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TESP 163: CHRISTIANITY AND POLITICS 
WINTER QUARTER 2008

SECTION: 38194
INSTRUCTOR: Dr. David DeCosse
CONTACT INFO: 408-554-5715, ddecosse@scu.edu
OFFICE: Arts and Sciences, Room 172 (in the Ethics Center)

OFFICE HOURS: Wednesday, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. and by appointment
CLASS DAY/TIME: MWF, 9:15 – 10:20 a.m.
CLASSROOM: Kennedy Commons, Room 108 
Students in TESP 163 Are Expected to Achieve the Following Goals: 
· Firm grasp of the general concepts of the Christian theological approach to politics

· Firm grasp of the key different approaches to politics within the Christian tradition (e.g., Catholic natural law theory, Lutheran Two Kingdoms doctrine, Christian pacifist sectariansim, etc.)
· Firm grasp of the different Christian analytical approaches at work today in United States politics
· Development of the student’s own critical assessment of Christian thought and action on politics

· Development of the student’s own awareness of her or his responsibility as a citizen in light of our study of Christianity and politics

Required Texts:

From Irenaeus to Grotius: A Sourcebook in Christian Political Thought, eds. Oliver O’Donovan and Joan Lockwood O’Donovan (Eerdmans 1999); in bookstore

Common Objects of Love by Oliver O’Donovan (Eerdmans 2002); in bookstore
Coursepack reader on sale in the bookstore 
Occasional readings to be handed out in class or posted on ERes

Bible (it is assumed that students have a Bible)

Requirements:

Class Participation: Discussion in class is a crucial aspect of TESP 163. Hence, students are required to complete all reading before class for which reading is assigned; to consider the reading in light of the “focus question” assigned for each class; and to be prepared to discuss the reading in class. Only two unexcused absences from class permitted without resulting in reduction in grade. 20% of final grade.
Midterm Exams: There will be two mid-term exams. 40% of final grade.

Final Exam:  40% of final grade.

Academic Integrity: All standards of academic integrity at Santa Clara University will be strictly adhered to. Failure to observe these standards will result in failure of the class.

Disability Accommodation Policy: To request accommodation for a disability, students must contact Disability Resources located in the Drahmann Center in Benson, Room 214 at 554-4111; TTY 554-5445. Students must provide documentation of a disability to Disability Resources prior to receiving accommodation.

Classes: 
January 7:

Introduction
January 9:
            What is the Political Significance of Jesus Christ? 

· The Gospel of Mark (please read entire Gospel)

· Selection from Jesus of Nazareth: From the Baptism in the Jordan to the Transfiguration by Pope Benedict XVI (handout in class)
January 11: 
            Conscience, Church, State, Society: Fundamentals of the Christian Approach to Politics
· View outside of class the film “A Man for All Seasons” (on reserve at SCU Media Lab in Varsi Hall)
· Selections from “Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship” by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops; read only paragraphs 1-39; available at http://www.usccb.org/faithfulcitizenship/FCStatement.pdf
January 14: 

Augustine: Why Are There Two Cities? And What Are They?

· From Introduction to Augustine and from Augustine’s The City of God, pp. 104-12 and 142-55 in From Irenaeus to Grotius

January 16:

Augustine II: What is a “People”? 

· From Augustine’s The City of God, pp. 155-163 in From Irenaeus to Grotius

January 18:
Freedom or Virtue: What is the Aim of a Christian Politics?
· “Freedom or Virtue,” by L. Brent Bozell, The National Review (handout in class)
January 23:
Political Theology and the Agreement to Share: What is the Basis of Political Community?

· From Common Objects of Love by O’Donovan, pp. vi-44.
January 25:

Thomas Aquinas: What is the Moral Basis of the State?

· From Introduction to Aquinas and Aquinas’ On Kingship, pp. 320-27 and 330-35 in From Irenaeus to Grotius

· Selection from Locke’s Second Treatise on Government, Book II, Chapters 1 and 2 (handout in class)
January 28:
What Binds the Civil Multitude: Public Argument and John Courtney Murray, S.J.
· “The Civilization of the Pluralist Society,” by John Courtney Murray, S.J., in We Hold These Truths: Catholic Reflections on the American Proposition, pp. 5-24 (in coursepack)

January 30: 
Is the Self-Governance of Democracy in Contradiction to the Divine Government of God: The Answer of Jacques Maritain
· Selections from “The Democratic Charter” by Jacques Maritain in Man and the State, pp. 108-14 and 126-39 (in coursepack)
February 1: 

FIRST MIDTERM EXAM
February 4: 

Thomas Aquinas II: Eternal, Natural, and Human Law

· From Aquinas’ Summa Theologica, Treatise on Law, pp. 342-46 in From Irenaeus to Grotius

February 6:

Should Gay Marriage Be Legal?
· “Considerations Regarding Proposals to Give Legal Recognition to Unions Between Homosexual Persons,” by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith; available at http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20030731_homosexual-unions_en.html
· “We Are All Sodomites Now: A Case for Sexual Freedom,” by Andrew Sullivan; available at http://www.andrewsullivan.com/main_article.php?artnum=20030327
February 8:

Thomas Aquinas III: What Makes a Law Unjust? 

· From Aquinas’ Summa Theologica, Treatise on Law, pp. 346-351 in From Irenaeus to Grotius
February 11:

Race, Natural Law, and Martin Luther King, Jr.

· “Letter From Birmingham Jail” by Martin Luther King, Jr.; available at http://www.nobelprizes.com/nobel/peace/MLK-jail.html
February 13:

Martin Luther: Why Should a Christian Obey the Law?
· From Martin Luther’s Temporal Authority: To What Extent Should It Be Obeyed, pp. 581-584 and 585-90 in From Irenaeus to Grotius 
· Gospel of Matthew 5:21-48 and Romans 13:1-4

February 15:

How Should the Church Be Political in a Liberal Democracy?

· “The Church and Liberal Democracy: The Moral Limits of a Secular Polity” by Stanley Hauerwas, pp. 72-86 in A Community of Character (in coursepack)

February 20: 
Democracy and Feminist Theology: Would a Different Voice Change the Christian Understanding of Democracy?

· “A Feminist Perspective: Christianity, Democracy, and Feminist Theology,” by Rebecca S. Chopp, pp. 111-129 in Christianity and Democracy in Global Context (handout in class)
February 22:

Is Christ Black: The Political Challenge of Black Theology
· “Christ in Black Theology,” by James Cone, in A Black Theology of Liberation, pp. 197-227 (in coursepack)

February 25:

SECOND MIDTERM EXAM
February 27:

 Dignity or Truth: Vatican II and Religious Freedom 

· Declaration on Religious Freedom from the Second Vatican Council (paragraphs 1-8); available at http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decl_19651207_dignitatis-humanae_en.html
· “Religious Liberty: Unfinished Items From the Council” by John A. Coleman, S.J., in America, November 28, 2005 (handout in class)
February 29:

Dignity or Truth: Vatican II and Religious Freedom II

· Declaration on Religious Freedom from the Second Vatican Council (paragraphs 9-15); available at http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decl_19651207_dignitatis-humanae_en.html
· “Law and Morality” by Charles Curran, pp. 235-243 in Catholic Social Teaching: 1891-Present: A Historical, Theological, and Ethical Analysis (handout in class)

March 3:
Mitt Romney’s Speech and Religious Freedom in the United States Today

· “Faith in America” by Mitt Romney; available at http://www.mittromney.com/News/Speeches/Faith_In_America
· “Faith vs. the Faithless,” by David Brooks, The New York Times; available at http://www.nytimes.com/2007/12/07/opinion/07brooks.html?_r=1&oref=slogin

· “Memorial and Remonstrance Against Religious Assessments” by James Madison; available at http://press-pubs.uchicago.edu/founders/documents/amendI_religions43.html
March 5:

Morality, Change, and Christian Politics 
· Selection from Letter to a Christian Nation by Sam Harris

· Selection from A Church That Can and Cannot Change by John T. Noonan, Jr., pp. 193-222 (handout in class)
March 7:

Abortion, Law, and Democracy 
· Selection from The Gospel of Life by John Paul II, paragraphs 68-74; available at:

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_25031995_evangelium-vitae_en.html
· “Religious Belief and Public Morality,” Speech given by New York Governor Mario Cuomo, September 13, 1984; available at http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/mariocuomoreligiousbelief.htm
March 10:

“Conscience Clauses” and the Principle of Cooperation
· “Case 11” from the Association of Practical and Professional Ethics (handout in class)
· “Principle of Cooperation” by James Keenan from The New Catholic Encyclopedia of Moral Theology, pp. 232-235 (handout in class)
· “Pharmacists Conscience Clauses: Laws and Legislation,” background prepared by the National Conference of State Legislatures; available at http://www.ncsl.org/programs/health/conscienceclauses.htm
March 12:
Should a Catholic Politician Who Supports Abortion Rights Be Permitted to Receive Communion? 

· “Benedict’s Answers to Big Questions” from the Los Angeles Times, April 20, 2005 (handout in class)
· “Obedience and Conscience: A Commentary and Analysis,” by Thomas Shannon, in Render Unto God: A Theology of Selective Obedience, pp. 63-92 (handout in class)
March 14:

Conclusion
· “The Politics of God” by Mark Lilla, in The New York Times Magazine, August 19, 2007; available at http://www.nytimes.com/2007/08/19/magazine/19Religion-t.html
March 17-21:

EXAM DURING FINAL EXAM WEEK
