TESP 4: The Christian Tradition

Winter Quarter, 2010
William J. Dohar

Course Description: This is a foundations course in Christianity; its aim is to introduce students to Christianity as a global religion, a force of history, and a distinct (if remarkably varied) religious tradition.  While many students at Santa Clara University may self-identify as Christians of one denomination or another, the objective in this course is to examine Christianity not from a faith-perspective, but as a subject of intellectual inquiry.
Course Objectives:  Our particular objectives here will be to describe and compare central Christian ideas and practices with three other global regions and cultures: the Mediterranean world, in particular Rome, Arabic cultures (centered around Islam) and China.  This conscious awareness of Christianity’s formative encounters with these other cultures constitutes Core Learning Objective 1.  In addition, students will have the opportunity through writing and discussion to reflect critically on their own beliefs and understandings in relationship to the larger human experience of religion (Core Learning Objective 2).  Special emphasis on these two learning objectives is highlighted in the schedule of classes below as CLO 1 and CLO 2.
Course Readings:  The main text for the course is Introduction to Christianity, ed. Mary Jo Weaver and David Brakke, 4th edition (2008).  In addition, we’ll examine, analyze and discuss other, shorter texts—poetry, biography, song, treatise, law, saints’ lives and personal, spiritual reflection.  These latter sources, indicated with an asterisk (*) below, have been uploaded to our course page on ANGEL.  We also read as ‘texts’ images and themes in art, architecture, and film which will serve as the bases for written efforts and discussions.  There will be regular brief reading assignments from the Christian Scriptures (the Bible); students may consult a printed copy or find pertinent passages online at: http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/
You need to bring to class all sources assigned for that particular day; failure to do so hobbles the student’s ability to participate and will result in some reduction of participation credit.

Assessment, Evaluation and Feedback: Three quizzes chart student retention of basic material drawn from the texts and lectures; a final exam (essay form) invites a more synthetic view of the course’s major themes and learning objectives; writing occurs in three short essays (2-3 pages) of an analytical nature selected from five paper topics. In spite of the somewhat larger size of this class, participation is key. A student’s participation is measured and assessed in general classroom participation and small-group discussions in class and online.

Quizzes: 
30%


Writing:  
35% (including 5% for in-class writing)

Participation: 
20% (including three online discussions)

Final Exam:
15%

Instructor feedback reaches students through comments on papers and online discussions (emailed to each student) and, in more general ways, during office hours.  I am happy to consult with students on papers before, during or after they’re written in mentoring the practices of critical thinking and written communication.  In addition, students will be encouraged to assess critically their own experience of the course in a mid-quarter survey and in the standard end-of-term narrative evaluation.
Due dates, late submissions, plagiarism, etc.:  All assignments—reading and writing—are due the day assigned.  Extensions are rare but possible, depending on justifiable circumstances and consultation with me.  For the sake of fairness, some grade reduction results with later submissions.  The key here is to plan ahead and meet the deadlines as best you can.  Avoid reaching a crisis situation; if in doubt (about this or any other requirement), see me and we can work things out.  Any student with a learning disability should see me immediately with paperwork from the Drahmann Center so that we can work out necessary accommodations.  Plagiarism in any form will result in certain failure of the project in question and may result in a failing grade for the entire course according to University policies and procedures (please see: http://www.scu.edu/studentlife/resources/academicintegrity/).  

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES

I. Origins and Foundations

Jan 5
Introduction to the Course: Why study religion at all?
Jan 7
Worldview and Religion (CLO 2): How does my worldview influence what and how I believe?


Weaver and Brakke, ch 1
Jan 12
Beginnings of Christianity and Approaches to Jesus


Weaver and Brakke, ch 2


Mk 1; Mt 11:25-30; Lk 11:37-54; Jn 1:1-18

Jan 14
Issues and Ideas in Christian-themed Films: An Online Discussion
Jan 19
Christianity and Rome (CLO 1): How did Rome influence the early course of events in Christianity?

*William Klingaman, The First Century, chs 14, 16, 22 

Paper Option 1: World-View and Personal Belief
Jan 21
Early Christianity, Gospel Ideals and the ‘Perfect Life’


Lk 15; Acts of the Apostles 2: 42-47


Weaver and Brakke, ch 3






Quiz 1
II. Defining Movements: Holiness, Persecution, Expansion and Division

Jan 26
East is East and West is West…






Weaver and Brakke, ch 4
*The Story of Syncletica


Paper Option 2: Christian Themes in Film
Jan 28 
Christianity—In the World or Out of it?: Online Discussion
Feb 2
Christian Expansion

*Reading TBA
Feb 4
The End of the Middle Ages and the Reformation (CLO 2): How is it that there are thousands of denominations within Christianity?

Weaver and Brakke, ch 5


Paper Option 3: Christian Lives and the Nature of  Conversion
Feb 9
Christianity, Islam and the Arab World (CLO 1)



Quiz 2

What role does militant difference play in Christianity’s development?

*The Triumph of Islam (from Robert Wright, The Evolution of God)

Feb 11
Christianity Meets Islam: Online Discussion
*Sam Harris, The End of Faith, ch 4
Feb 16
Christianity in a New World: Modernity and Change

Weaver and Brakke, chs 6, 7, 8 (Reading Day with Exercises)
Feb 18
Christianity in China (CLO 1): Why did Christianity not succeed in China?

Weaver and Brakke, ch 9


*Matteo Ricci, The True Meaning of the Doctrine of the Master of Heaven (excerpts)
III. Contemporary Issues in Christian Life
Feb 23
American Zion

*Martin Luther King, Jr., “Letter from Birmingham Jail”
Paper Option 4: Christianity in Other Cultures
Feb 25
Christian Time, Christian Space

I Kings 8: 22-23, 27-30


*How to Read a Church (CLO 1): What makes a space Christian space?
Mar 2
Christians in Conflict


Weaver and Brakke, chs 10-11
Paper Option 5: Christian Space
Mar 4
Christians in Love







Quiz 3

I Corinthians 13: 1-13; I Jn 4: 7-21

*Anne Morrow Lindberg, Gift from the Sea (excerpt)

Mar 9
God, Gender and Sexuality (CLO 2)

Weaver and Brakke, ch. 12
Mar 11
Christ and Anti-Christ








Rev. 12-13; I Jn 2:15-26

*Left Behind and its Critics

******************
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