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Syllabus

Fall 2009

Santa Clara University

TESP (Theology, Ethics, and Spirituality) 138 

 RTC (Religion, Theology, and Culture) 3

The Theology of Paul Tillich 
Fall 2009 

Prof. Frederick J. Parrella

Syllabus

Prerequisite: One first and one second level course in Religious Studies; Religious Studies major or minor, or approval of professor.
Course Description

T
his course will explore the principal ideas in Paul Tillich’s philosophical theology, including his method of correlation; his understanding of God as the answer to the question of being; Jesus the Christ as the answer to the question of existence; the Holy Spirit as the answer to the question of life; and the Kingdom of God as the answer to the question of history. It will also examine the meaning of religion, faith, and love; the application of his ideas in the creation of a theology of culture. Finally, it will evaluate Tillich’s effort to interpret the teachings of Christianity into terms that make sense to modern and post-modern individuals. 

Learning Objectives

• Students will be able to evaluate and apply insights from the study of religion to open-ended questions facing contemporary society

• Students will be able to identify diverse perspectives and evaluate ethical positions on 

contemporary questions

At the center of the student’s responsibility is a careful reading of texts and a thoughtful, creative analysis of these texts in papers on themes selected by the student. The ability to express one’s ideas in a clear and coherent form, both spoken and written, is essential to the learning process.

Required Readings

Books by Paul Tillich

On the Boundary: An Autobiographical Sketch. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1966. This work first appeared as the first chapter of The Interpretation of History, 3-73. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1936. (In course packet).

The Irrelevance and Relevance of the Christian Message. Edited with an Introduction by A. Durwood Foster. Cleveland: Pilgrim Press, 1996. The Earl Lectures of 1963. (In course packet).

The New Being, with an Introduction by Mary Ann Stenger. Lincoln, Nebraska: University of Nebraska Press, 2005. Volume two of the sermons, first published by Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1955.
The Dynamics of Faith. New York: Harper and Brothers, 1956. Reprint, with a new introduction to the Perennial Classics Edition by Marion Pauck. New York: HarperCollins, 2001.

Love, Power, and Justice. Ontological Analysis and Ethical Applications. New York: Oxford University Press, 1954. The Firth Lectures (Nottingham, England) and the Sprunt Lectures (Richmond, Virginia).

The Courage To Be. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1952. The Terry Lectures delivered at Yale in 1950; new edition, with an introduction by Peter Gomes, New Haven: Yale University Press, 2001.

Articles/ Chapters by Paul Tillich

 “The Riddle of Inequality.” In The Eternal Now, 15–46. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1963. (In course packet).
“The Idea and the Ideal of Personality.” The Protestant Era. (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1948; abridged, 1957). (In course packet).
“Nature and Sacrament.” The Protestant Era (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1948; abridged, 1957). http://www.religion-online.org/showchapter.asp?title=380&C=94 (recommended)

“Two Types of a Philosophy of Religion.” In Theology of Culture, edited by Robert Kimball, 10-30. New York: Oxford University Press, 1959. (In course packet).

“Symbols of Eternal Life.” The Ingersol Lecture, 1962. Harvard Divinity Bulletin 26, 3 (1962): 1-10. (In course packet).

Articles/ Chapters about Paul Tillich

Parrella, Frederick J. “Paul Tillich’s Life and Spirituality: Some Reflections.” “Vida e Espirtualidade no pensamento de Paul Tillich,” translated by Jaci Maraschin, published in both English and Portuguese. Correlatio 6 (2004), html or pdf, at: http://www.metodista.br/ppc/correlatio/correlatio06/paul-tillich-s-life-and-spirituality-some-reflections/?searchterm=Parrella 

Gounelle, André. “Paul Tillich: A Vision of Protestantism for Today.” In Frederick J. Parrella, ed., Spirit and Community: The Legacy of Paul Tillich’s Thought, 158–166. Berlin and New York: Walter de Gruyter, 1995.

Parrella, Frederick J. An Introduction to Paul Tillich’s Ontological Thought. Unpublished manuscript, Santa Clara University, 1999-2008.

One of the following is suggested for those interested in the multicultural applications of Tillich’s thought (see Bibliography)

Richard, Jean. “The Socialist Tillich and Liberation Theology.” In Raymond F. Bulman and Frederick J. Parrella, eds., Paul Tillich: A New Catholic Perspective, 148–173. Collegeville, Minn: The Liturgical Press, 1994.

Akinwale, Anthony. “Tillich’s Method of Correlation and the Concerns of African Theologians.” In Bulman and Parrella, eds., Paul Tillich:  A New Catholic Perspective, 189–217.

Painadath, Sebastian. “Paul Tillich’s Theology of Prayer: An Indian Perspective.” In Bulman and Parrella, eds., Paul Tillich: A New Catholic Perspective, 218–240. 

Assignments 

“Good writing is clear thinking made visible” (Bill Wheeler).
Two academic papers are required for the course, plus an introductory essay. No exams are given but classroom discussion is essential. Please follow the instructions on the Writing Guides very carefully. You will find them at the beginning of the course packet. Remember each paper must have: (1) a title page; (2) numbers on pages. 

• Introductory Essay

No more than two pages double-spaced, that answers this question: What is my ultimate concern? What is of unconditional meaning and value in my life? 

Do not use any sources, but answer from your own point of view.

Due: Monday, the 2nd week, 28 Sept. 2009.

• (1) Paper One: 6 pages minimum, based on a topic of your choice from these early readings: 


On the Boundary: An Autobiographical Sketch


The Irrelevance and Relevance of the Christian Message

The New Being


“The Riddle of Inequality”


“Two Types of a Philosophy of Religion”


Any other sources that may be helpful
The paper may examine one or more of the following: Tillich’s idea of religion, God, faith, a theology of culture, the (ir)relevance of Christianity, et al. In choosing your topic, select an idea that you might want to explore more fully in the final paper. 

• Due: Monday, 5th week, 19 October 2009.

• (2) Paper Two: minimum 12 pages, due Wednesday, exam week.


Outline due: Monday, 9th week, 16 October.


Final paper due: Wednesday, 9 Dec. 2009.

Oral Reports on these papers will be presented during the 9th and the 10th week. They are to be 10 minutes minimum in length followed by comments and questions from the class.

The paper should explore in depth a theme from Tillich’s theology. At least three of Tillich’s writings must also be used as a source, as well as secondary sources assigned and others available on the supplementary bibliography. The paper should reveal both breadth and depth in developing a topic of your choice. Such scholarship involves ample citations of the texts you use to examine and develop your thesis. Topics should be discussed in class and in personal consultation. The basic ideas of your paper will be presented in class in the ninth and tenth weeks. Two helpful suggestions for developing a topic for the final paper: 

(1) Develop an idea you found interesting in your first paper and develop it further in the light of more primary and secondary readings.

(2) Select a topic that correlates with your major or minor, and write your paper from an interdisciplinary perspective—e.g., history, psychology, the natural sciences, English, sociology, political science, philosophy, art history, religious studies, et al. 

For the papers, the form to be used is the University of Chicago method, found in The Chicago Manual of Style, 14th ed. (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1994). This approach has been made popular in Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers, 6th ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1987. The most recent edition is this: A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations: Chicago Style for Students and Researchers by Kate L. Turabian, Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, Joseph M. Williams. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2007. This contains all the information on the mechanics of a term paper: capitalization, footnotes or endnotes, spelling, punctuation, bibliographies, typing, etc. This small book, first published in 1937, contains all the information on the mechanics of a term paper: capitalization, footnotes or endnotes, spelling, punctuation, bibliographies, typing, etc. Also recommended for style and good writing is William Strunk and E. B. White, The Elements of Style, 3rd ed., New York: Macmillan, 1979. This classic work, first written in 1935, contains chapters on elementary rules of word usage, principles of composition, formation of style, matters of form, and words and expressions commonly misused in writing.

Grades and Numerical Equivalents

The numerical equivalents are based on the University’s 4.0 grading system is as follows:

A = 4.00; A– = 3.7; B+/A = 3.5; B+ = 3.3; B/B+ = 3.15; B = 3; B– = 2.7; C+/B = 2.5; C+ = 2.3; C/C+ = 2.15; C = 2.00; C– = 1.7, et al.

Attendance

A student is expected to attend all classes and the material covered and announcements are the student’s responsibility. Reasons exist why a student cannot or does not attend class. Failure to attend class means that the student will be unfamiliar with the assigned reading material as well as ideas presented and discussed in class for the required papers. This cannot but help have a negative impact upon the student’s final grade. Classes are given only once: if you miss class, it is your responsibility to keep up to date with the course.

Professional Conduct

Please observe the following rules of professional conduct in a class:

• Students should make every effort to arrive at the classroom on time and in attire suitable for an academic forum. 
• No one is permitted to leave the class without permission of the professor until the class has been dismissed except for a serious medical emergency. Restroom facilities are available before and after the class, not during the class.

• Please be sure your cell phone is turned off and keep them off your desks and out of sight. You would never want your phone to ring in my class. All cell phones are to be put away—not on your desk or on your lap. Anyone caught texting, et al., during class will be asked to withdraw from the course or receive a grade of “F.”
• The use of computers in class—for the taking of notes only—is permitted. Students who use a computer for any other purpose will be asked to withdraw from the course or receive a grade of “F”.

Grading Policy

(1) Grades will be based on two factors: (1) papers required for the course; (2) class attendance and participation, including the oral report. The papers will be evaluated on the basis of students’ ability: 

(1) to reveal to the reader their command of the assigned readings in both depth and breadth; 

(2) to develop a clear argument of the student’s choosing, based upon the required readings and supplementary bibliography and to develop this argument in a coherent, scholarly, and creative fashion.

Note well: References to the texts—either citations or direct quotations—are essential to a successful grade.

In this course: 30% first paper, 60% second paper, 10% participation and oral presentation.

(2) The grade of Incomplete will be given out only under special and unusual circumstances. For students who receive a grade of Incomplete: All work required for the course must be submitted no later than the beginning of the fourth week of the next term. Failure to do so means that the grade will automatically be turned over to an “F” by the Office of Student Records at the beginning of the fifth week. This is the grade you will receive for the course. 

(3) Students who do not attend class on a consistent basis—so that they are known by the professor and other students to be a member of the course in good standing—and who fail to contact the professor with the reason for missing class: if you do not withdraw before the end of the 9th week, you may not receive a passing grade, whether or not you submit any work at the end of the term. 

Academic Integrity

Cheating can take many forms. Please be aware that if you are caught in a situation of academic dishonesty, you will receive an F in the assignment or the exam. The most common form of cheating is plagiarism. Note carefully: whenever you use the precise words or even the ideas of another, you must give a complete reference (author, title, city, publisher, date, page number) to your source text either in a footnote or endnote. You may also not plagiarize another student’s ideas or words.

At the same time, it is perfectly legitimate, even desirable, for students to talk over their topics, exchange ideas, and edit each other’s papers. This is an important part of the process of learning: sharing your creative ideas with your peers. This presumes that all students collaborating with others both give and receive from such fruitful collaboration.

Disability Accommodation Policy

To receive academic accommodations for a disability, students must contact Disability Resources located in Benson 216. The phone number is 408-554-4109 or inquiries can be emailed to Robin Cole, Administrative Associate, rcole@scu.edu. Students must register with Disabilities Resources and provide documentation of a disability to Disabilities Resources prior to receiving academic accommodations.

The Place of the Third Course in the Religious Studies Curriculum

• Building upon the first two courses, the third course in Religious Studies applies insights from the study of religion to difficult, open-ended questions of vital interest to contemporary societies.  From historical or current perspectives, this course takes critical engagement to a creative level either in theory or in practice. This course is taken only after completion of 88 units and the first two Religious Studies courses.  

• The third course in the Religious Studies curriculum involves the critical engagement of current, open-ended issues in religion.

(1) As the last required course, the third course should model on-going intellectual engagement with difficult questions and issues involving religion as it is currently addressed in the three areas.

(2) In terms of cognitive development, this course should be organized around problems, issues, or controversies that require students to explore and assess multiple positions and then make intellectually defensible, integrative, and nuanced decisions.

(3) As the last substantive core curriculum course for most undergraduates, the third course should serve as a “capstone,” giving students the opportunity to bring together their core and disciplinary knowledge, their acquired analytic skills, the intellectual challenge of current issues, and the “meta-questions” that will invoke ethical and ontological concerns. 

Schedule

Please follow the schedule as faithfully as you are able. Only if you do the readings in advance will the classes be valuable; but do NOT miss class if you have not done the readings.
First week

Tillich, On the Boundary: An Autobiographical Sketch.

21 Sept.

Parrella, “Paul Tillich’s Life and Spirituality: Some Reflections.”
Second


Tillich, “The Riddle of Inequality.”

28 Sept.

Tillich, The Irrelevance and Relevance of the Christian Message.
Third


Tillich, “Two Types of a Philosophy of Religion.”

5 Oct.


Tillich, The New Being
Fourth


Tillich, The New Being
12 Oct.


Tillich, The Dynamics of Faith, chapters 1, 2.

Fifth


Tillich, The Dynamics of Faith, chapters 3, 4, 5, and 6

19 Oct.


Gounelle, “The Vision…”





Tillich, “Nature and Sacrament” (recommended)

Sixth


Tillich. Love, Power, and Justice. Ontological Analysis and 

26 Oct.


Ethical Applications.





Tillich. “The Idea and the Ideal of Personality.”




First paper due
Seventh


Tillich. Love, Power, and Justice. Ontological Analysis and 

2 Nov.


Ethical Applications.





Paul Tillich. “Symbols of Eternal Life.”
Eighth 


Paul Tillich. The Courage To Be
9 Nov.

Ninth


Paul Tillich. The Courage To Be

16 Nov.


Oral presentations




Drafts of major paper due

Tenth


Thanksgiving holiday

23 Nov.

Eleventh

Paul Tillich. The Courage To Be

30 Nov.


Oral presentations





Concluding remarks and questions

Exam week

Final paper due on Wednesday, 9 Dec. 2009 at 5 PM.

7 Dec.

Throughout the course: Parrella, An Introduction to Paul Tillich’s Ontological Thought, may be read throughout the term as forming a framework and guide to the primary readings.

Consultation

My office is in Kenna Hall, Suite 300, Room H. If you wish to consult with me at any time about your papers or any other issue related to the course, please make an appointment after class or by telephone for a mutually convenient time. You may call me at home on any day of the week at a reasonable hour with questions you may have. You may also Email me. Be sure to leave your telephone number on any voice mail or Email message you leave. 

Office phone: 408.554.4714

Religious Studies Dept.: 554.4547

Home phone: 408.259.8225

Email: fparrella@scu.edu
A final word: A quarter goes very quickly. You will find this course valuable only in so far as you apply yourself to the readings, attend class faithfully, participate in the discussion, and submit your papers in a timely manner. Since it is a seminar and a smaller class, discussion and questions are essential. Be prepared each week, as best as you are able, to discuss the assigned text(s).

“When I shall be dead, tell the kingdom of the earth that I have loved it much more than I ever dared to say.”
