Fall 2009
SCTR 39
TR 8:00-9:45 am
BIBLICAL WOMEN 

AND POWER

Instructor:  Mary Criscione, RSM, PhD

Email: criscionejc@yahoo.com
Office and office hours:  Kenna 303, Tues/Thurs 11:40-12:30 and by appointment
Course description:  

Hero, villain, prophet, deviant—these are some of the power roles embodied by women in the bible.  This course will explore the exercise of power by biblical women in historical and figurative situations, in culturally positive and negative ways.  From queens to slaves, midwives to warriors, models of “virtue” to models of “depravity,” women in biblical texts are presented in various social and moral roles wielding varying degrees of power. Our study will examine the possible functions of these women characters in promoting and subverting patriarchal norms, both within the text and beyond it.  Not only will we attend to reading them in context of the ancient world, but we will also consider the continuing impact of such traditions for gender socialization in the world today.  
Course objectives:

By the successful completion of this course, students should be able to:
· Illustrate the diversity of women’s roles—literary, social, cultural—evidenced in Jewish and Christian scriptures.

· Utilize feminist historical-critical and literary-critical questions in analyzing biblical texts.

· Demonstrate how “power” and “authority” can be variously defined and understood by pointing to biblical examples.

· Exercise critical analysis of socialization strategies in ancient and contemporary contexts, including the interaction of race, ethnicity, class and gender.
· Illustrate the liberating and constraining potential of biblical “role models” for women and men in faith communities today.

Required texts:

· Bellis, Alice Ogden, Helpmates, Harlots, Heroes, 2nd ed.  Westminster/John Knox, 2007.
· Newsom, Carol A. and Ringe, Sharon H., eds. Women’s Bible Commentary, Expanded Addition.  Westminster/John Knox, 1998.
· Yee, Gale E., Poor Banished Children of Eve, Fortress, 2003.
· The New Oxford Annotated Bible, 3rd ed.
· Other readings as indicated
Prerequisite:  Students must have taken an Introductory level course in Religious Studies (1-19) in order to qualify for this class.

Course requirements:

Attendance:  Being present and on time to each class is essential for passing this class.  Unexcused absences and/or a pattern of tardiness will result in lowered grades. Four unexcused absences will lead to a failing grade.
Preparation, participation, written assignments:   Students should read carefully and prepare their critical response to the readings assigned for each class meeting.  Each class will begin with students raising their own questions/observations or responding to the instructor’s questions regarding the readings for that particular day.  Active, engaged participation in small and large group discussion is expected of each student (this includes raising questions, presenting positions, summarizing points, responding to other students, etc.).  Written assignments for homework will also be factored into this participation grade. (20%)

Take-home exams:  Three take-home exams will be distributed in the course of our study.  They will feature short-essay questions for student synthesis and analysis of class material. (40%)

Presenting a biblical character:  Pairs of students will choose one biblical character to present to the class on the day we take up the relevant scriptural text.  (15%)
Final exam:  A take-home final exam will be distributed the last week of class, and will be due during finals week. (25%)

Disability policy:

In accordance with University policy, accommodations will be made for any student with a disability.  To receive academic accommodations for a disability, students must contact Disability Resources located in Benson 216. The phone number is 408-554-4109 or inquiries can be emailed to Robin Cole, Administrative Associate, rcole@scu.edu. Students must register with Disabilities Resources and provide documentation of a disability to Disabilities Resources prior to receiving academic accommodations.
SCHEDULE OF TOPICS
Sept 22
Introduction

Laying the groundwork:  terms, questions, biblical timeline.  Critical reading: reading with and against the grain of the biblical text.
Sept 24
Gen 2-3: The Story of Eve

What the bible actually does and does not say about the “mother of all living.”  Jewish vs. Christian exegesis.  The legacy of male interpreters and the diversity of feminist readings today.
· Yee, ch. 4, Bellis ch 1-2, WBC 251-259

Sept 29
Genesis women:  Sarah and Hagar
The “barren” woman in ancient patriarchy.  Slavery and “foreignness.”  Resourcefulness and divine promise.  Mother of Jews and Christians, Mother of Muslims.  Sarah:  within and outside the tent.
· Yee, ch. 2-3, Bellis pp. 67-79
Oct 1

Genesis women:  From Lot’s Daughters to Potiphar’s Wife
Lot’s daughters and wife:  pawns and punishment. Rebekah, Rachel, and Leah:  limits of authority; subversive power; sons and mothers in patriarchy.  Dinah, Tamar and Potiphar’s wife:  tales of sexuality, honor, and aggression.
· Bellis pp. 79-98, WBC 18-29
Oct 6

Women in the Exodus story:  Aiding and Leading Liberation
Subverting Pharaoh: midwives, Moses’ mother and sister, Pharaoh’s daughter as life-savers.  Miriam as leader, prophet, and target.  Women at Sinai:  present, absent.

· Bellis ch. 4,  WBC 30-39
Oct 8

Women in Joshua and Judges:  Leaders, Heroes, Victims
Tales of wiles and courage:  Rahab, Deborah, Jael.  Tales of horror: Jephthah’s daughter, the Levite’s woman. Manoah’s wife, discerning the divine. Delilah, the “dangerous foreign woman.”
· Bellis ch. 5, WBC 69-83
Oct 13

Women in 1 and 2 Samuel:  Helpmates and Pawns
Mothers and wives of ruling men, the medium of Endor, “wise women” of Tekoa and Abel; Bathsheba, Michal, Abigail, Tamar: pawns and practitioners in royal power struggles; rape and royal prerogative. 
· Bellis ch. 6, WBC 91-101
Oct 15
Women in 1 and 2 Kings:  Ruling Elites, Dangerous and Friendly Foreigners
Royal women:  Bathsheba, Athaliah, the Queen of Sheba, Jezebel. Foreign women in high places.  Women aiding and needing prophets:  the widow of Zarephath, an anonymous widow, and the Shunammite woman.  
· Bellis ch. 7, WBC 102-116

Oct 20

Women in Prophecy:  Divining and Speaking for God
Women’s exercise of prophetic powers in the ancient world.  Huldah, the prophet a king consults.  Isaiah’s wife also a prophet. 
· WBC 169-177, handout

Oct 22

Women in Prophecy:  Metaphors Positive and Negative
Male prophets’ use of female metaphors to demean and to uplift; sexual humiliation in Hosea and Ezekiel; adulterous wife and daughter Jerusalem in prophetic imagery; Rachel in mourning; God as midwife and mother.
· Yee ch 5-6, Bellis ch. 8
Oct 27

Women in Wisdom:  Personifying Wisdom and Folly
Lady Wisdom vs. Lady Folly; the presence and power of creative Sophia; issues of class and gender in wisdom literature.
· Yee ch 7, Bellis pp.191-199, WBC 153-160, 293-297

Oct 29

Song of Songs:  Women’s Voices Celebrating Sexuality


Erotic love poetry; first-person female voice and chorus
· Bellis pp 199-205, WBC 164-168

Nov 3

Ruth and Esther:  Crossing Boundaries
The power of women’s friendships; risks of crossing boundaries; wit, wiles, strength, and beauty
· Bellis pp 106-217, WBC 131-137

Nov 5

Susanna and Judith:  Refusing to Submit
The power of women’s integrity and faith; resisting domination; a counter-voice to elite collusion
· Bellis pp. 217-226, WBC 278-285
Nov 10

Women in Mark’s Gospel:  Audacious, Tenacious
Anonymous women as models of faith and prophetic insight; Jesus’ female followers; women for and against Jesus as agents of action; the women at the end of the Gospel—failures or not?
· WBC 350-362,  Handout:  Thurston pp 52-77
Nov 12

Women in Luke-Acts:  Subversive, Submissive
Mary and her subversive Magnificat; prophet Anna; women of means supporting Jesus; the sinful woman; Martha and Mary; women at the end of the Gospel and the beginning of Acts; Lydia as leader; women’s speech and silencing.
· WBC 363-380, 394-402, Handout:  Reid pp. 52-95
Nov 17

Women in John:  Friends, Hosts, Witnesses
The mother of Jesus launching his ministry and witnessing his death; Mary and Martha of Bethany; Mary Magdalene, “apostle of the apostles.”
The later Gospel of Mary.

· WBC 381-393, Handouts: Thurston pp 78-95, Yamaguchi pp 113-129

Nov 19

Women in Paul’s Letters:  Wives, Prophets, Apostles

Women’s participation, leadership, and ministry in the Pauline communities; women as Paul’s co-workers, deacons, apostles, prophets; Corinthian women’s challenge to Paul, issues of freedom in the Spirit
· WBC 403-410, 411-419, 423-427,  Handouts: Thurston 30-61, Osiek and MacDonald 220-229
Nov 24

No class—Enjoy Thanksgiving!
Dec 1
Women in Later Letters and Revelation:  From Wifely Propriety to Whore Babylon
The Greco-Roman household code “baptized” in Colossians, Ephesians, 1 Timothy, 1 Peter:  submissive wives, children, slaves under patriarchal control.  Female imagery in Revelation: a Christian “Jezebel,” the woman and the dragon, whore Babylon and bride Jerusalem.
· WBC 428-432, 444-449, 469-474, Handout:  Osiek and MacDonald 118-143, 230-243

Dec 3

Gathering Together and Moving On
Pulling together the threads of our study; the liberating and subordinating potentials of scripture; revealed vs. revelatory biblical “truth.” Fundamentalism’s interest in women and their “proper place” today. Continuing power of scriptural women for better and worse.  
· Yee, Conclusion

Dec 10

No class.  Take-home final exam due.
