TESP 40: Exploring Judaism: Spirit and Practice

Tu/Th 11:50-1:35




Prof. Cynthia Baker

Tu/Th 1:45-3:30




340 Bannan Hall








cmbaker@scu.edu/551-7153








Office hrs. T/12:40-1:40








Th/11:40-12:40  and by appt.


Course description:
Imagine a spiritual practice in which Resting is, itself, a sacred act; a spiritual practice in which every trip to the grocery store is an invitation to embrace divine mystery and humane ethics; in which thoughtful study is a form of prayer, questioning is a gesture of faith, and everyday activities – such as waking, washing, dressing, and cooking – are occasions for blessing.  This course provides an opportunity to explore the spirit and practice of Judaism through some of its most ordinary and extraordinary traditions.

Course goals:

· As a second course in the religion sequence, this course seeks to enable students to develop basic familiarity with a body of material significant for understanding Jewish experience, in particular, and human religious experience, in general.

· Students are challenged to draw connections between the information and ideas encountered in this course and their own lives in a larger society and world, and to reflect on the ethical questions that grow out of this challenge.

· With regard to the core curriculum, this course invites students to explore this subject in relation to materials studied from an array of disciplinary perspectives in other coursework at SCU.  

Texts:

Kerry Olitzky and Daniel Judson, 

The Rituals and Practices of a Jewish life

Arthur Waskow,

Down to earth Judaism: food, Money, sex, and the rest of life
Additional readings on e-res or provided as handouts

Course requirements:

Attendance, participation, preparation

25%

3 short essays @ 25% each




75%

attendance and academic integrity policies:

Attendance and participation is required at all class sessions. Missed classes will lower your participation grade.

Students are expected to share ideas with each other and to discuss readings and assignments.  Such sharing becomes plagiarism when a student presents as original the work or insights of another (student, published article or book, paper from a previous course, etc.) without proper attribution.  Plagiarism will result in failure of, or dismissal from, the course and the matter will be forwarded to the University Office of Student Life and Leadership for further action.

Calendar

1/8
Introductions: Daily, weekly, monthly, yearly cycles

mitzvot and mindfulness

1/10
Blessings  [rpjl ch. 1,2,5,7, and 9 (to middle of p.178)]

1/15
Shabbat   [dtej  Part 4: “The Rest of Life”]

1/17
Shabbat and other holidays [rpjl ch. 4]
1/22
Tu b’shvat seder (New year of the Trees!)

1/24
Guest speaker: Prof. Alma Garcia

why I choose to be a Jew 


[Waskow, “On the Fringes” on e-res)]
1/28
first essay due by noon

Embodying the world: practices of kashrut

1/29 
food, mystery, and mindfulness [dtej Part 1: food]

1/31  
consuming holiness: eco-kashrut [rpjl ch. 3]


film in class: “a sacred duty”
2/5  
Discussion of readings and film

work and wealth

2/7
[dtej Part 2: “Money”: p. 147-93; 228-39]

At peace in the body: sexuality and the sacred

2/12
TBA

2/14
Separation & connection/Purity & pleasure 

[rpjl ch.10; Rachel’s Daughters, etc. (on e-res)]

2/19
Second essay due  

Visit Temple Emanu-el, meet with Rabbi Dana Magat 

Studying and questioning: Torah as spiritual practice

2/21
love of learning  [rpjl ch. 6]

2/26
Torah Havruta
[Handouts in class]

2/28
making Midrash  [handouts/student work]

3/4
guest speaker ?: TBA

love of Torah and torah study

tikkun olam 

3/6
social justice and repair of the world [TBA]

3/11
Interfaith conversations and cooperation [tba]
3/13
Closings


Third essay due in class

Exploring Judaism

Analytical categories and questions:

Psychosocial

1. what elements of human experience (needs, desires, fears, pleasures, etc.; general and specific) appear to be addressed by/in this practice?  How so?

2. What elements of individual/personal experience might be addressed by/in this practice?  How so?
3. What elements of communal/group experience might be addressed by/in this practice?  How so?
4. How might this practice affect or influence Jewish/non-Jewish relations?  Why?
Anthropological/cultural

1. what might this practice tell us about Jewish culture?  

2. What conception(s) of culture/community/identity does this practice reflect or suggest?  How so?

Comparative
1. To what is this practice comparable in other religions?  How so? How not?

2. To what is this practice comparable in secular society?  How so?  How not?

Theological
1. what conception(s) of the sacred does this practice reflect or suggest?  How so?

2. What conception(s) of the Divine does this practice reflect or suggest?  How so?

Ideological
1. what does this practice appear to do in the world?

2. What could this practice do in the world?

