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FOCUS OF THE COURSE

This course attempts to provide mastery of a coherent body of material to broaden and deepen your thought about religions or religious issues; it also challenges you to master a discrete body of material in its own terms. We will explore Chinese religions at both elite and popular levels in pre-modern times. In addition to the three major religious traditions (Confucianism, Daoism, and Buddhism), ideas and practices of divination, magic, ancestor worship, nature worship, and some other religious aspects of the common people will be treated with equal weight.  The focus of this course is on three dimensions of Chinese religion: its ideas, its practice, and its history.  We will read in translation and discuss major works of Chinese philosophy and religion. 

TEXTS TO PURCHASE 

Adler, Joseph. Chinese Religious Traditions (Prentice Hall, 2002). 

Sommer, Deborah. Chinese Religion: An Anthology of sources (Oxford Univ. Press, 1995). 

Waley, Arthur (trans.). Monkey: Folk Novel of China (New York: Grove Press, 1958). 

REQUIREMENTS 

It is very important to read the textbook in advance, to attend classes, and to take lecture notes. There will be a midterm examination and a final examination as noted on the schedule. You are also required to write at home a short essay from a question I’ll give you ahead of time. The essay must be typed and double-spaced. Plagiarism is morally wrong and will result in an F grade. Your total grades will be based upon your attendance and the quality of your participation (20%), the midterm exam (30%), the final exam (30%), and the essay (20%).    

PARTICIPATION

You are expected to show up to all class sessions. If you must miss a class, please let me know in advance. If you must leave class in the middle of it, please let me know in advance, if possible. Grading criteria are as follows: 


A: Regular attendance, regular contribution to discussion


B: Regular attendance, occasional contribution


C: Too many absences OR too little contribution


D: Too many absences AND too little contribution 
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DISABILITY ACCOMMODATION POLICY

To request academic accommodations for a disability, students must contact Disability Resources located in the Drahmann Center in Benson, room 214, (408) 554-4111; TTY (408) 554-5445. Students must provide documentation of a disability to Disability Resources prior to receiving accommodations. 

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES

June 21: Introduction 

Read 
Adler, pp. 11-19. 
Week of June 25, 27, 28: The Shang and the Western Zhou  
Read 
Adler, pp. 20-29: “Shang Religion,” “Early Zhou Religion. ” 


Sommer, pp. 3-6: “The Book of Changes”;  17-30: “The Odes”, “The Tso Chuan”

Week of July 2, 5: The Classical Period (Eastern Zhou) 

July 4: No Class

Read 
Adler, pp. 30-57: “Classical Confucianism,” “Classical Daoism.”  


Sommer, pp. 41-48: “The Analects”; 55-70: “Mencius”, “Hsun Tzu” 


pp. 71-83: “The Tao-te ching”, “Chuang Tzu” 

Week of July 9, 11, 12: The Han 
Read Adler, pp. 58-78: “Cosmology and Popular Religion,” “Confucianism,” “Daoism,” 

 
“Buddhism.” 

July 11: Midterm Exam 
Week of July 16, 18, 19: The Age of Disunity and the Tang 

Read 
Adler, pp. 69-73: “Daoism,” 79-89: “Buddhism.” 


Sommer, pp. 119-132: “Pure Land”, “The Lotus Sutra”; 155-164: “The mind-to 

Mind Transmission of the Dharma”, “Nailing a Stick into Empty Space” 

Week of July 23, 25, 26: Early Modern  

Read 
Adler, pp. 90-97; pp. 102-107:  “Confucianism,” “Popular Religion,” “State 


Religion,” 


Sommer, pp. 189-196: “The Writings of Chu Hsi”; 239-240: “Monkey’s Journey 

to the West”

July 26: paper due 

Final Examination: July 27 
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