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Learning Objectives and Core Connections
In this course we engage religion though the academic discipline of religious studies.  As a discipline religious studies offers ways to think about religion, largely through developing categories, comparisons, frameworks, and methods with which to identify, understand and represent religious phenomena.  As an introduction to this discipline, our course is not designed to change what we think about religion (although that can and does happen) but it is designed to change how we think about religion.

This class will involve reading, class discussions and lectures, short writing exercises, exams, and an independent research project.  Though these activities this class becomes a setting in which students should expand their experience of four broad SCU Core “goals”--Global Cultures, Critical Thinking, Complexity, and Religious Reflection--and deepen their engagement with two Core “learning objectives” identified by the University for RTC 1 courses--
· “Describe and compare the central religious ideas and practices from several traditions or within one, and from at least two globally distinct regions.”  

· “Use critical approaches to reflect on their own beliefs and the religious dimensions of human existence.”  (Core Curriculum Guide, p. 8) 
Throughout the quarter the instructor will advert to how these goals and objectives are embedded in our course activities so that students can assume greater responsibility for their achievement as the quarter progresses.  
Organization and Description 

This course focuses on four topics.  The presentation of each topic is designed to engage students in one or more ways of thinking about religion—identified below as methods--that make up the discipline of religious studies: 

· Thinking about Religion in America’s Public Squares: Recent survey reports show that Americans continue to report relatively high levels of religioisity—e.g. over 90% profess to a belief in some sort of god. But those same surveys find considerable variation in how religion is practiced and regarded in this country—e.g. nearly 50% of Americans report they have changed religious affiliation at least once in their life, nearly 20% identify themselves as religious but do not practice within a particular tradition, and nearly 30% report they worship and hold beliefs in more than one religion.  Data like this suggests mapping how religion plays out in America’s public square can be complicated. Here we work with the sociology of religion to revisit debates about secularization and religion in light of current survey data and high profile events, to explore a theory about “civil religion” in America introduced in the 1960’s with reference to two famous Martin Luther King documents, and to analyze how these issues play out in three speeches related to this topic by Barak Obama (two since becoming president).  

· Thinking about Criticisms of Religion: what can we learn from psychological studies of religious practices and claims—in particular, those that are regarded as “reductionist”?  Here we conduct a close reading of Sigmund Freud’s classic criticism of religion, the Future of an Illusion, and evaluate his arguments applicability ninety year’s later by a consideration of the “new atheists” argument that religion is indefensible in societies committed to the principles of the Enlightenment.  To evaluate a key claim made by the new atheists—that extremism is a consequence and not an aberration of religious commitment--we will examine an anthropological approach to recent religious extremism in the USA and abroad.

· Thinking about Globalization and Religious Diversity: Buddhism and the West: why has Buddhism enjoyed what appears to be an enthusiastic reception in western cultures, particularly in the USA, since the 19th century?  Vietnamese Buddhist monk Thich Nhat Hanh has written and spoken to western audiences for over 40 years about Buddhism and Buddhist practices in relation to global conflicts.  Here we work with historical and comparative religions methods to analyze his representation of Buddhism, his dialogue with Christian leaders (e.g. Martin Luther King), and his place in promoting Buddhism as a global religion.

· Thinking about Representations of Evil: The biblical representation of human suffering in Job underscores its deeply individual and personal dimensions; but memorials tied to the Holocaust and other genocides suggest there is an important communal and public dimension as well.  Here we focus on Elie Wiesel’s life’s work—including his memoir, Night, and advocacy of Holocaust education and memorialization—and work with theology and the philosophy of religion to explore how individuals and societies negotiate their encounters with evil.

Although each section stands on its own, we will see a common thread running through them: what is the role of religion in our public or civic life?   
Texts 
Three texts have been ordered for the bookstore:

· Sigmund Freud, The Future of an Illusion (1928, 1961, 1989)
· Thich Nhat Hanh, Peace Begins Here: Palestinians and Israelis Listening to Each Other (Parallax Press, 2004)  

· Elie Wiesel, Night (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2006) 

Additional materials will be posted on Angel and/or accessed by students directly on-line.
Feedback to Students, Grades, and the Final Letter Grades for the Course

Students will receive feedback on their work on the requirements they complete, typically through a grading rubric that will include a numerical score or percentage (e.g. 7 out of 10 possible points, or 70%) as well as qualitative comments. Students are also provided the median score and range for each assignment.  Students are encouraged to discuss this feedback and solicit more from the instructor at any time during the course.

Students who wish to do so during the quarter can use this rough guide (based on the section on grades in the University Bulletin, p. 345) to transpose percentages to a letter grade: A grades=90-100% (excellent); B grades=78-89% (good); C grades=66-77% (adequate), D grades=58-65% (barely passing).  (Earning a grade of F is difficult but not impossible.)  However, a letter grade for the course will not be assigned until the end of the quarter, where the instructor adjusts this guide by applying a “curve” that is based on the distribution of the total percentages of all students in the class.  In past courses the median score has been translated into a B-.
As explained below, students have options in how they wish to meet the course requirements that are tied to the grades for which they wish to be eligible.

Requirements, Grade Eligibility, and Grade Weightings
· Class Engagement: read, use preparation notes, show up, take notes, participate in class discussions (10%)
· Midterm Exams: (two, weeks 4 and 10) (40%)

· Reflection Projects: (four, one for each topic) in which students analyze and reflect on course readings (25%) 
· Course Project: staged project in which students work in groups to conduct research using multiple sources (academic scholarship, popular media analysis, interviews in the local community, etc.) on a topic and then design a presentation of their findings and reflections on the model of Krista Tippett’s NPR series, Speaking of Faith (25%)
Course Evaluation by Students

Students will be asked to evaluate the course formally at the end of the quarter by completing surveys.  In addition, the instructor will solicit anonymous feedback from students through informal check-in questions (regarding work load, effectiveness of time in class, and preparation for class) and the “SGID” program run through SCU’s faculty development program.  
Disability Accommodation Policy

To receive academic accommodations for a disability, students must contact Disability Resources located in Benson 216. The phone number is 408-554-4109 or inquiries can be emailed to Robin Cole, Administrative Associate, rcole@scu.edu. Students must register with Disabilities Resources and provide documentation of a disability to Disabilities Resources prior to receiving academic accommodations. (www.scu.edu/advising/learning/disabilities/index.cfm)
Academic Integrity Expectations

We should all conduct ourselves in accordance with the academic integrity standards and policies Santa Clara articulates in numerous places, including the 2009-10 Undergraduate Bulletin (pp. 361-363) and the University website (www.scu.edu/studentlife/resources/integrity.cfm).

Angel Course Management System 

This course utilizes the University’s course management system, Angel, for announcements, readings, class preparation guides, tests, on-line discussions, and submission of student work.  Students are responsible for resolving difficulties using the site on their own or through ITRS (www.scu.edu/mediaservices/itrs/) staff who support this resource.
Course and Classroom Expectations 

The instructor and students should come to class on time and be ready to work, complete the readings as assigned, try not to fall sleep, don’t let use of personal electronic devices draw our attention away from class, and treat one another with respect (listen to one another with an open mind, but also argue with another by appeals to our readings, ongoing class discussions, or other evidence in a way that advances inquiry and conversation).  Students should complete and submit projects, exams, and essays on the due dates indicated on the schedule; late submissions will be accepted, but will be marked down by 10% of the score for each day late.   Extensions can be made in response to reasonable and timely requests.  Only in rare circumstances should work be submitted beyond one week after the original due date.  
Independent reading of assigned material before class is a big deal for this instructor.  Preparation notes that are designed to help students do this are posted on Angel; and power point notes used in class are also available to students on Angel.  It is estimated that completing the readings—this includes writing notes, underlining passages, following up suggestions in the preparation notes—assigned for each week of the class will take between 8-10 hours.   
Schedule

The readings and details regarding writing assignments, midterms and course project (in red font, for those reading this document on line) for this course are presented in six sections on the attached schedule—Introductions, the four topics presented above, and a Conclusion.  The detailed reading schedule is provided in the preparation notes for each section that are posted on Angel.  Students should bring the assigned readings to class and/or have them opened on their computers.
Students are encouraged to start each section as follows: for the first day of each section, read the preparation notes for that section, make sure you have the entire set of readings and assignments for that section available to you, and then complete the reading for that day.  For the last day of a section, return again the preparation notes, asking yourself if you see the context in which specific readings relate to one another, and identify questions or ideas you would like to discuss with the instructor—perhaps in office hours, or, as practical, in that day’s class—and/or with other students.  The PowerPoint notes that are used in class will be revised and re-posted at the end of each section to help students engage in this type of reflection; and typically a writing assignment or exam will trigger this kind of reflection as well.

Finally, the attached schedule is subject to change by the instructor.  Should that happen, students will be notified via Angel or in class, and a revised schedule will be posted on Angel.  

	Introductions Course Overview, Categories/Methods, Ubiquity of Religion, campus field work
	WEEK 1

	· American Academy of Religion Why Study Religion? (first three sections, Why Study…, What is,… and Misconceptions…) from http://www.studyreligion.org/why/index.html (and a modified version on Angel)
· Ellacuria, SCU Commencement Address (http://www.scu.edu/Jesuits/ellacuria.html) (and a highlighted version on Angel)
· “Religion and the Politics of Classification,” from Studying Religion: An Introduction, Religious Studies Dept., University of Alabama, http://www.as.ua.edu/rel/studyingreligion.html (and Angel)
· Kant, “What is Enlightenment?  (highlighted version on Angel)


	Thinking about Religion in America 
	WEEKS 2 &3

	· PEW Forum on Religion and Public Life, U.S. Religious Landscape Survey (http://religions.pewforum.org) (selections posted on Angel)

· Robert N. Bellah, “Civil Religion in America,” Daedelus, vol. 96, no. 1 (1967), pp. 1-9 (highlighted version posted on Angel)

· Martin Luther King, Selections from Representative Writings and Oratory (“Letter from a Birmingham Jail,” “I Have a Dream” Speech) (each posted on Angel as a word document w/ annotations)
· Barak Obama Speeches (2006’s keynote at “Call to Renewal” Conference, inaugural address [selections], and the 2009 “New Beginning” Speech in Cairo) (each posted on Angel as a word document w/ annotations) 

	Introduce and launch Course Project 

	Reflection Essay 1  (F, 1_22, on Angel)


	Thinking about Criticisms of Religion 
	WEEKS 4 & 5

	· Freud, Future of An Illusion, 1-5

	Midterm One (TR, 2/28)

	· Freud, Future of an Illusion, 6-10

· “New Atheists” Selections (Angel)
· Jessica Sterns, Terror in the Name of God: Why Religious Militants Kill , selections (Angel)

	Reflection Essay 2 (F, 2_5)

	Course Project: Proposal (Topic and Group) (M, 2_8) 


	Thinking About Globalization and Religious Diversity: Buddhism in the West 
	WEEKS 6 & 7

	· Parliament of World’s Religions (1993), Towards a Global Ethic (annotated version on Angel) http://www.parliamentofreligions.org/_includes/FCKcontent/File/TowardsAGlobalEthic.pdf
· Thich Nhat Hanh, Peace Begins Here 

· To Die in Jerusalem (Video) 
· American Christian Thinkers Collaborate with Thich Nhat Hanh (Thomas Merton, Martin Luther King, Daniel Berrigan) (Angel) 

	Reflection Essay 3  (F, 2_19)


	Thinking About Representing Evil 
	WEEKS 8&9

	· Elie Wiesel, Night
· Job (excerpts)

· Elie Wiesel, Selection of Speeches related to Holocaust Education, Memorialization)

· Albert Camus, Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech http://nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/literature/laureates/1957/camus-speech.html (annotated version on Angel) 

	Reflection Essay 4 (F, 3_5)

	Course Project Check In (M, 2_22)


	Conclusions 
	WEEKS 10&11

	Midterm Two (T/F, 3_9)

	Course Project Preview; Course Conclusion; Evaluations

	SCU Final Exams: Course Project Due (3_16_10). There is no final exam for this course.








