TESP 111 - LATIN AMERICAN LIBERATION THEOLOGY

Summer 2008 (MWR 10:20 am – 12:30 pm)

James B. Nickoloff (Email: jnickolo@holycross.edu)

This course explores one of the most significant theological developments in 20th-century Christianity and the socio-political and historical context in which it arose.  The course sets four objectives for the student: (1) to understand how the Christian tradition interacts with historical developments, particularly in Latin America today; (2) to grasp the positions of two significant figures in Latin American liberation theology on fundamental theological questions; (3) to understand the major criticisms made of liberation theology; and (4) to examine one's own theological positions in light of the Latin American theology of liberation.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Mastery of material covered in assigned readings, lectures, and class discussions.

2. Informed participation in class discussion

3. Weekly one-page position papers based on questions about assigned

     readings. These will serve as preparation for class discussions.

4. A mid-term examination and a final examination will provide opportunities for

     synthesis.

5. Diligence, humility, and humor are all essential in this course as they are for genuine

     Christian life.

REQUIRED READINGS

Robert McAfee Brown, Liberation Theology: An Introductory Guide (Westminster/John

Knox, 1993).

Second Vatican Council, Gaudium et spes, 1965.

Selected documents from the Latin American Bishops' Conferences of Medellín (1968)

and Puebla (1979).

James B. Nickoloff, ed., Gustavo Gutiérrez: Essential Writings (Orbis, 1996).

Oscar Romero, Voice of the Voiceless: The Four Pastoral Letters and Other Statements 

(Orbis, 1985).

Essays by Jon Sobrino, Carlos Bravo, María Clara Bingemer, and Elsa Támez.

Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF), Libertatis nuntius ("Instruction

on Certain Aspects of the 'Theology of Liberation,'" 1984.

CLASS SCHEDULE

Date



Topic




Reading
I. The Preferential Option for the Poor

7/28

Introduction to Liberation Theology

7/30

Overview





Brown, 1-68


7/31








Brown, 69-128

8/4

A New Method




GG, 23-77

8/6

Hermeneutical Principle



GG, 78-115

8/7








GG, 115-148

II. A Witness to the Kingdom

8/11

The Church of the Poor



Romero, 52-84

8/13








Romero, 85-113

8/14








Romero, 114-161

8/18

Love as Gratuitous and Exigent


GG, 149-183

8/20

Three-fold Liberation




GG, 184-211

8/21








GG, 211-235

8/25








GG, 236-285

8/27

Liberation Christology



Sobrino, Bravo

III. Critique of Liberation Theology

8/28 








CDF

9/3








Final Exam

COURSE EVALUATION:  Position papers (40%); mid-term examination (20%); final examination (30%); class participation (10%).

