TESP 127: Theology of Family in Kenna Hall 308
"…the rights of the person, even though they are expressed as rights of the individual, have a fundamental social dimension which finds an innate and vital expression in the family."  Vatican Charter of the Rights of the Family 
Professor Vance-Trembath

Office: Kenna Hall 313 

svancetrembath@scu.edu
Final Exam Date: Thursday March 18: 9:10- 12:10 Kenna 308

Course Description:

This course addresses the question "Who is a Family?" A hallmark of Catholic Theology is its intellectual coherence; we shall be looking for such coherence as we address the question of the family in the contemporary intellectual landscape.  As a theological question, our responses are rooted in Christianity's truth claims about reality.  Hence, the framework for exploring this question begins by tracing the way Christianity imagined community life as both personal and corporate responses to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Having inspected this history and development, we shall explore both family life and marriage as signal ways to nourish and express the Christian life.  The Church teaches that the family is the "domestic church."  In this course we shall explore this specific, doctrine (claim) in two ways: as a coherent intellectual understanding of the family and as a specific teaching of the Church that is in the process of being received.  (Both teaching and reception are used here as theological terms.) Reception is the process whereby a teaching articulated by the magisterium is integrated into the Christian life of the community. This notion of reception displays the way that the Catholic tradition takes seriously the human mind and imagination.  In this course, we shall discover how this process works by applying it to marriage and family life.  All Christian teaching intends to nourish the Christian life and animate service to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
Course Core Objectives: 

3a. Students will be able to identify diverse perspectives and evaluate ethical positions on contemporary questions. 

3b. Students will be able to evaluate and apply insights from the study of religion to open-ended questions facing contemporary society. 

Course Goals:

1. Students will be able to describe and explain the Christian theologies of Creation, Incarnation and Sanctification as each one intersects with, and is displayed in, Christian communities.  

2. Students will be able to assess how or whether these teachings are consistently expressed in various Christian notions of family from early Christianity to the present.  

3. Students will be able to describe the nature and mission of the Church for the purpose of inspecting the Catholic teaching that the family is the domestic Church. 

4. Students will be able to describe the function of the Liturgical Year in individual spiritual life and in family life. (The presumption here is that the Liturgical Year clusters Creation, Incarnation and Sanctification into a teaching/practice framework that can animate marriage and family life.  

5. Students will learn the shift from deductive to the inductive reflection that is displayed in contemporary theology in order to engage insights from contemporary scholarship regarding intimate relationships and family life.  
6. Students will acquire the tools for applying these insights to their

discernment when they begin to reflect upon their own enduring      
commitments. 

List of Texts
Required by all students: 

The Rule of St. Benedict.  Timothy Fry, ed. and Preface by Thomas Moore.
New York: Random House, 1998. 

Prodigal Summer.  Barbara Kingsolver.  New York: HarperCollins, 2000.  (Due Week 3 of the course) 

Christianity and the Making of the Modern Family.  Rosemary Radford Ruether.  Boston: Beacon Press, 2000. 

The Religious Potential of the Child.  Sophia Cavaletti.  Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 2007.

Marriage: A History.  Stephanie Coontz.  New York: Penguin, 2005. 
Selected Required Texts: 

You are also required to read and participate in a graded "fishbowl" discussion of one of the selections below:

 1. Promises I Can Keep: Why Poor Women put Motherhood before Marriage.  Kathryn Edin and Maria Kefalas.  Berkeley: University of California Press, 2007. 

2. Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire and Happy Potter and the Half-blood Prince.  J. K. Rowling.  New York: Scholastic, 2006. 
3. Troubling Biblical Waters: Race, Class, and Family.  Cain Hope 

 Felder.  Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis Books, 1989.

4. Individuals, Families, and Communities in Europe, 1200-1800: The

 Urban Foundations of Western Society.  Katherine A. Lynch.  Cambridge, UK and New York: Cambridge University Press, 2003. 

5. The Ethics of Sex.  Mark D. Jordan.  Malden, MA and Oxford, UK: Blackwell Publishing, 2003. 

6. The Spiritual Life of Children.  Robert Coles.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1990. 

7. The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe, Prince Caspian, The Voyage of the Dawn Treader and The Magician's Nephew.  C. S. Lewis. New York: Collier, 1972. 
Organizational Assumptions: 
            There are three background values that will be operative in this class, especially in the time we spend together. These values take the form of goals. 

A. The first goal is to develop university level discourse. By this I mean that the questions and the formulation of arguments should consist of careful critical reflection. 

B. The second goal is consistent and dependent upon the first.  This classroom is a professional environment.  It is my hope that all aspects of the class, from my performance and your own performance, will reflect this standard.  For example: 
· I expect students to be in class on time and ready to work when class starts. Tardiness is disruptive to the class. 
·  I expect students to have an email account that is checked daily.  Please make sure your SCU email account is activated.  This will be the major way that I communicate with students. 

· I expect students to attend class. I do not expect that you will miss class any more than your employer expects you to miss work.  That said, there are situations that will arise, illness most usually, where you have to miss class. You do not help yourself or the rest of the class when you come to class too ill to function.  University work is professional work.  When you need to miss class, conduct yourself professionally. Notify me via email and arrange with another student to make up the material that you missed.  Missing class frequently will lower your grade. Attendance in class is your professional activity; part of your performance is careful, prepared attendance.
C. The third goal is that this class, and especially the time in the classroom, becomes a learning community. Both the vision and mission of Catholicism as a corporate community and Santa Clara University embrace and affirm this value. 

Theological Assumptions: 

Theology is critical reflection upon faith. Because this class is a university class, the critical reflection will challenge and deepen catechetical expressions.  One of the hallmarks of Catholicism is how it has embraced and encouraged the intellectual life.  This insight displays St. Ignatius’ own style of theological reflection; for Ignatius the human imagination is an intense location of the presence of God.  Exercising the human mind is constitutively a religious act and not simply an intellectual one.  Our reflection about God is worthy of intellectual rigor.  At the same time, this critical reflection has as its object the most personal and meaningful aspects of human life. It reflects upon our experience of the Living God and God's personal presence in each person's inner life and in the corporate life of the community. Therefore, a constitutive part of the critical reflection is the respect for and attention to the various experiences of God that all of us will bring to this study.  I shall attend to this standard and ask that you do so as well. While this course may indeed enhance and develop your own faith life, it is not materially about your faith life; it is materially concerned with critical reflection upon the meaning of human existence and God’s existence. Wherever you as an individual person find yourself with regard to these questions of meaning, will in no way effect the grade you earn in this course.  What will affect the grade you earn is how well you engage these questions at the university level. 

Grading: 

5% Class attendance, preparation and discussion

20% 4 Short Papers on the Readings 

           This portion of your grade is earned with the first Core RTC3 objective in mind: "Students will be able to identify diverse perspectives and evaluate ethical positions on contemporary questions." In each of these assignments, you be asked to describe material from the Ruether text and/or The Rule of St. Benedict.  Equipped with that description, you will then be asked to apply that conceptual material to the specific ethical position at hand.  You will write one short paper on The Rule and 3 short papers on selections from the Ruether Text. There are three components to each short paper. 

A. Write a summary description of the ethical position that is expressed in the text. Such a description will include the conceptual warrants for the ethical position. (See sample assignments below.)  These summaries will also prepare you for the exam.  That exam consists of short answers that describe the conceptual underpinnings for the claims in the Ruether text, The Rule of St. Benedict and material presented in class. 

B. Create a conversation with your own judgments that have been influenced by your own experiences, another conceptual framework (perhaps from your major or minor at SCU) or from a claim you encountered in class discussion. 

C. Evaluate the conversation that you have created in light of our course's two central ideas: 

An ethic is that which enhances human life and leads to full human personal flourishing.  & "The Glory of God is the human person fully alive." 
Instructions for the Short 3-4 page Assignment on The Rule:
On The Rule of St. Benedict:                                    
Write a 3-4-page reflection paper that includes the following: 

1. A description of these features of community life in the Rule: What is means to be a "monk"; the meaning or regula; the role of the Abbot; the role of the work; and of prayer.  Be specific and cite The Rule.  Include Thomas Moore's claim that "the monastic rule is an instrument for shaping a particular kind of life for which a person has deep and genuine desire." (p. xvi)

2. Once you have described these features, reflect on one of them in dialogue with a present day analogue.  For example, are their contemplative activities in our culture that fulfill the role of frequent community prayer? 

3. Make a judgment by evaluating how the at least one of the features did or did not enhance human flourishing. 

Sample Short Essay on Ruether: 

On Ruether's Introduction

1. Create your own working definition of the following terms that Ruether uses: 

ideology

prescriptive ideology

descriptive ideology

domesticated asceticism

celibate elites

political self-representation

hegemony

Then, use one of the terms in describing one of Ruether's claims. 

2.  Reflect on the claim your have chosen in dialogue with this statement: 

"For much of its history Christianity took a negative or at least highly ambivalent view of the union of men and women in marriage, of sexual relations, and of procreation." 

3.  Evaluate Ruether's claim in light of your own experience of Christianity either from inside a particular Christian tradition or as you see Christian claims expressed in public discourse. 

30% "Fishbowl Discussion" 

           Each of you will complete one 1-2 page critical reflection on one of the 8 choices listed under "Selected Required Readings."  (We will decide on the texts by the end of the first week of class and make sure that the readings are evenly distributed.)  The students who have read the same text will hold a discussion of that text for 35 minutes in an assigned class-period.  The rest of the class will observe the conversation in a "fishbowl" format. After the discussion, the group will formulate one question for the final exam that summarizes the insights achieved in the class discussion.  There will be one short question on each selected text on the final exam.  The class community will evaluate the presentation and those evaluations will shape the grade that is assigned to your “fishbowl.”  
Instructions for the Critical Reflection Text in Preparation for the "Fishbowl." 
          (This part of the assignment is performed by everyone in the group and submitted to me.  This too, is a component of your grade on this assignment.  (Please note further discussion of this on the first class day.) 
1. In one or two paragraphs at most, summarize the main argument of the book. 

2. List 3-4 citations from the book that are signal moments in the author's conversation with her or his reader. 

3. Formulate 2 questions for discussion that incorporate at least one other idea from class or another text that the class has discussed together.  You may use class notes for this section or The Rule and other class texts (even if we have not covered them yet) or another previous "Fishbowl" conversation.  

15% Final Exam

As I noted above, the exam will include a "Fishbowl" Discussions.  It will also ask you to display your knowledge of the central ideas from class notes.  There will be identification questions (matching terms with definitions) and short 1-3 line answer questions. 
30% Final Prodigal Summer paper 

This paper is due on the last exam day of the quarter, March 19 by 5 pm in hard copy to Kenna 313. 
Instructions for the Prodigal Summer Paper: 

This assignment is directed at the second learning objective for our course: 

Students will be able to evaluate and apply insights from the study of religion to open-ended questions facing contemporary society.  In a 6-8-page paper, you will apply the insights of the course regarding "full human flourishing" in communities of intimacy to Kingsolver's book.  You will be asked to evaluate a specific intimate community and describe how that community does or does not meet the standard of a "marital" and/or family community.  This paper is due on the last exam day of the quarter, March 19. 
There are 4 parts to this paper. 

1. Choose the community that you will be describing. For example, even though Lusa's husband dies early in the text, is she a part of a marital community?  There are several other relationships from which to choose. 

2. Choose an "expert" in order to make a claim about the community you have chosen.  For example, how would Ruether evaluate the chosen relationship? Explain the strand of your expert's thought that you wish to pick-up and apply. Apply the author's thinking to your community. 

3. Having discussed your expert's evaluations, describe where you agree with your expert and where you differ.  

4. Conclude with the critical questions that are raised by your discussion.  You do not have to provide answers to these questions. This paper pre-supposes that judgments about the nature and meaning of communities of intimacy are open-ended.  The purpose of the paper is to demonstrate that you have learned how to apply University-level discourse to specific human communities. 

Assigned Readings:
Week One

Read In Christianity and the Making of the Modern Family "Introduction"; "Families in Greco-Roman Worlds and Early Christianity" and "Asceticism and Sex in Patristic and Medieval Christianities" pp. 3- 59.  

The Rule of St. Benedict

For Thursday Jan. 7: In Marriage, A History read the Introduction and Part One, Chapters 1-3 pages 1-52. 

Week Two 

Ruether: "Family, Work, Gender and Church in the Reformation Era" and "The Making of the Victorian Family" pp. 60-106. 

Week Three

"From the Progressive Era to the Great Depression 1890- 1940" and "Changing Ideologies and Realities 1940- 1975" pp. 107- 155. 

Prodigal Summer due. 

Week Four

Ruether: "The Family Agenda and the Christian Right" and "The Many Facets of the American Family in the Year 2000" 156- 205. 
Marriage, A History: Part Two, pages 53- 104. 
Week Five 

Ruether: "Reimaging Families: Home Work Gender and Faith" 206- 230

Marriage, A History: pages 105- 144. 
Week Six
Marriage, A History: pages 145- 229. 

Week Seven 

The Religious Potential of the Child pp. 1- 61. 

Week Eight

The Religious Potential of the Child pp. 62- 78. 

Week Nine 

The Religious Potential of the Child pp. 79- 119 and 138- 167. 

Week Ten 
Summary: Reading TBA 

Weekly Units/Topics 

Week One: 

Introduction 

Questions: What are the expectations of our time together?  What is professor's plan for our time? 

Starting point: Marriage is a sacrament; family is a sacramental community. What is the relationship between sacrament and discipleship? 

Week Two: Creation, Incarnation, and Sanctification

Question: What does it mean to say human persons are constitutively communitarian?  

Week Three:  The Wisdom of the Tradition regarding community life and discipleship: The Rule of St. Benedict. 

Week Four: The Church's Teaching on the Family 

Week Five: Insights from History and Social Science

Week Six: Sexuality and Spirituality: the drive for affection. 

Question: How are child rearing and sexuality related? Are they related? 

Week Seven: The Liturgical Year and Family Life

Questions: Does religious practice enhance family life? If the family is the domestic church, what is the parental role in priesthood and sacramental action?

Week Eight: Eros and the Family 

Question: How do we think about family when we first think about marriage? How is intimate passion a part of family life? 

Week Nine: The Spiritual Life of Children

Question: How do children bestow parenthood? 

Week Ten: Hospitality and the Family

Question: Does Benedict's Rule have anything to say to us now? 
Policies
Attendance: Students are expected to attend all class meetings, on-time; to complete all of the assignments; to come fully prepared to contribute with thoughtful attention and/or verbal participation.  Unexcused absences or more than three absences, even if excused, will result in a lower final grade.    

Disability Accommodation Policy:  

The Office of Disabilities Resources has been designated by the University to ensure access for all students with disabilities to all academic programs and University resources.  Types of disabilities include medical, physical, psychological, attention-deficit, and learning disabilities.  Reasonable accommodations are provided to minimize the effects of a student's disability and to maximize the potential for success.  Santa Clara University follows the law that states: "Professors cannot change essential course requirements."  Any accommodation must be arranged through the Office of Disabilities Resources. From Undergraduate Bulletin:  “To request academic accommodations for a disability, students must contact Disability Resources (408) 554-4111; TTY (408) 554-5445.  Students must register with Disabilities Resources and provide appropriate documentation to that office prior to receiving accommodations.”  Please visit the Office of Disabilities Website for more information:   

<http://www.scu.edu/advising/learning/disabilities/>

Academic Integrity

Students need to be aware of and follow the university’s academic integrity policy.  

See: <http://www.scu.edu/academics/bulletins/undergraduate/Academic-Integrity.cfm>. 

Plagiarism is stealing another person's work as well as lying to your professor and colleagues.  It will lower your grade and may result in an F for the course.
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