Santa Clara University                                                                                   Department of Religious Studies

                                                             SYLLABUS
               TESP 4: Section: 54287: Theology, Ethics & Spirituality (Area 2)

                                                      WINTER 2010

                                                   Prerequisites: None
                     This course fulfills Santa Clara’s Core Requirement for RTC 1
                                     Class Meeting Time:  M-W 3:30-5:15 p.m.                       

                                              Location:  Kenna Hall 214

Instructor: Janet Giddings

Office: Kenna Hall 317

Office Hours: 2:15-3:15 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays and also by appointment

Phone: 551-3000 x 6438            Email: jgiddings@scu.edu
Course Description (SCU)
A theological examination of the Christian tradition covering such topics as religious experience and the meaning of God; Jesus experience and the meaning of God; Jesus in the Gospels; the development and history of the Christian churches; the relevance of Christianity in the 21st century global world.

Welcome from Professor Giddings,
I welcome all students interested in exploring the Christian tradition from its roots and beginnings, to its various cultural contexts of today. The latter part of the course will focus on Christianity in developing countries and a counter discourse to the Western understanding of the Bible and Christian theology. We will also assess technology and how it may be changing and challenging the future of Christianity and theological inheritance.

Purpose of the Core Course in Religious Studies
At Santa Clara University, the study of religious belief and practice in various cultural contexts (including your own) is one of the central features of the Core Curriculum. This is an essential part of Jesuit education. The study of religion at Santa Clara is not about making the student believe certain teachings or limiting their inquiry to one tradition. We want you to think critically about religious experiences, practices, and beliefs, including your own religious identity (or other ways you identify your beliefs) and those of others.

Courses in Area 2 deal with three dimensions of "faith seeking understanding," a phrase that has classically described theology as a discipline. Theology seeks to articulate the truth of faith; ethics, the implications of faith in human life and activity; and spirituality, the practice and understanding of the experience of faith. All three dimensions are pursued in dialogue with culture in its various forms of discourse, and all three aim specifically to situate the Jewish or Christian faith tradition within contemporary approaches to the study of religion.

Course Goals
1. Students will be able to express a critical understanding of the theological foundations of Christian tradition.

2. Students will be able to compare and contrast at least two different cultural and/or theological expressions of Christian tradition.

3. Students will be able to describe and evaluate the positioning of Christianity, Catholicism in particular, within the pluralism of the United States.

Religious Studies Department Goals 

1. Students question and probe religion for what it reveals about human beings, their diverse societies, traditions, convictions and aspirations.

2. Students use diverse materials and demonstrate formal postures of inquiry into religion and in order to go beyond a simple description of religion to a reflective engagement with it.

3. Students propose and investigate the “big questions” --that is, the meta-reflective questions that ask how and why we ask the questions that we do about religion.
Core Curriculum Learning Goals and Objectives
1a. Students will be able to describe and compare the central religious ideas and practices from several traditions or within one, and from at least two globally distinct regions. (Knowledge of Global Cultures; Complexity; Ambiguity)

1b. Students will be able to use critical approaches to reflect on their own beliefs and the religious dimensions of human existence. (Critical thinking; Complexity; Reflection)

Required Books and Scholarly Articles or Essays
Campolo, Tony, and Michael Battle. The Church Enslaved: A Spirituality of Racial 

   Reconciliation. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2005. Print.
The New Oxford Annotated Bible. NRSV. New York: Oxford University Press, 2001. (Hard or soft copy) If you already own a Bible, you may not have to purchase this version; however, you will need to clear this with the instructor.

King, Jr., Martin Luther. “Rediscovering Lost Values: February 28, 1954 Address.” The Papers

  of Martin Luther King, Jr. Los Angeles: UCP, 1994.  (Handout from Instructor)

Peterson, R. Dean. A Concise History of Christianity. 3rd ed. Belmont, California: Thomson 

  Higher Education, 2007. Print.

Sanneh, Lamin. Whose Religion is Christianity?: The Gospel beyond the West. Grand Rapids, 

  Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2003. Print.
Additional course assignments on ANGEL

Tillich, Paul. “The Church and Contemporary Culture.”  See Link via Religion-Online.

“The Great Emergence” by Phyllis Tickle. Watch the YouTube video.

Assessment and Grading: 100 points 
10%:  Informed participation; this means in-class participation based on your reading.

           Homework is required in this course. You may miss 2 homework assignments only.
           Visit to The Antioch Baptist Church with participation in class discussion.

· The visit to the Antioch Baptist Church, the oldest African American Church in

      San Jose, directly supports LO 1b.
45%:  Four, 2-4 page papers; response, reflection, analysis, argumentation.

In fulfillment of Core learning goal 1a, two papers will ask you to demonstrate a 
grasp of central religious ideas and practices of Christianity commensurate with the material covered in the course.  In addition, one of these papers will ask you to take the thesis of Lamin Sanneh and to demonstrate an understanding of at least two different expressions of Christian tradition from distinct regions of the globe. (These also fulfill all course learning objectives).
             1. Response Paper: to Peterson’s History of Christianity with particular focus on 
                 several traditions from at least four globally distinct regions. 2-3 pages (10%)
             2.  Argumentative Paper: Using Lamin Sanneh’s book as a model for research, you will
                  research and compare models of faith and community, central religious ideas and

                  practices from two globally distinct regions. One religious community may be from 

                  an “online region” via technology. 4 page minimum with Works Cited page (15%)
In fulfillment of Core learning goal 1b, all of these papers will ask you to reflect 
critically on your own beliefs or thoughts about the religious dimensions of human 
existence that are raised by a study of the Christian tradition. (These also fulfill all Religious Studies department learning goals)
            3. Analytic Paper: Analysis of the Epistle to Diognetus with special attention to the

                ideas and language of the author as he defends his Christian religion. 2 pages (10%)
            4. Reflection Paper: Religious autobiography. Using the Gospel of Mark, the Epistle,

                and other material covered, critically examine how your own religious foundation,

                cultural influence, worldview, race and social class have influenced your religious

                identity. 2-3 pages (10%)
Papers:
         1. In writing the response paper you will demonstrate a grasp of the central ideas and/or 

              problems in the assigned text. You will be graded on a proper introduction 

              of the author and title of work, a concise summary, thesis statement, use of at least

              one quotation to provide context and that supports your thesis.

          2. The reflection paper is personal. You will reflect on your own religious tradition or

              philosophy if you have not been raised within a religious tradition. You will make

              analogies to things you have learned, to experiences; you should explore your own  

              methodology in assessing religious traditions; demonstrate you have considered all

              that has been assigned and discussed in class. This essay allows you to offer insights

              to your own tradition that may not have been explored in class.

          3. The analytic essay will be graded on your keen analysis of an essay/text. An analysis

              of the author’s intent, anticipated or stated audience, genre, redaction and other

              criticisms. A list of criticisms will be given to the student prior to the assignment.

          4. The criteria for grading the argumentative essay are: you have a clearly stated position 

              supported by logical premises; you consider an opposing view, your conclusion is

              logical to your position and premises. All of this after stating you have a firm 

              understanding of the issue or problem presented in the essay/text assigned.

· Note: If the professor agrees to accept a late paper, the paper will lose one letter grade for each day it is late. Meeting deadlines is essential to success in this course.
20%:  Midterm: Covers Peterson and The Gospel of Mark - Indirectly supports all course goals
           and RTC objectives.
10%:  Group research and presentation: a pericope from The Gospel of Matthew.
            - Supports both 1a and 1b objectives
15%:  Final: Covers Campolo/Battle; Lamin Sanneh - Indirectly supports all course goals and
          RTC objectives.
Assessment criteria:
· “A” work is excellent. An “A” paper is focused with an explicit thesis statement. It exhibits a clear, effective and organized line of thought as well as thorough understanding of the material. It has no English usage problems, anticipates possible objections to its point of view and/or supporting arguments, and frequently provides pertinent citations to make its case. The writer’s voice is firm, confident, and clear.

· All papers will follow MLA Writing Style Guidelines and Formatting; 7TH Edition.

· Papers are deducted points when there is a digression in any of the above areas and including errors in syntax, grammar and spelling, punctuation, awkward or nebulous writing; poor organization; carelessness.

Grading scale: 

A   95-100            B 77-82           C 59-64

A- 89-94              B- 71-76          C- 53-58

B+ 83-88             C+ 65-70          D+ 47-52

Attendance Policy
Consistent attendance is essential to the course dynamic and to a learning environment. One unexcused absence will not reduce your grade. Two absences will drop your grade by a half-grade (e.g., A- to B+) and three or more will result in a serious reduction in your final grade. Generally, legitimate excuses for an absence are illness, or a family emergency. Both will need to be supported by appropriate documentation.

Consistent tardiness will result in a reduction of your grade.

Disability Policy

To receive academic accommodations for a disability, students must contact Disability Resources located in Benson 216. The phone number is 408-554-4109 or inquiries can be emailed to Robin Cole, Administrative Associate, rcole@scu.edu. Students must register with Disabilities Resources and provide documentation of a disability to Disabilities Resources prior to receiving academic accommodations.
Academic Integrity
The instructor expects your moral standard to fit the Jesuit tradition and the work you produce will be your own. When you consult or borrow the ideas of others you must give them credit by citing their work. Plagiarizing will result in an “F” for the entire assignment. Please view the SCU policy at: www.scu.edu/studentlife/resources/integrity.cfm.

Writing Center

Varsi Hall, Room 145

3-11 p.m.

You may be asked to take a paper to the Writing Center and work with one of the excellent tutors there. Also, you may want to consult with the Center on your own to update your writing skill.
NOTE: If an extra credit opportunity is offered, the credit will be used at the professor’s discretion and will not erase consequences of absences, consistent tardiness, or failure to meet assignments.

No taping of any kind may occur without explicit written permission from the professor or Disability Resources.
