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RSOC 9

Ways of Understanding Religion

Winter Quarter

Section XXXXX

Professor Jason Smick (408-553-9961; jsmick@scu.edu) 

Religious Studies Annex, #2 (533 Franklin St—across from SCU main entrance)

Office Hours:  TBA

Course Description

This course will serve as an introduction to the diverse theoretical approaches to religion and religious phenomena.  We will examine the processes by which religious traditions take shape, how they are preserved and transmitted over time, and the way that new religions can, under the right conditions, deform and reform existing social bodies.  We will analyze and interpret the phenomenon of religion with the help of theories drawn from a variety of theoretical orientations.  These theoretical orientations will include sociological, anthropological, theological, philosophical, and phenomenological ways of understanding the life of religious traditions.  We will focus on the role that charismatic figures like Muhammed, the Buddha, or Jesus play in the formation of religious traditions, the social conditions that enable new religions to emerge out of existing ones, the role of myths, symbols, and texts in binding together members of a religious community, religious experience, and the practices and institutions that preserve and sustain religious forms of life.  We will also examine secular traditions such as Marxism that offer an alternative to the traditional sources of human meaning and social cohesion.

Required Texts

Malise Ruthven, Fundamentalism:  The Search for Meaning

Ivan Strenski, Thinking about Religion:  A Reader
Required Films

Baraka (feature film)

The Devil’s Playground (documentary)

Course Requirements

Ten in-class quizzes; a Midterm and Final Exam; and a research paper (7-10 pages) that compares, contrasts, and evaluates two theoretical approaches to religion and religious phenomena (e.g., pyschoanalytical and phenomenological).

Prerequisites:   no prerequisites

Office Hours and E-mails
The hours specified above are my regular office hours.  Individually or in groups, I encourage you to visit me to discuss ideas, questions, assignments, etc.  If you are unable to visit during my regular office hours, please e-mail me to schedule an appointment.  I will do my best to respond to your e-mails within 24hours; I would ask that you do the same.

Angel Course Management System 

We are required to use the University’s course management system, Angel, in this course.  This means, each of us should

· enroll in this section on Angel by the end of the 1st day of classes, Monday, April 2, 

· post and turn in--and obtain evaluations of-- all work in the appropriate drop box on Angel 

· participate in the discussion forums along the lines noted above 

· check our course site daily for announcements and adjustments.

Each of us is responsible for solving problems we have with Angel at any time of the quarter.  We might point problems out to one another, but ultimately the responsibility to make sure all work is completed and in Angel at the end of the quarter is ours.  Most of us find Angel rather clumsy, but not difficult, the Help function is easy to use, and friends can help troubleshoot issues.   Those of us who experience trouble regularly should contact the ITRS staff as specified on the SCU Angel home page.  

Disability Accommodation Policy
Those of us with a disability or other impairment for which accommodations will be requested should work through Disability Resources, Drahmann Center, in Benson (408-554-4111; TTY 408-554-5445).  Please contact Drahmann, or the instructor, early in the course w/ any question about this—after the fact accommodations do not make sense.

Academic Integrity and Related Expectations

Throughout this course we should conduct ourselves in accordance with the academic integrity standards and policies articulated in the University Bulletin (for details, see: www.scu.edu/studentlife/resources/academicintegrity).   Submission of work on Angel—papers, quizzes, etc.—is taken as a pledge that the work has been completed in accord with these standards.  
Grading:

Grade Distribution:

Quizzes:  20%

Research Paper:  25%

Mid-term:  20%

Final Exam:  35%

Grade Ranges:

A:  94-100

A-: 90-93

B+:  87-89

B:    84-86

B-:   80-83

C+: 77-79

C:   74-76

C-:  70-73

D+: 67-69

D:   64-66

F:    63 and below

Subject to Change

This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances. If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to check on announcements made while you were absent
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