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NATIVE SPIRITUAL TRADITIONS (40081)

Course Description:
This course introduces Native Americanspiritual traditions of the Americas, with a focus on peoples
from two geographical regions: the Plains and the Southwest. In the first unit, we'll focus on
characteristics of Native Spiritual Traditions: the relationship of land/sky; sacred time and diverse
calendars; Native archeoastronomy; story and song in relation to the land, and raise questions on
policies which have impacted Native religious freedoms. In the second unit, as we examine the
diversity and significance of ceremonials, myth and ritual in their historical and geographical
contexts, we will also consider U.S. federal processes and policies toward Native spiritual practices,
and ask the question: How have Native peoples constructed, maintained, changed, resisted,
retrieved and adapted their religious ways? In the third unit, we turn to Native American
literature, and examine how Leslie Silko evokes the Laguna spiritual universe in her novel
Ceremony. Here Tayo, a mixed-blood Laguna returning from the Pacific islands after WW II, learns
the "only good cure is a good ceremony." Elements we've examined of Native traditions become
transparent as we following Tayo in his quest for healing. Through out the course, we will
investigate the underpinnings of Native spirituality, as well as ask questions on cultural and
religious intersections of Indian and non-Indian worlds.

This course relates to the second theme, "Global Societies: Methods of Inquiry, Interaction, and
Analysis," Religious Studies courses ask, "What is the World Like?" Such courses, predominantly at
the second level of the religious studies curriculum, promote the examination of a variety of
religious worldviews, spanning ancient traditions, the modem technological world, and east-west
interaction. This breadth of exposure helps students realize the complexity and richness of life
lived in modem global society. Course meets second level Religious Studies and Ethnic
Women/Gender/Ethnic .?tudies core requirements.

Required Texts:
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Required Texts:
Brown,Joseph Epes with EmilyCo8sins. Teaching Spirits: Understanding Native American Religious
Traditions. Oxford Press. 2001.

Silko, Lesilie. 1977. Ceremony. New York: Penguin Books.
These are the basic texts for the course. Further readings, maps, visuals will be posted via ERES.
Password: sacredsite

Attendance and Participation:
Paper/Presentation
Quizzes
Final

25%
20%
30%
25%

Requirements:
Attendance 8c Participation (25%): Students are expected to attend each class, to have
completed all the readings and be ready to engage in conversation with observations, connections,
and questions for each class. Three "Iates" equal one absence. Three unexcused absences is a
drop in a letter grade, class conversations and lecture will shape class format. Attendance is
taken at the beginning class. Three unexcused absences is a drop in a letter grade; three late
arrivals equal one absence. This grade will include group work, as discussed below. (25%)

Group Work: In groups of four, students will assume various processing and facilitating roles.

Paper: One research paper/presentation. Guidelinesprovided first week of classes. (20%)

Quizzes/Short Written Assignments: There will be occasional quizzes and assigned short
papers to chart retention of readings, class discussions and lecture materials. (30%)

Final. Several short essays, and a comprehensiveand integrated essay. (25%)

Incompletes, Plagiarism and Cheating. Late papers, make-up exams, or incompletes are not
acceptable except under unusual circumstances and with prior permission. Please speak with me
in anticipation of a problem. In accordance with the Student Handbook,plagiarism and cheating
of any kind are a serious breach of morality and can lead to expulsion.

Week One
June 19 Introduction to Course

Introduction. Inventory of student knowledge. What do we know of Native
peoples and their spiritual traditions? Howdo we know it? From whomdo we
know it? What have been and are the consequences of this production of
knowledge?

FIRST UNIT: NATIVE INTERPRETATIONS OF SPIRITUALITY

Week Two
June 23

Introduction to Native Land-Based Spirituality
Contemporary Indigenous teachers
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J'une 24

Native people are not only trying to clean up uranium tailings, purify polluted
water, cind mount opposition to genetically engineered organisms; they are also
continuing their spiritual ways of seeking to purify and support all life by means of
ceremonies and prayers. Video: Kumat

1) Brown, Chapter 3, "Fixing A Center: Native American Sacred Geography," 23-40.

What are the fundamental principles in Native Americans relations with the land?
Chooseone idea or one line from the text which you would like to open up for
discussion because it puzzles you, challenges you, or leads you to a new "shift" in
your own consciousness.

2) Indigenous Americans: Spirituality and Ecos,
Jack Forbes, Powhatan-Renape-Lenape
http://www.greenspirit.org.uk/Resources/Daedalus.htm

What specific understandings do each of these Native writers teach you on their
perceptions of indigenous spirituality?

3) Deloria. "Reflection & Revelation: Knowing Land, Places & Ourselves,"250-260. E-Res.

How does Deloria distinguish between tribal wisdom and beliefs of non-Indian concerned
people? How does he distinguish between reflective and revelatory experiences in engaging
with the land and sacred places? What is significant in this article for you?

After you have read all three articles, write up in one - two pages the distinguishing marks
of Native Americans and their relations with the land, concluding with a statement on how
ideas of these three articles contrast with your relation with the land. Do these ideas
cause a shift in your own consciousnessor worldview?

Sacred Geography: Spiritual Relations with this Land
Traditional native lives have been entwined with the land. Here we begin to examine this
worldview, and ask how the land is both a source of reflective and revelatory experience.
In-class Film: In the Light of Reverence

Walker, "Protection of American Indian Sacred Geography," in Handbook of American
Indian Religious Freedom. Ed. Christopher Vecsey. Crossroad Publishing, 1993, 100-116. E-Res
Smith. Interview with Charlotte Black Elk, 59-74. E-Res.

Who is Deward Walker, and for 35 years, where has he done most of his research. What

is the purpose of this chapter? In note-taking, identify significant points under each of his

sub headings. How has he demonstrated that sacred sites and sacred geography are
fundamental ingredients of rituals in Native American land-based spirituality?

Who is Charlotte Black Elk? Ms. Black Elk concludes that it is important to the vitality
of the community's religious life that native people be allowed access to their own sacred
places. What does she inform you of the importance of Wakan, of the Black Hills, of

ceremony? What emerges as the clash of worldviews of prayer, place and ceremony?
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See sacredlands website: http://www.sacredland.org
View website: How does this site inform you of lands sacred to indigenous peoples, and
how/why they are at risk of endangerment?

June 26 Archaeoastronomy: ancient astronomy of the southwest Pueblo people.
Ancient observatories for ritual practice include solstice, equinox markers, as well as
calendars for the helical rise of stars include sites as medicinewheels, Chaco Canyon, kivas,
and the natural landscape.

Film in class: The Mystery of Chaco Canyon.

For class preparation refer back to Walker's article on page 102, where he identifies ten
core features regarding traditional religions. In what specific ways are they similar
/dissimilar to the core features of your spirituality?

Assign: Paper/presentation topics.

Week Three
June 30 The Navajo Hooghtln: a window Into celestial cycles and ethnoastronomy

Traditional time is oriented toward cyclical time, to patterns, which continue to
revolve, in which opportunities for life cycles to be renewed continues. As cycles of
nature rotate and return, the time of myth, of sacredness, is continually re-
experienced within NA rituals. Prepare in groups for creation accounts. Lecture
ppt.: Archeoastronomy in Native Architecture

Brown, "At the Center of the Universe: Sacred Architecture, 36-40.

Trudy Griffin-Pierce. "The Hooghanand the Stars," In Earth and Sky: Visions of
the Cosmos in Native American Folklore. Ed. By Ray A. Williamson and Claire R.
Farrer. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 110-130. ERES.

In Griffin-Pierce's article, identify the purpose of her chapter, and terms as Nahookos,
The hooghan, hOzho,dinyin dine'e, Earth Surface People, sandpainting, Polaris, Male
Revolver, Female Revolver, BigDigger and Cassiopeia,so you can explain the significance
of the hooghanand its celestial counterpart.

After reading both Brownand Griffin-Pierce, how is the hooghansimilar/dissimilar
from sacred architecture you are familiar with?

July 1 Silence, the Word, and the Sacred: Mythic Accounts
Evokingthe Sacred through Language and Song, and we will see this through the
Stories and rituals associated with the sweat lodge. In class documentary: The Salt
Song Trail

Brown."Chapter 2, Changeless at the Heart of Change: Concepts of Time and
Process," 9-21; Chapter 4 "Silence, the Word, and the Sacred," 41-59.
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