                             Santa Clara University

                             Department of Religious Studies

TESP 43: Catholic Social Thought                                           Spring 2008

Instructor: Aquiline Tarimo, S.J.

E-mail: atarimo@scu.edu
Venue: Bannan Hall 236
Class Hours: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 11:45 - 12:50 PM
Office Hours: 3:00 – 5:00 PM

Objective: The course focuses on the evolution of the Catholic social thought, methodologies being applied to address social questions in the modern world, formation of the public conscience, Christian responsibility toward the challenge of building an inclusive concept of the common good and Christian engagement in the process of social transformation.

Content: Topics to be explored include: (1) foundations of public values: human dignity, freedom of conscience, common good, and human rights; (2) social dimension of sin and grace; (3) evolution of Catholic social teaching; (4) foundation of Catholic social teaching; (5) social analysis and methodology in Catholic social teaching; (6) Catholic social teaching on human rights; (7) Catholic social teaching on social justice; (8) economic justice for all; (9) preferential option for the poor; (10) Christian pacifism and just war tradition; (11) Christian citizenship and public conscience; (12) Christian conscience and political responsibility; and (13) the future of the Catholic social thought. One topic will be covered in several class sessions.

Method: Intensive reading of the required text, writing of a short exercise in advance articulating the author’s position, occasional lectures by the professor, and critical discussion of the readings in class. On certain topics some writing will be required and students will assume different roles in the facilitation of the discussion. Class attendance is obligatory.
                       Topics, Required Readings, and Assessments

1. Introduction: Overview and Objective of the Course
2. The Social Dimension of Sin and Grace
Required Reading: Gregory Baum, “Structures of Sin,” Gregory Baum and R. Ellsberg, The Logic of Solidarity: Commentaries on Pope John Paul II’s Encyclical On Social Concern (Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 1989) 110-126.

3. Foundations of Public Values: Human Dignity, Freedom of Conscience, Common Good, and Human Rights. Required Readings: Austin Flannery, O.P., ed., Vatican Council II: The Conciliar and Post-Conciliar Documents (Bandra, Bombay: St. Paul, 1995), Gaudium et Spes and Dignitatis Humanae, Nos. 12-17; David Hollenbach, S.J., “Common Good,” New Dictionary of Catholic Social Thought (Collegeville, Minnesota: The Liturgical Press, 1995) 192-197; Alfred Hennelly, S.J., and John Langan, S.J., Human Rights in Americas: The Struggle for Consensus (Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 1982) 52-65. 

4. Evolution of Catholic Social Thought

Required Reading: Michael P. Hornsby-Smith, An Introduction to Catholic Social Thought (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Cambridge University Press, 2006) 85-114. 

5. The Foundation of Catholic Social Teaching 

Required Reading: John R. Donahue, S.J., “The Bible and Catholic Social Teaching: Will This Engagement Lead to Marriage?” in Kenneth R. Himes, O.F.M., et al., Modern Catholic Social Teaching: Commentaries and Interpretations (Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 2005) 9-40.

6. Social Analysis and Methodology in Catholic Social Teaching 

Required Reading: Philip S. Land, S.J., and Peter J. Henriot, S.J., “Toward a New Methodology in Catholic Social Teaching,” in Gregory Baum and Robert Ellsberg, eds., The Logic of Solidarity: Commentaries on Pope John Paul II’s Encyclical On Social Concern (Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 1989) 63-74.   

7. Catholic Social Teaching on Social Justice

Required Reading: Synod of the Bishops, Justice in the World, Rome, 1971; Kenneth R. Himes, O.F.M., “Commentary on Justice in the World,” Kenneth R. Himes, O.F.M., et al., Modern Catholic Social Teaching: Commentaries and Interpretations (Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 2005) 333-362. 

8. Economic Justice for All

Required Reading: Michael P. Hornsby-Smith, An Introduction to Catholic Social Thought (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Cambridge University Press, 2006) 177-207.

9. Catholic Social Teaching on Human Rights

Required Reading: David Hollenbach, S.J., “Global Human Rights: An Interpretation of the Contemporary Catholic Understanding,” in Hennelly, Alfred, S.J., and Langan, John, S.J., eds., Human Rights in the Americas: The Struggle for Consensus (Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 1982) 9-22.

10. The Preferential Option for the Poor

Required Reading: John O’Brien, “Theologians on the Side of the Poor,” The Irish Theological Quarterly 55, 1 (January, 1989) 59-69; Richard John Neuhaus, ed., The Preferential Option for the Poor (Michigan: Grand Rapids, 1988) 35-71.
11. Christian Conscience and Political Responsibility

Required Readings: The Second Vatican Council, Gaudium et Spes, Nos. 73-76; Catholic Bishops of the United States, “Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship,” Origins 37, 25 (November, 2007) 390-403 (Website: http//:www.usccb.org/faithfulcitizenship/fcstatement.pdf); Laurenti Magesa, “Has the Church a Role in Politics?” in Leonard L. Namwera et al., eds., Towards African Christian Liberation (Nairobi: St Paul Publications, 1990) 71-85.  

12. Christian Citizenship

Required Reading:  Michael P. Hornsby-Smith, An Introduction to Catholic Social Thought (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Cambridge University Press, 2006) 62-84. 

13. Christian Pacifism and Just War Tradition

Required Readings: Michael P. Hornsby-Smith, An Introduction to Catholic Social Thought (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Cambridge University Press, 2006) 282-317; Theodore J. Koontz, Christian Non-Violence: An Interpretation,” in Terry Nardin, ed., The Ethics of War and Peace: Religious and Secular Perspectives (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1996) 169-198.

14. The Future of Catholic Social Thought  

Required Reading: John A. Coleman, S.J., “The Future of Catholic Social Thought,” in Kenneth R. Himes, O.F.M., Modern Catholic Social Teaching: Commentaries and Interpretations (Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 2005) 522- 544.

                                                                Requirements 

(i) The course is based on common reading of selected documents and writings, critical discussion of these readings, presentations by students on specific topics, and personal appropriation and evaluation through written analyses and reflections. The required readings for the course are mainly drawn from public theology, political philosophy, and international law. The following are the requirements: (i) Participation in all class discussions and completion of assigned readings in advance of class. (ii) Each student will write a one-page, double-spaced, on an assigned question and reading. The page should contain a brief, simple, and direct statement of the position being affirmed by the author. The exercise must be submitted at least eight hours before the class. (iii) On certain topics, indicated on the course outline, teams of students will make presentations in class, as a preparation for discussion. 

                                                               Assessments 

Class attendance, active participation, and summaries of the readings are obligatory. The final examination will be formulated to evaluate your synthesis of the material treated in the course. Grading: Project Presentations and Short Exercises 60%, Class Participation 10%, Mid-Term Paper 15%, and Final Examination 15%.

                                              Required Text 

Michael P. Hornsby-Smith, An Introduction to Catholic Social Thought (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Cambridge University Press, 2006).

