TESP 82, Witches, Saints, and Heretics: Religious Outsiders
William J. Dohar
Summer Session I, 2007
SYLLABUS

Course Description:  This course examines the nature of religious difference mainly within Christianity and the invention of “religious others” in the areas of formal belief (heretics), magic (witches), and holiness (saints).  As much as it emphasizes exclusion, this course is also about what it means to belong to a religious tradition, the shifting boundaries of what that has meant in various times and places, and the consequences of departing from the religious norm.  The latter development usually has to do with the emergence of institutions—religious, political, social, and legal—meant to safeguard the center. 

Course Requirements:  The first and most important requirement is a willingness to think, creatively and independently.  The second is to share your thoughts, ideas, and questions with other members of the class.  Thus, participation forms a significant portion of the grade (20%).  Students have an option of writing three short papers or a single, in-depth analysis (30%).  Two quizzes chart the retention of reading and discussions (30%) and a final exam offers the possibility of a synthetic statement on the nature of the course (20%) 
All readings for this course are in ANGEL, so you’ll need to have an ANGEL account in order to access materials for the course (readings, announcements, email, etc.).  The password for the course is “enchant.”  Please bring the assigned readings for the day to class for discussion; failure to do so will result in a diminishment of your participation score.  Lastly, for any passages from the Bible, students may consult a printed copy of the scriptures or find pertinent passages on-line at http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/
Due dates, late submissions, plagiarism, etc.: All assignments—reading and writing—are due the day assigned.  An extension of a due date is rare but possible, pending consultation with me.  But this will also result in some appropriate reduction in credit.  The key here is to plan ahead and meet the deadlines as best as you can.  Avoid reaching a crisis situation; if in doubt (about this or any other requirement), see me and we can work something out.  Plagiarism in any form will result in failure of the pertinent project and may result in a failing grade for the course.

Course Credit:


Writing:

30%




Quizzes:

30%




Participation

20% (includes 5% for online discussions)
Final Exam

20%
SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
R
June 21

“Witches, Saints, and Heretics”: An Introduction to the Course





*Eve’s Various Children (the Brothers Grimm)

HERETICS

M 
June 25

Who’s In, Who’s Out? – Marking the Boundaries





Romans 1:18-32; Ephesians 5:1-20





*The Conversion of Peter Waldo

*An Heretical Collection (sources from the Middle Ages)
T 
June 26

Anxiety and Religious Exclusion




*Bernard Gui, The Inquisitor’s Manual
*C. Berlet, “Dances With Devils” (The Logic of Oppression)
R
June 28

Heretics of Science, Sex, and Society








*Lateran IV (1215) on Identifying Jews




*The U.S. Military Policy on “Don’t ask, don’t tell”




*Answers in Genesis
WITCHES

M
July 2

From Heresy to Witchcraft


*Sorcerers in Java


Global references to witchcraft and magic (online assignment)
*The Demonization of Medieval Heretics (N. Cohn)


T
July 3

“Once upon a time…” Images of the Witch in Legend and Film




*K. Briggs, A Sampler of British Folk-Tales
R
July 5

The Witch and the Devil




*Origins and Arguments
M
July 9

Witches and the Law I




*The Hammer of Witches
T
July 10

Witches and the Law II




*The Trial of Suzanne Gaudry





*F. Spee, “Cautio Criminalis”
R
July 12

“I calls ‘em as I sees ‘em”: categories and the illusion of certainty




* “Habeas Schmabeas” (This American Life)
SAINTS

M
July 16

Saints: God’s Presence or Divine Madness?




*D. Weinstein and R. Bell, “Who Was A Saint?”




*Christina of Stommeln, “Letters” (1272)




*Thomas of Celano on Francis of Assisi
T
July 17

Searching for Saints



*Fr. Blazon, S.J. (in Robertson Davies’ Fifth Business)



*St. Pancho Villa?
R
July 19

Saints and the Body




*The Tortures of the Martyrs
*K. Harrison, “What Remains: The Lure of Relics in a Faithless Age”
M
July 23

Praying to Saints




*Sandra Cisneros, “Little Miracles, Kept Promises”




*Patron Saints

T
July 24

Saintly Phenomena: Apparitions and Stigmata
*Mark Garvey, “A Date With A Virgin” (from Searching for Mary)





*Stigmata (from R. Hansen, A Stay Against Confusion)

R
July 26

Final Examination

**********************************

Grading Scale:




Contact Info:








Office Hours:
9:00 am – 10:00 am 
A
100-95

exceptional



            T&R and by appt.
A-
94-90

excellent


Email:

wdohar@scu.edu

B+
89-87

very good


Office:

335 Bannan
B
86-83

solid performance

B-
82-80

good

C+
79-76

average

C
75-72





C-
71-69





D
68-64





D-
63-60

F
<   59  
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