New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1996), 78-92.   

14. Self-Determination, State Sovereignty, and Peacemaking

Required Reading: Michael Dusche, “Human Rights and National Sovereignty,” Journal of the European Ethics Network 7, 1 (April, 2000): 24-52. 

15. Ethics of Humanitarian Intervention in a Fractured Society 

Required Reading: J.L. Holzgrefe and Robert O. Keohane, eds., Humanitarian Intervention: Ethical, Legal, and Political Dilemmas (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003), 15-40.      

16. Effective Models of Peace Education 
Required Reading: Martin L. King. Jr., I Have a Dream: Writings and Speeches That Changed the World, Chapter 1. 

                                                                Requirements 

(i) The course is based on common reading of selected documents and writings, critical discussion of these readings, presentations by students on specific topics, and personal appropriation and evaluation through written analyses and reflections. The required readings for the course are mainly drawn from public theology, political philosophy, and international relations. The following are the requirements: (i) Participation in all class discussions and completion of assigned readings in advance of class. (ii) Each student will write a one-page, double-spaced, on an assigned question and reading. The page should contain a brief, simple, and direct statement of the position being affirmed by the author. The exercise must be submitted at least eight hours before the class. (iii) On certain topics, indicated on the course outline, teams of students will make presentations in class as a preparation for discussion. 

                                                                  Assessments 

Class participation and summaries of the readings are required. The final examination will be formulated to evaluate your synthesis of the material treated in the course. 

                                              Required Texts 

Robert J. Schreiter, Reconciliation: Mission and Ministry in a Changing Social Order (Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 1998).

Raymond G. Helmick, S.J., and Rodney L. Petersen, eds., Forgiveness and Reconciliation: Religion, Public Policy, and Conflict Transformation (Philadelphia: Templeton Foundation Press, 2002).

Nardin, Terry, ed., The Ethics of War and Peace (New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1998). 

Grading: Written Presentations and Short Exercises 60%, Class Participation 20%, Project 10%, and Final Examination 10%. 

