SCTR 48: Jesus the Jew

Fall 2009
Instructor: Michael Castori, S.J.



Office: Kenna 323E




Office Hours: TBA
E-mail: mttcastori@scu.edu



                        
Phone: (408) 551-3000 ext. 6435

Course Description:  This course explores the Jewish identity of Jesus and the historical, political and theological issues arising from Christianity’s origins as a Jewish sect.  Study entails close reading of select Hebrew and Christian Scriptures and a consideration of their liturgical use to this day.  Principal questions raised include: (1) the variety and complexity of Jewish religion in the time of Jesus; (2) the Jewish context of the infancy and life of Jesus as narrated in New Testament and extra-biblical sources; (2) the conflict passages in the Gospels, and whether they are better understood as a repudiation of Judaism or as a wholly Jewish discourse; (3) the shared traditions of early Rabbinic and early Christian literature; and (4) the significance of these questions for the contemporary encounter between Synagogue and Church.  In analyzing and commenting on sacred texts, students will employ historical critical, literary critical and folklore methodologies.
As a second course in the religious studies sequence, this course attempts to provide a mastery of a coherent body of material in order to broaden and deepen the “database” that students use to think about religions, religious issues, and all the possible interdisciplinary connections.

Texts and Course Materials:

The New Oxford Annotated Bible with the Apocrypha

Amy-Jill Levine, The Misunderstood Jew: The Church and the Scandal of the Jewish Jesus

E. P. Sanders, The Historical Figure of Jesus

Course Readings on ERes

Learning Objectives and Goals for Core Courses in Religion, Theology and Culture 2:

· Learning Objective #1:
Students will be able to analyze complex and diverse religious phenomena (such as architecture and art, music, ritual, scriptures, theological systems, and other cultural expressions of religious belief).

· Learning Objective #2:
Students will be able to integrate and compare several different disciplinary approaches to a coherent set of religious phenomena.
· Learning Objective #3:
Students will be able to clarify and express beliefs in light of their critical inquiry into the religious dimensions of human existence.

· Core Learning Goals:
Habits of Mind and Heart, Complexity, Critical Thinking, Religious Reflection

Specific Goals for this Course:
· To appreciate the diversity of Judaism(s) in late antiquity
· To explore current scholarship on the historical Jesus

· To apprehend the importance of locating Jesus within a Jewish context

· To analyze and reflect upon the portrayal of Jews in Christian scripture and liturgy
· To consider the impact of this study on contemporary relations between Jews
  
 and Christians

Course Requirements and Assessment:
Attendance and Active Class Participation (250 points, or 25% of final grade):  This is essential if all of us are to achieve the learning outcomes desired.  Focus questions will be given with each set of readings to highlight the material’s relationship to the course goals and to facilitate reflection and discussion. Thus, the readings for a given class should be completed in advance so that all enter class prepared to learn from each other’s engagement with the texts. Only two unexcused absences permitted without a resulting loss of grade.
This course component is directed to Learning Objectives #1, #2 and #3.
Midterm Exam (250 points, or 25% of final grade):  There will be one midterm examination.  Questions will be in essay form and drawn from the focus questions for class discussion and from the lectures.  Each essay is scored, with points assigned according to the following evaluative criteria: 

accuracy of the essay’s content as drawn from the readings and lectures: 35%.

cogency with which the essay’s thesis is argued: 35%.


clarity of presentation within the essay: 30%. 

This course component is directed primarily to Learning Objective #1.
Short Paper (200 points, or 20% of final grade):  Students will submit a close reading and reflection on the prayers and Scripture passages that comprise a contemporary Christmas, Lenten or Easter liturgy, focusing on how, in theology and rhetoric, it treats the Jewish identity of Jesus.  Assessment will be based 75% on the accuracy and cogency with which analysis relates the prayers and Scriptures of the liturgy to the larger questions of the course, 25% on the clarity and force of the concluding reflection.
This course component is directed to Learning Objectives #1 and #2
Text Comparison Paper (300 points, or 30% of final grade):  A close, comparative reading of a Gospel parable and a Mishnaic (early Rabbinic) parable.  First, each passage is critically commented upon in terms of its historical and literary aspects, and with attention to how it might have been understood by its original audience. (25% of points possible for each)  The two parables are then viewed together.  Shared motifs are identified, and similarities and differences in message, content and theological concerns discussed in light of the course’s focus. (50% of points possible)
This course component is directed to Learning Objectives #1, #2 and #3.
Overall Grade Scale:

93.5-100:  A

76.7-79.7: C+
90.0-93.4: A-

73.3-76.6: C
86.7-89.9: B+

70.0-73.2: C-
83.3-86.6: B

66.7-69.9: D+

80.0-83.2: B-

63.3-66.6: D




60.0-63.2: D-

Conferences:  After the midterm, each student will meet with the instructor to review his or her performance and to discuss any questions or concerns that may have arisen in the course.
Course Evaluation:

Students will evaluate the success of this course by means of a mid-quarter survey and with narrative and numerical evaluations at the end of the term.

Academic Integrity: 
There are probably few, if any, original insights remaining in the study of scripture.  What one does is to enter a conversation, bringing to bear one’s own experience and passions on the rich legacy of scholars and sages of the past, and to move the conversation along.  Thus, there is nothing wrong with drawing on the work and contributions of others as long as those contributions are appropriately cited by use of quotation marks, footnotes and bibliographies.  This course fully follows the Academic Integrity Protocol of the University’s Office of Student Life.
Disability Accommodation Policy: 

To request academic accommodations for a disability, students must contact Disability Resources located in the Drahmann Center in Benson, room 214, (408) 554-4111; TTY (408) 554-5445.  Students must provide documentation of a disability to Disability Resources prior to receiving accommodations. 
Calendar

9/22 Introductions, selection of study partners
9/24 “The Magnificat” (Luke 1:39-55); “The Song of Hannah” (1Samuel 2:1-11)
       Levine, pp. 1-16 (Introduction)
Jews in Late Antiquity
9/29 Sanders, ch. 3, 4 (“Political Setting”; “Judaism as a Religion”) 

10/1 A. J. Saldarini “Other Jewish Literature: Writers of the Biblical Period and Rabbinic Literature,” NJBC, 1079-1082 (ERes); Josephus, Antiquities, 18.1.2-6; War, 2.8.2-14 (ERes)
Jesus the Jew
10/6 Levine, ch. 1 (“Jesus and Judaism”)
10/8 Gospel of Mark; Sanders, ch. 2 (“Outline of Jesus’ Life”)

10/13 Matthew 1-2; Luke 1-2; Sanders, ch. 7 (“Two Contexts”)
10/15 Jesus as Biblical/Ethical Teacher: Sanders, ch. 12, 13
10/20 Matthew 5; Geza Vermes, “Jesus and the Law: The Judaism of Jesus” (ERes):
10/22 Midterm Examination

10/27 Prophet and Messiah, Sanders ch. 11, 15

10/29 Jesus and the Pharisees:  Matthew 15, 23; Sanders, pp. 205-224
11/3 James VanderKam and Peter Fink, “Jesus and the Dead Sea Scrolls: The Gospels and Qumran” (ERes)
Synagogue and Church
11/5 Is there Anti-Semitism or Anti-Judaism in the New Testament?

        John 1; 18-21; Levine, 3
11/10 Good Friday Liturgy (ERes)

11/12 Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 86a; Daniel Boyarin, “The Close Call, Or, Could a Pharisee be a Christian?” (ERes)
 11/17 Comparative Texts: Geza Vermes, “Proverbs and Parallels” (ERes)

        Passages for Text Comparative Papers Distributed
11/19 Levine, ch. 5, 6 (“Distinct Canons, Distinct Practices”)
11/24-26 Academic and Thanksgiving Holiday

12/1 Quo Vadis?  Levine, ch. 7

12/3 Submission of Text Comparative Papers
