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RSOC 51

RELIGION IN AMERICA
Course Description
This course provides an introduction to the development, character, and impact of religion in the United States from the pre-colonial era to the present. Guiding our investigation will be the ideas of “contact,” “conflict” and “combination.” Course readings and discussions will center on the relationship between religion and the development of American culture. We will explore the variety of religious traditions and experiences that have shaped and been shaped by the American context. Given the time constraints of a quarter, the course is not intended to be exhaustive. Instead, we will examine representative episodes in American spiritual history that highlight larger themes and major turning points. The course will proceed in a chronological order. Among the topics covered are Native American traditions; colonial religious impulses; slavery; revivalism; spiritual creativity; religion and war; immigration; race; church and state; and modern religious pluralism. 

Course Objectives
By the end of the course, students should:

•
have a familiarity with major movements, moments, and turning points in American Religious History.

•
identify major themes that connect different periods, places, and movements across the span of American religious history.

•
be able to analyze both primary and secondary sources in the larger context of American religious history.

•
be able to provide historical context for characterizations about the supposed decline or abundance of religiosity in the United States.

•
read, summarize and critically analyze essay-length readings.

•
write a short well-organized, analytical essay that includes a clear thesis statement, well organized supporting paragraphs, and demonstrates critical engagement with the text.

Texts
The following texts are required and available for purchase at the University Bookstore:

David Hackett, ed., Religion and American Culture, 2nd ed.  [RAC]
Brian Moore, Black Robe
David Walker, David Walker’s Appeal
4x6 index cards
Students seeking additional background and insight may also wish to purchase Edwin Gaustad and Leigh Schmidt, The Religious History of America (San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 2002) [RHA]. Recommended readings from this textbook are listed in the course schedule below.
Additional Readings: All the readings not listed above will come from articles and primary source material posted on the course website in the ANGEL course management system. Students must sign-up for this course on ANGEL in order to access the material. ANGEL is accessible from the SCU main web page, in the drop-down menu in the bottom left corner. If you do not have an ANGEL account you will need to create one. Once into your ANGEL account, on “My Page,” click on “find a course” under the “Courses” banner. Search for this course (by instructor’s name is probably easiest). Once you have located the course, click on it to enroll. You will need the password “America” in order to enroll. Once enrolled, you will be able to access all readings not in the books available for purchase, as well other important course information. The readings will  appear in the “lessons” folder. Supplemental readings may be announced or distributed during the quarter.
Course Requirements
Participation: The core experience of this course is discussion. The course will only be as good as its participants. Students are expected to come prepared to discuss the assigned readings at each class session in a thoughtful and lively manner. Attendance is only a necessary pre-condition for participation, not a measure of it. The participation grade is based not only on attendance, but more importantly, on preparation and engagement of material in class discussions (i.e. regularly asking questions and participating in class discussions). For each class session in the schedule below you will find a question to help you think about and prepare to discuss the day’s readings.

Index Cards. To help prepare further for class discussions, please note the main point of the reading(s) on one side of a 4x6 card, and on the other write a few short responses or critical questions These should be questions or comments that can serve as a foundation for class discussion on the assigned readings. As you read assigned texts, ask yourself the following sorts of questions: what does the reading make clear? what remains unclear? what is the author’s point? how does the author make his/her argument(s)? what is missing? what do you like or dislike? what interpretive difficulties or insights does the reading present? how does the reading broaden, challenge, or reinforce previous readings and discussions? how does the reading change your understanding of a group, theme or issue, or about religion and its relation to American society? Index cards will be collected periodically and will form part of your participation grade.
Essay: One four page essay (1000 words). Topics will be handed out approximately two weeks before papers are due. Essays should be well-written, with a clear, focused thesis statement, supporting evidence and critical analysis, be free of grammatical and spelling errors, and include citations when appropriate (see note on academic integrity below). For essay grading criteria, see the “Rubric for evaluating Religious Studies essays,” posted on the course website.
Family Religious Tree. Write a narrative of your family religious tree. Tracing back your relatives as far back as you can, describe and analyze their religious affiliations. Pay particular attention to when and why changes take place (immigration/migration, geography, marriage, etc.). What trends emerge? What generalizations can you make? How does it compare to the assigned readings on religion and immigration? Are there any ways that your story confirms or challenge characteristics of the American religious experience that have emerged in course readings?

Exams: Both the midterm and the final exam will contain two parts. The first part will be short answer (quotations, names, movements, etc), and the second part will be an essay format. The final exam will be comprehensive. In lieu of a final exam, students who have a B or better may write a review essay (7 pages) of Steven Prothero’s American Jesus, comparing the book to the course readings/discussions. Please see the instructor if you plan to exercise this option.
Grading
Participation
15%
Religious Family Tree
10%
Essay
15%

Midterm
25%

Final Exam
35%

The Santa Clara University Undergraduate Bulletin, 2003-2005, identifies the standards for grades as follows: A (excellent), B (good), C (adequate), D (barely passing), F (not passing).
Religious Studies Second Level
As a second level Religious Studies Course, Religion in America provides students with a specific and coherent body of material in order to broaden the range of data that students use to think about religions, religious issues, and their connections to other disciplines, fields of study, and ways of thinking. 
Disability Accommodation Policy

To request academic accommodations for a disability, students must contact Disability Resources located in The Drahmann Center in Benson, room 214, (408) 554-4111; TTY (408) 554-5445.  Students must provide documentation of a disability to Disability Resources prior to receiving accommodations.

Academic Integrity
Students are encouraged to collaborate, share ideas, and ask questions of one another. However, all submitted and graded work must be your own and clearly distinguishable from the work of others. Plagiarism is presenting others’ work as your own, or failing to cite the contributions of others to your own work. It matters not whether the work is from a fellow student, the world-wide web, or a traditional printed source. If you have any questions as to what constitutes plagiarism, do not hesitate to ask the instructor. The Religious Studies department and Santa Clara University take seriously the commitment to academic integrity. Any violations, including plagiarism or cheating, will result in an “F” and referral to the Office of Student Leadership for further action, as described in the Community Handbook.

Course Schedule
(subject to change, check Angel for updated assignments)

Introduction
Contact, Conflict and Combination in American Religion
**
Enroll for RSOC 51 on Angel Course Management System


Religion in the Atlantic World
Native American Creation Myths; Inter Caetera; Ferdinand to Pope
Suggested: “Pueblo Indian World” [RAC]; RHA, 3-14
Compare and contrast the various creation stories: what insights do they provide for understanding native worldviews? what problems do they present?

What do developments in late fifteenth and early sixteenth-century European Christianity suggest for the role and character of religion in the Americas?


Native-Colonial Encounters 
Black Robe, author’s note, chp 1-4 
RHA, 15-29
What happens when different religious traditions encounter each other? 


Black Robe, chp 5-12 

What is the nature of conversion? Who is converted to what?

The Southern Colonies: The Encounter of Black and White
Luther, “Letter to German Nobility”; Act of Supremacy (1534); Elizabethan Settlement; Troubles of the Anglican Church in Virginia
RHA, 30-48
What religious and social implications emerge from the English response to the Protestant Reformation?


For background: “African Religions;” Albert J. Raboteau, “African Americans, Exodus, and the American Israel,” [RAC]
For discussion: Phillis Wheatley, “On Being Brought from Africa to America”; Thomas Bacon, “A Sermon to Maryland Slaves, 1749”
How do Wheatley and Bacon understand the relationship between Christianity and slavery? Compare and contrast African and Native American religious worldviews.


New England and the Puritans: America as Chosen Nation?
John Winthrop, “A Model of Christian Charity”
RHA, 49-73

What is America to the Puritans? What is God’s role in America? What is the envisioned relationship between the civil and ecclesiastical order in American Puritan society?


David D. Hall, “A World of Wonders” [RAC]
Compare and contrast the Puritans in Winthrop and Hall. How are we to understand the Puritans?

The Middle Colonies: Early Religious Pluralism?
“Penn and Liberty of Conscience”; “PA Statement of Religious Freedom”; “Maryland’s Act of Toleration”
RHA, 74-114

How inclusive was colonial American religious toleration?

**
Essay #1 due at beginning of class

Debate: Great Awakening, Fact or Fiction?
“Benjamin Franklin describes George Whitefield”; Harry S. Stout, “Religion, Communication, and the Ideological Origins of the American Revolution”; Jon Butler “Enthusiasm Described and Decried”
RHA, 121-38
What accounts for such differing historical interpretations of the same period and events?


Religion and the American Revolution
Jon Butler, “A Revolutionary Millennium?”; Jefferson, “An Act for Establishing Religious Freedom”
How religious (Christian) were the founding fathers and the Revolution they led?

The Antebellum Spiritual Hothouse
Gordon Wood, “Evangelical America and Early Mormonism”; “Joseph Smith Explains How an Angel Guided him to Found the Latter Day Saints”
Suggested: RHA, 139-61; Jan Shipps, “The Story of a New Religious Tradition” [RAC]
Why was early America so religious? Why was Mormonism so successful?


Women, Perfectionism, and the Antebellum Spiritual Hothouse
For Background: Anne Braude, “Women’s History Is American Religious History’ [RAC]
For Discussion: “Oneida Community and Bible Communism: Complex Marriage;” “Oneida: Complex Marriage and Family Planning;” “The Androgynous God and the New Humanity”
What social and gender concerns do the Shaker and Oneida movements address? What does the study of religion tell us about gender in the US?

Religion, Reform, and Anti-Slavery
David Walker’s Appeal
RHA, 184-202

How did African Americans understand God’s relationship to the United States? To what extent were black and white Christianity two different religions?


Religion, Slavery, and Division
Thornton Stringfellow, “A Brief Examination of Scripture Testimony on the Institution of Slavery”
How do you evaluate Southerner’s religious defense of the institution of slavery?


The Civil War and its Aftermath (in Song)
Songs of the Civil War; Lincoln’s Second Inaugural; Charles Reagan Wilson, “The Religion of the Lost Cause” [RAC]
What is the connection between religion and music? How did religion help Americans make sense of the Civil War? How do these interpretations continue to shape Americans understanding of their national, regional and racial identities?


MIDTERM

Religion and “things” in America


Leigh Schmidt, “Easter Parade” [RAC]
What is the relationship between religion and material objects? What makes an object religious?

Native Reformulations and Religious Freedom
Raymond DeMallie, “The Lakota Ghost Dance” [RAC]; “E. A. Dyer, Sr. Remembers Wovoka”
What is the character of Native religious traditions in the late nineteenth century? How does this compare to the colonial context when we last discussed native religions? What evidence do these readings suggest for contact, conflict, and combination with other traditions since that time?


Religion and Immigration
Jonathan Sarna, “The Debate Over Mixed Seating” [RAC]; “Jewish Struggles in America”; “Jewish Denominationalism”
RHA, 209-230
How did the United States reshape the religious experiences of immigrants? What was the role of religion in the immigrant experience? How does the experience of religion in your family compare to the experiences we have covered in this course?

**
Family Religious Tree essay due at beginning of class

Modernism
Genesis 1&2; “Charles Hodge Denounces Darwin’s Theory of Evolution;” Washington Gladden Explains Higher Criticism”
RHA, 291-321

What are the different ways that people understood the Bible? What was the relationship of religion and theology to the emerging disciplines of geology and modern history?


and Fundamentalist responses


Wuthnow, “Old Fissures” [RAC]
What are the roots of contemporary religious divisions? How does the current landscape look the same or different from what Wuthnow describes?

The Rise of the Gospel Blues

no readings

Church and State: Religious Freedom and American Religious Identity
“Summary of Select Supreme Court Cases”
RHA, 349-73

How does the first amendment differ from earlier statements of religious pluralism in colonial America? How should the first amendment be interpreted? Is it inherently contradictory?


The Civil Rights Movement
Elijah Muhammad, “What the Muslims Want,” and “What the Muslims Believe;” Malcolm X, “God’s Judgment on White America”
RHA, 374-97

How does Malcolm understand America? How does this view compare with David Walker’s prior to the Civil War?

King, “Letter from a Birmingham Jail;” James Cone, “Martin and Malcolm” [RAC]
How do Martin Luther King, Jr. and Malcolm X understand America? What is the role of religion in their vision and rhetoric?


The 1960s and 1970s: Religion, War, and Counterculture
 Starhawk, The Spiral Dance; Falwell, “Listen America!”
RHA, 398-412
What do Wicca and Falwell’s conservatism have in common? How might this social context and religious responses compare to early nineteenth century America?


The New Religious Pluralism

One of the following: Diana Eck, “Frontiers of Encounter”; Irene Lin, “Journey to the Far West”; Thomas A. Tweed, “Diasporic Nationalism and Urban Landscape” [RAC]; Joanne Punzo Waghorne, “The Hindu Gods in a Split-Level World” [RAC]
RHA, 412-27

How does the modern immigrant experience compare to that of the nineteenth and early twentieth century?
FINAL EXAMINATION
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