The Christian Tradition  (TESP 4)

Winter 2010; Kenna 214

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 8am-9:05am

Instructor:  Diana C. Gibson

Office:  Kenna 317

Office Hours: Mon. 9:10-9:30am; Wed. & Fri. 9:10-10am, or by appointment

Contact:  dcgibson@scu.edu; 650-248-3104

Course Description

In this course we will examine the Christian tradition as a way of life which has shaped and transformed individuals, communities and societies since the time of Jesus.  The course will focus on the diverse ways the Christian tradition has been and is understood theologically and lived out historically, focusing on two of the major traditions within Christianity, Catholicism and Protestantism.  We will also look at the ways these traditions have been articulated theologically and culturally in two distinct regions of the world:  North America (and Europe) and Latin America.  Topics covered will include the person of Jesus, meanings of faith, concepts of God, role of church, Scripture, and historical context, and the relevance of Christianity today.  As an introductory course, the class will offer basic categories, concepts and questions through and with which religion can be studied. Critical thinking, engaged curiosity, and a willingness to venture outside your own worldview are all encouraged, appreciated, and actively fostered.  This is an academic course aimed to enrich and challenge students whether they come from a Christian background, from another faith tradition, or from no particular spiritual tradition.

Course Goals

Students will be able to: 

1.
identify formative stories, foundational sources and core theological concepts 
within the Christian Tradition;

2.
describe and compare at least 2 historical, cultural or theological approaches to 
Christianity and how those inform (or informed) the living of the Christian faith;

3.
identify at least 2 significant questions or issues facing the church today and 
articulate at least 2 diverse responses within the Christian tradition;

4.
use critical and imaginative thinking to reflect on their own beliefs and the role 
religion plays in their worldview.

Department Goals [adapted from RS “Description of the Three Levels”]

1.  
Students question and probe religion for what it reveals about human beings, their 
diverse societies, traditions, convictions and aspirations. 

2.  
Students use diverse materials and demonstrate formal postures of inquiry into 
religion and in order to go beyond simple description of religion to a reflective 
engagement with it. 

3.  
Students propose and investigate the “big questions” – that is, the meta-reflective 
questions that ask how and why we ask the questions that we do about religion.
Core Curriculum Learning Objectives
This course fulfills Santa Clara’s Core Requirement for RTC 1

1a
Students will be able to describe and compare the central religious ideas and 
practices from several traditions or within one, and from at least two globally 
distinct regions.

1b
Students will be able to use critical approaches to reflect on their own beliefs and 
the religious dimensions of human existence.
Class Format

Classes will include lecture, discussions, films, and small group presentations.

Required Course Reading

Diana Butler Bass, A People’s History of Christianity: The Other Side of the Story (2009)

Marcus J. Borg, The Heart of Christianity: Rediscovering a Life of Faith  (2003)

Regular reading assignments from the Christian Scriptures (the Bible).  Acceptable translations include the New Revised Standard Version and The Jerusalem Bible. Check with instructor regarding other translations. 

Supplementary reading will be posted on ERes or on the ANGEL course website.

Assessment

Class participation that is consistent, engaged, prepared, thoughtful and respectful - 15%
This will indirectly support all course goals as well as RTC learning objectives 1a and 1b.

Four essay papers:

1. Spiritual autobiography (1-2 pages) DUE MONDAY, 1/11 - 5%: explore how student’s own assumptions and worldview influence her/his approach to the study of religion and identify particular questions or issues of concern to the student -Assesses Course Goal 4 and RTC objective 1b.
a. Identify 2-3 core assumptions about religion and/or Christianity with which you were raised (e.g., “Only Christians can get to heaven” or “God is the opium of the masses”), examine where these came from, how they have shaped your thinking, and explore how each assumption has either stayed true for you or how and why you have challenged it;

b. Identify 2-3 questions or concerns that prompt a spiritual inquisitiveness in you (do not try to answer these!).

2. Scripture Paper (2-3 pages) DUE FRIDAY, 1/29 – 10%: choose one of the following sets of biblical narratives and contrast how each one influences a Christian worldview and way of life - Assesses course goal 2 and RTC objective 1a.
Set 1: Creation story - Genesis 1:1-2:4a and Genesis 2:4b-24 

Set 2: Birth - Matthew 1:18-2:15 (or 2:23) and Luke 1:26-56, 2:1-20 (or 2:40) 

Set 3: Sermon on the Mount/ Plain - Matthew 5:1-48 and Luke 6:17-38

Read them both carefully, and then compare using these questions: 

a. How are their messages the same, and how are they different? What characters are emphasized and which are less important in each version?  

b. For what purpose might each story have been composed? Why do you think each author may have included and/or emphasized what s/he did?  

c. How have you heard these stories (or excerpts from them) used in church?  (If you were not raised in church, interview someone who was and ask him/her.)  

d. Which do you prefer, and why? 

e. Focusing on the passage you prefer, explore how that story might influence a Christian’s worldview and way of life if taken seriously.

3. Jesus Paper (3-4 pages) DUE FRIDAY, 2/19 – 15%: identify 3 significant events or teachings in the story of Jesus, explore one theological concept which has emerged from one of those events, and examine how this has influenced Christianity in North American and Latin American contexts: Assesses course goals 1 and 2 and RTC objective 1a
a. identify what you consider to be the 3 most significant events or teachings in the story of Jesus (cite biblical references); 

b. focusing now on one of these events or concepts, explore one theological concept which has emerged from this event/story/teaching;

c. investigate what Christian practices, rituals, disciplines or ways of life have evolved from this (you may focus on something from our history study or a current practice);

d. examine specifically how this story/teaching has influenced Christianity in one North American and one Latin American context.

4. Topic of Interest Paper (3-4 pages) DUE WED. 3/10 – 15%: chose a topic from class to research more thoroughly: Assesses course goal 4 and RTC objective 1b
a. choose a topic from class to research more thoroughly and have the topic approved by the instructor in advance (DUE MONDAY 2/8)

b. reflect on your own understanding of this topic before your begin the paper; 

c. identify core Scripture and/or church teachings which inform this topic;

d. examine 2 differing theological approaches to this topic - one from Protestant and the other from Catholic perspective - exploring what historical and/or cultural influences shaped each approach and how each approach then shaped the living of the Christian faith for a specific individual, group or tradition of people;

e. reflect on your own understanding of this topic in light of what you have learned in writing this paper.

Quizzes - given without notice at beginning of class - 10% (lowest grade on a quiz will be dropped) Indirectly supports all course goals and RTC objectives
Small Group Presentation on current issue or topic about which there is debate within the Christian tradition - 10% Indirectly supports all course goals and RTC objectives.
Visit to a Sunday Worship Service at a Christian denomination other than the one that has been most influential in student’s life and write a short (2-3 page) reflection and analysis paper DUE MONDAY, 3/3 - 5%  –Assesses especially RTC goals 1a and 1b
Final Exam MONDAY, 3/15, 6:30-8PM -15%  Indirectly supports all course goals and RTC objectives.

Course Policies

1. Class Discussion: You are expected to participate in discussion through active listening and respectful response. Questions and exchange of ideas must always be for the purpose of enhancing our understanding and learning.  Thoughtful and consistent participation in class discussions is required to attain an “A” grade.  Disruptive or disrespectful remarks will result in a lower grade. If you are having trouble finding ways to participate in this learning environment, please see me and I will be glad to discuss this with you.

2. Academic Honesty:  Santa Clara University insists on honesty and integrity from all members of its community.  The standards of the University preclude any form of cheating, plagiarism, forgery of signatures, and falsification of data.  A student who commits any offense against academic honesty and integrity may receive a failing grade without a possibility of withdrawal.  An offense may also dictate suspension or dismissal from the University.  In particular, it is each student’s responsibility to understand the serious nature of plagiarism and the consequences of such activity.  Please be certain to cite your sources very carefully in your papers.  If you have any questions about what constitutes plagiarism, please do not hesitate to speak to me.

3. Attendance:  You are expected to arrive to class on time and attend every class meeting. Frequent tardiness or missing more than three class periods will result in lowering of your final grade.  

4. Late Work:  All papers are due at the beginning of class on the dates indicated.  The grade for late work will be lowered, by as much as one full letter grade for each calendar day that it is late.  Exceptions will be granted only for very good reasons, and must be negotiated with instructor before the due date.

5. Spelling and Grammar:  Spelling and grammar will affect the grade on your papers.  If a paper contains significant errors in spelling, grammar, or punctuation, the paper will be returned to you un-graded for you to revise.  Please proofread your work carefully.  Writing help is available at the Drahmann Center.

6. Disability Accommodation Policy: To request academic accommodations for a disability, students must contact Disabilities Resources located on the second floor of Benson.  Phone numbers are 408-554-4111; TTY 408-554-5445.  Students must register and provide documentation of a disability to Disabilities Resources prior to receiving academic accommodations.

Grading Scale

A = 
Outstanding. Awesome.  Takes my breath away!

A- =
Amazingly good. I want to stand up and cheer.

B+ = 
Very good.  I want to clap, but I’m still in my seat.

B = 
Good, solid work.  I’m impressed.

B- = 
Good, solid work, but I’m not excited.

C+ = 
Above average.  No complaints.

C = 
Average.  You’ve completed the assignment.

C- = 
You’ve mostly completed the assignment, but not thoroughly.  Something is 
lacking, or perhaps your grammar or composition needs work.

D =
I’ll give it back to you and give you another chance, but only once, and that is if it 
is not a presentation or the final exam.

F = 
Failure.  Let’s not even go there.

Class Schedule
Week 1 – Jesus: An Introduction: Who is this guy?

Monday, 1/4: Class Overview, Introduction of Terms
Wednesday, 1/6: 

READ FOR CLASS:  Assigned scripture passage


Group 1: Luke 2:1-41


Group 2: Luke 3:21-22; 4:1-24, 28-30


Group 3: Luke 6: 1-34


Group 4: Mark 1:9-28

ASSIGNMENT: arrive with 2 copies of 5 observations from readings about Jesus

Friday, 1/8:

READ FOR CLASS:  ERes, Borg, Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time
Week 2 – Faith: Room for Mystery
Monday, 1/11:  DUE: Spiritual Autobiography
READ FOR CLASS:  Borg, Heart, chapter 2, pages 25-41

Wednesday, 1/13:

READ FOR CLASS: Assigned scripture passages


Group 1:  Luke 12: 22-34


Group 2:  Mark 5: 25-34


Group 3:  Mark 9: 14-29

ASSIGNMENT: arrive with 2 copies of 3 observations from readings about faith

Friday, 1/15:  Film – Huston Smith from “Jesus at 2000” (tentative)
READ FOR CLASS: ERes, Robert McAfee Brown, “Puzzles, Problems and   

            Mysteries” in  Speaking of Christianity, pages 3-5
ERes, Elizabeth Johnson, Consider Jesus
ERes, Huston Smith, “Jesus and the World’s Religions” in Jesus at 2000
Week 3 – God: Concepts, Concerns & God’s C.V.
Monday, 1/18:  MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. HOLIDAY

Wednesday, 1/20:


READ FOR CLASS:  Borg, Heart, chapter 4, pages 61-78

READ FOR CLASS: Assigned scripture passages


Group 1:  Exodus 3:1-15


Group 2:  Psalm 146


Group 3:  Luke 1:26-56

ASSIGNMENT: arrive with 2 copies of 5 observations from readings about God

Friday, 1/22: Film: Archbishop Desmond Tutu from “God at 2000” 

READ FOR CLASS: ERes, Joan Chittister, “God Become Infinitely Larger” 

in God at 2000, pages 59-69



Bass, History, 221-246

Week 4 – Bible: Meeting Tent, Metaphor, and Mega-stories
Monday, 1/25:


READ FOR CLASS: Borg, Heart, chapter 3, pages 43-60





Exodus 33:7-11

Wednesday, 1/27:


READ FOR CLASS:  Bass, History, pages 40-46 (top), 213 (2nd paragraph)





Assigned scripture passages

Friday, 1/29:   Film:  Genesis: A Living Conversation (PBS Series with Bil Moyers)
 DUE: Scripture paper
Week 5 – History: The Not-So-Usual Stories 
Monday, 2/1:

READ FOR CLASS:  Bass, History, Early Christianity, pages 4-6 (read “The

      Usual Story”), 21-40 (stop at “Reading Scripture”), 46-49 (read “Come 

      Follow Me”), 59-60 (stop at “Hospitality”), 78-81 (read “The End of the

      Beginning”)

Wednesday, 2/3:


READ FOR CLASS: Bass, History, Medieval Christianity, pages 85-95, 101-105

      (read “Icons”); 121-148 

Friday, 2/5:

READ FOR CLASS:  Bass, History, Reformations, pages 151-183, 188-192 (read “Family”), 203-207 (read “An Unfinished Reformation”)

Week 6 – Jesus Again (the Christ of Faith): The Execution that Just Didn’t Work 

Monday, 2/8:   DUE:  Proposal for topic of interest paper

READ FOR CLASS:  Borg, Heart, chapter 5, pages 80-99

Wednesday, 2/10:


READ FOR CLASS:  ERes, Elizabeth Johnson, Considering Jesus, pages 27-33





 ERes, Dorothee Soelle, Revolutionary Patience




 Bass, History, pages 112-117
Friday, 2/12:


READ FOR CLASS:  ERes, Ronald Rolheiser, The Holy Longing, pages 75-81





ERes, William Spohn, Go and Do Likewise, pages 87-91

Week 7 – The Human Person – The Body of Christ
Monday, 2/15:  PRESIDENTS DAY HOLIDAY

Wednesday, 2/17:

READ FOR CLASS:  ERes, Henri Nouwen, “Being the Beloved” in Life of the 

Beloved, pages 25-33

ERes, Ronald Rolheiser,  “Toward a Spirituality of Ecclesiology” in The       

       Holy Longing, pages 114-134 (stop at “So Why Go to Church”)
Borg, Heart, pages 193 (bottom) -196 (top), “Being part of a church”
Friday, 2/19:  DUE: Jesus paper
Week 8 – The Reign of God: Can we keep politics out of the church?

Monday, 2/22:


READ FOR CLASS:  Borg, Heart, chapter 7, pages 126-146

Wednesday, 2/24:

READ FOR CLASS: Assigned scripture passages

ASSIGNMENT: arrive with 2 copies of 5 observations from readings about the reign (kingdom) of God


+ ERes, Michael J. Himes, “Politics” in We Hold These Truths, pages 19-23

Friday, 2/26: Film - Sr. Helen Prejean, Palo Alto, Fall 2008


READ FOR CLASS: Bass, History, pages 65 -78 (read “Communalism,” 
                  “Peacemaking,” “Strangers and Aliens”), 184-188 (read “Justice”)

ERes, Brown, “Worship: Piece of Cake or Subversion?” in 

                   Speaking of Christianity, pages 12-19

Week 9 – Christianity & the World: What do we mean – “in but not of”?
Monday, 3/3: 
DUE: Reflection paper on visit to Sunday worship service

READ FOR CLASS: Bass, History, pages 247-266 

Wednesday, 3/3: Small Group Presentations

READ FOR CLASS: Martin Luther King, Jr. “Letter from a Birmingham Jail”  

            see http://www.historicaltextarchive.com/sections.php?op=viewarticle&artid=40
Friday, 3/5: Small Group Presentations

Week 10 – Christianity Today: Is this really all the same religion?


Monday, 3/8: Small Group Presentations


READ FOR CLASS: Bass, History, pages 288-306



Borg, Heart, chapter 1, pages 2-5, 15-20

Wednesday, 3/10:  DUE: Topic of interest paper
Friday, 3/12:  Review

FINAL:  MONDAY, 3/15, 6:30-8PM
