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FOCUS OF THE COURSE

This course attempts to provide mastery of a coherent body of material to broaden and deepen your thought about religions or religious issues; it also challenges you to master a discrete body of material in its own terms. We will explore Chinese religions at both elite and popular levels in pre-modern times. In addition to the three major religious traditions (Confucianism, Daoism, and Buddhism), ideas and practices of divination, magic, ancestor worship, nature worship, and some other religious aspects of the common people will be treated with equal weight.  The focus of this course is on three dimensions of Chinese religion: its ideas, its practice, and its history.  We will read in translation and discuss major works of Chinese philosophy and religion. 

TEXTS TO PURCHASE 

Ching, Julia. Chinese Religions (New York, Oribis Books, 1993). 

Sommer, Deborah. Chinese Religion: An Anthology of Sources (Oxford Univ. Press, 1995). 

REQUIREMENTS 

Your total grades will be based upon your attendance and the quality of your participation (20%), the final exam (60%), and student presentation (20%).    

STUDENT PRESENTATION 
Each student will be required to give a 10-minute presentation in class, followed by 5 minutes of questions and answers from your classmates.  Your presentations should be on some aspect of Asian religious beliefs, ritual observances, modern day movements, etc., not already dealt with in class.   A written summary of your presentation must be handed in the day of the presentation.

Some ideas for presentations include the following:

- You may bring in a particular religious ritual object and discuss its history, function and significance.  

- You may report on a visit to a Buddhist or Daoist Temple which includes a description of the religious service, your observations of the Temple structure itself, and any interviews you may have conducted with a priest or lay believer.

- You may choose to report on an interview you had with a relative or neighbor who is from China about his or her memories of religious observance or holidays while in their native country (as contrasted with such observances in the United States).  If you are interviewing a woman, you might want to ask about the status and obligations of females in her particular religious tradition, or a comparison of those with her own mother or grandmother. 

PARTICIPATION

You are expected to show up to all class sessions. If you must miss a class, please let me know in advance. If you must leave class in the middle of it, please let me know in advance, if possible. Grading criteria are as follows: 


A: Regular attendance, regular contribution to discussion


B: Regular attendance, occasional contribution


C: Too many absences OR too little contribution


D: Too many absences AND too little contribution 
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DISABILITY ACCOMMODATION POLICY

To request academic accommodations for a disability, students must contact Disability Resources located in the Drahmann Center in Benson, room 214, (408) 554-4111; TTY (408) 554-5445. Students must provide documentation of a disability to Disability Resources prior to receiving accommodations. 

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES

June 19: Introduction 

Read 
Ching, pp. 1-12: “Introduction”  
Week of June 23, 24, 26: The Indigenous Traditions
Read 
Ching, pp. 15-50: “The Ancestral Cult and Divination,” “Sacrifice and Kingship”  
Week of June 30, July 1, 3: The Indigenous Traditions 
Read 
Ching, pp. 51-84: “Morality and Rituals,” “Love or the Law” 

Sommer, pp. 41-48: “The Analects”; 55-70: “Mencius”, “Hsun Tzu” 
Week of July 7, 8, 10: The Indigenous Traditions 
Read 
Ching, pp. 85-116: “Freedom and the Natural,” “Immortality and Mysticism” 

Commer, pp. 71-83: “The Tao-te ching”, “Chuang Tzu” 

Week of July 14, 15, 17: Foreign Religions and Chinese Response 
Read 
Ching, pp. 121-144: “scripture and Hermeneutics,” “Mysticism and Devotion” 
Sommer, pp. 119-132: “Pure Land”, “The Lotus Sutra”; 155-164: “The mind-to 

Mind Transmission of the Dharma”, “Nailing a Stick into Empty Space” 

Week of July 21, 22: The Legacy of Syncretism  

Read 
Ching, pp. 205-220: “The Vitality of Syncretism” 
Final Examination: July 24 
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