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This course will be devoted to understanding and evaluating influential modern theories of religion such as those advanced by Hume, Marx, Nietzsche, and Freud.  More particularly, we will examine several influential modern attempts to critique religion.  However, in order to understand how modern theorists of religion came to theorize and critique religion in the ways that they have, we will also discuss (a) several religious theories of religion rooted in a positive assessment of the phenomenon of revelation and the claims related to it, and (b) ancient philosophical theories of religion to which the modern critiques are indebted.  We will also discuss post-colonial critiques of religion that critically examine the cultural roots of the discourse on religion and the social, political, and ethical uses to which it has been put by those traditions responsible for creating and developing the modern idea of religion.  Particular attention will be paid to the intellectual, social, and political consequences of these critiques, especially as they bear on contemporary phenomena like secularization, democratization, the rise of modern science, and fundamentalisms.

Required Texts

James Thrower, Religion:  The Classical Theories

+ Various free online primary texts and digital handouts (*see the class reading schedule)

Course Requirements and Grade Weights

Ten weekly quizzes; five short research papers (3-5 pages each); a comprehensive final exam; and active participation in class-wide and group discussions.

Course Engagement*:  5%

Quizzes:  20% 

Final exam:  25%

Research Papers:  50%

*Note the following:  

(1) Attendance is mandatory.  You will be required to sign a sheet verifying your presence each class period, or, once I know everyone, I will note absences without a sign-in sheet.  Unless an unexpected emergency arises, you must let me know beforehand if you will be missing a class.  For each unexcused absence one point will be deducted from your overall final course grade.

(2) Your course engagement grade will be based on the degree to which you abide by five rules:  (1) you must display the neutral and empathetic manner of approaching the subject matter; (2) talking in class is not permitted, unless your comments are directed to the whole class or, when appropriate, to the members of your discussion group; (3) you will treat the other members of the class – your fellow classmates and your instructor – with the kind of respect and dignity that you expect others to display toward you; (4) you will come prepared for each class, which means that you will have completed that day’s reading assignment, and you will be prepared to answer questions posed by your instructor related to that assignment; and (5) in your discussion group, you will actively engage your fellow group members.

Prerequisites
You must have completed your first level course requirement in Religious Studies in order to be eligible to take this class.
Office Hours and E-mails
The hours specified above are my regular office hours.  Individually or in groups, I encourage you to visit me to discuss ideas, questions, assignments, etc.  If you are unable to visit during my regular office hours, please e-mail me to schedule an appointment.  I will do my best to respond to your e-mails within 48 hours; I would ask that you do the same.

Angel Course Management System 

You are required to use the University’s online course management system in this course.  This means, each of us should enroll in this section on our online course page by the end of the 1st week of classes.

Disability Accommodation Policy

Those of us with a disability or other impairment for which accommodations will be requested should work through Disability Resources. 

Grading Policies and Regulations*
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* For the standard sense of each grade (A, B, etc.), please refer to Undergraduate Bulletin.  Specific policies related to individual assignments will be given along with those assignments as is appropriate.

Academic Integrity and Related Expectations

Throughout this course we should conduct ourselves in accordance with the academic integrity standards and policies articulated in the University Bulletin.

Subject to Change

This syllabus is subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.  If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to check on announcements and changes made while you were absent.

