TESP 45:  INTRODUCTION TO CHRISTIAN ETHICS

Winter 2008

M/W 3:30 – 5:15 PM

Arts & Sciences 134

Instructor:
Dr. Rachel Bundang

Bannan 351



408.554.4035



rbundang@scu.edu
Office hours: Tuesdays, 2-4 pm and by appointment

Description, Method, and Goals:  

What constitutes a good person?  A good society?  A good life?  This course will explore these questions which lie at the heart of Christian ethics and how traditions within the faith have articulated responses to them.  Grounded in biblical and philosophical sources, this Level 2 course offers a sampling of teachings of Christian ethicists in the following areas: 1) politics and public life; 2) economic justice; 3) sexuality; and 4) medicine and science.  It draws upon both Catholic and Protestant thought as tools for reflection and analysis.

This syllabus is a working draft, subject to change as needed over the course of the quarter.

*     *     *

Required Texts:

At Bookstore:

***All students should have a Bible (acceptable translations: Revised Standard Version, New Revised Standard Version, New American Bible, Catholic Study Bible; if you have another translation, please check with the instructor about whether that translation will be acceptable in this class.)

On ANGEL:  

Timothy Backous and William C. Graham, Common Good, Uncommon Questions 

(selections)

James T. Bretzke, SJ, A Morally Complex World (excerpt)

By Little and by Little:  The Selected Writings of Dorothy Day (selections)

William J. Byron, “Ten Building Blocks of Catholic Social Teaching”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, A Testament to Freedom (excerpt)

The Catholic Worker (selections)

Margaret Farley, Just Love (selections)

-----, Personal Commitments (selections)

Daniel Harrington, SJ and James Keenan, SJ, Jesus and Virtue Ethics (selections) 
James F. Keenan, SJ, “The Open Debate:  Moral Theology and the Lives of Gay and 
Lesbian Persons” 

H. Richard Niebuhr, The Responsible Self (excerpt)

The Oxford Handbook of Theological Ethics, eds. Gilbert Meilaender and Willliam 

Werpehowski (selections)

Maura Ryan, “The New Reproductive Technologies: Defying God’s Dominion”

USCCB, “Forming Consciences for Catholic Citizenship”

*     *     *

Requirements:

Class Attendance, Preparation, and Participation: (25 %)

Punctual attendance at all class sessions is required.  Please notify the instructor in case of absence.  Except in cases of serious illness only, students who miss two or more classes can earn no higher than a B for the course.

Preparation means having completed readings and assignments in time for each class, as well as submitting assignments on time.  

Participation includes preparation, selective verbal contributions, attentive listening, and facilitating the participation of others.

Response Journal/Discussion Starters: (20%)

You are to keep a journal of reflections on the readings.  Your entries should be no more than one page, single-spaced per class session.  Engage each day’s readings directly:  

· What ideas are central?  

· What analysis and critique do you have?  

· What questions do the readings raise for you?

· What would you propose for class discussion?  

Bring your journal to class, as you may be asked to use your reflections in sessions.  They may also be collected at any time.
Entries cover the readings from January 9 to March 12.  Date and number each entry.  

Papers: (20%)

In addition to the responses to the readings for each session, there will be two short papers.  Each is due at the beginning of class time on the assigned date. 

1. Moral autobiography (4-5 double-spaced pages, standard fonts and margins; due Wednesday, January 16): This paper’s purpose is to locate your own moral history at the very onset of the course.  This history will provide you with a reference point as the course proceeds.  The paper should address this question:  What are the moral traditions/influences that have most shaped you?  Your answer should name these insofar as you can.  Reflect upon your own notions of goodness, what you value, and how you have come to value them.  Of special importance may be your own participation in specific communities and practices, or the influence such communities have had or not had on you via culture and society. Length: 1000 words (4-5 pages) with standard fonts and margins.
2. Ethics event (4-5 double-spaced pages, standard fonts and margins; due Wednesday, March 12):  Attend one of the listed campus events that raise ethical issues, and write a reflection on the talk or presentation.  As with the journal, consider:  What ideas are central?  What analysis and critique do you have?  What questions does the talk raise for you?  What do you think warrants further discussion?  In addition, put the substance of the talk into conversation with at least one major reading or idea from the course.  (Given the multiple events to choose from, you may also submit this paper at any point in the quarter earlier than the due date.)
Papers are expected to be turned in on the due dates; any extensions must be approved in advance or may result in a lowered grade.

Final Exam:  (35%)  The final exam will be given during final exams week; date TBD.

*     *     *

Class Policies:

1. All students are expected to do their work with the highest standards of academic integrity. Plagiarism or other violations of academic integrity are forbidden by Santa Clara University in general and this course in particular. Please see your Handbook for details of the Santa Clara policy. The consequence of plagiarism is a failing grade for the course.


2. For students with disabilities: To request academic accommodations for a disability, students must contact Disability Resources located in The Drahmann Center in Benson, room 214, (408) 554-4111; TTY (408) 554-5445. Students must provide documentation of a disability to Disability Resources prior to receiving accommodations.

3. Cell phones must be turned off and put away before class. 


4. Please do not bring food to class; beverages, however, are permitted. 


5. Exchange contact information with someone in class, so that you have someone with whom to clarify your notes and questions. 


6. If you must miss class, contact another student to find out what you missed; the professor cannot teach make-up lessons or respond to emails about what was missed on a particular day of class.


7. Again, this syllabus is provisional and subject to revision as needed.  Revisions will be negotiated in class.

*     *     *

Course Schedule

Community events of interest and other external learning opportunities will be posted on the course calendar in ANGEL and announced in class.  

[A] = on ANGEL.  You may read them (and even take notes on them) online, but please print your own copies of the text and bring them to class.

[H] = in-class handout

M 7 Jan:  Introduction
Assignment:
Please register yourself into the ANGEL site for this course by the end of 

this week, and make sure to select the right quarter (Winter 2008); you 

might have past and future versions appearing on the ANGEL home page.  

The PIN for enrollment is ethics.
PART I: Biblical and philosophical sources

W 9 Jan: Fundamental Questions, Basic Terms and Background, and the 

Hermeneutical Circle
Read:

[H] Daniel Harrington, SJ and James Keenan, SJ, Jesus and Virtue Ethics, 

1-25, 35-47



[H] John Rogerson, “The Old Testament and Christian Ethics”
M 14 Jan:  Moral Vision
Read:

Exodus 20:2-17 (the Ten Commandments)

Matthew 5:3-12 (the Beatitudes), 13:44-50 (the Kingdom of God), 22:34-

40 (love of God and of neighbor)

Mark 7:20-23 (sin)



[H] J. Philip Wogaman and Douglas M. Strong, Readings in Christian 

Ethics, 89-100 (selections from Aquinas’ Summa Theologiae)


[H]  J. Philip Wogaman, Christian Ethics, ch. 5

W 16 Jan:  Conscience and Virtue
Read:

[H] Jean Porter, “Virtue”



[H] James F. Keenan, SJ, Moral Wisdom, ch. 2
Due:  

Paper #1:  Moral autobiography—see above

M 21 Jan – MLK holiday
Classes cancelled

PART II: Faith, Politics, and Public Life

W 24 Jan:  Responsibility

Read:

[A] H. Richard Niebuhr, The Responsible Self, ch. 1-3

M 28 Jan:  God vs. Caesar—Whose Authority?
Read:

[A] Dietrich Bonhoeffer, A Testament to Freedom, ch. 6

[A] Harrington & Keenan, ch. 8



Mark 12:13-17 

W 30 Jan:  The Common Good
Listen:

[A] Go to http://www.provokeradio.com/archives.cfm?year=2005 and 

scroll down to the 1/9/05 episode, “The Public Will for the 

Common Good:  Does It Exist?”  You can listen to the program 

online or download it to an mp3 player.

Read:

[A] USCCB, “Forming Consciences for Catholic Citizenship”

PART III:  Economic Justice
M 4 Feb: Justice and Mercy

Skim:

Genesis 1:1 – 4:26



Exodus 1:1 – 15:27



Deuteronomy 5:1-22, 6:1-25, 26:5-10 

Isaiah 1:1-17; 3:1-4:1 and 5:8-25; 10:1-4; 11:1-9; 29:17-24 and 35:1-10; 

58:5-14; 65:17-25



Matthew 5:3-12, 6:2-4, 7:12, 25:31-46 

Luke 3:11-15, 11:37-43, 12:10-34, 16:19-31, 18:18-30, 19:1-10, 20:20-26, 

21:1-3



Acts 2:42-47

Other chapters of Luke and Acts, or at least the introductory notes.

Read:

[A] William J. Byron, “Ten Building Blocks of Catholic Social Teaching”



[A] Harrington and Keenan, ch. 9

W 6 Feb: Voluntary Simplicity and the Discipline of Solidarity
Read:

[A] Tom Cornell, “A Brief Introduction to the Catholic Worker 

Movement”

[A] “The Aims and Means of the Catholic Worker”

[A] “The Works of Mercy”

[A] Dorothy Day, “To Our Readers”

[A] By Little and by Little:  The Selected Writings of Dorothy Day, 

selections TBA

M 11 Feb: Economic Justice, part 3
Film:

Claudia Larson, Dorothy Day:  Don’t Call Me a Saint (2007); details TBA

PART IV:  Sexuality
W 13 Feb:  The Difference a Body Makes

Read:

[A] Margaret Farley, Just Love, 109-118, 133-173, 215-232

M 18 Feb – Presidents’ Day holiday

Classes cancelled

W 20 Feb:  Marriage/Partnership
Read:

[A] Lisa Cahill, Sex, Gender, and Christian Ethics, ch. 6

M 25 Feb:  Homosexuality
Read:

[A] Backous & Graham, ch. 7



[A] James F. Keenan, SJ, “The Open Debate:  Moral Theology and the 

Lives of Gay and Lesbian Persons”

PART V:  Life and Death
W 27 Feb:  Reproductive Issues
Read:

[A] Backous & Graham, ch. 10



[A] Maura Ryan, “The New Reproductive Technologies: Defying God’s 

Dominion”

M 3 Mar:  Right to Life
Read:

[A] Backous & Graham, ch. 14
W 5 Mar:  Eco-Justice
Read:

[A] Backous & Graham, ch. 13
M 10 Mar:  Other big questions
Read:

[A] James T. Bretzke, SJ, A Morally Complex World, ch. 5-6

W 12 Mar:  Other big questions
Read:

[A] Margaret Farley, Personal Commitments, ch. 2, 6-7
Due:

Paper #2:  Critical reflection on ethics event
*     *     *

Ethics Events on Campus
For second short paper

Th 17 Jan:
Leadership Briefings: Global Innovation Dialogue

Paula Gianturco, photographer:  “Women Who Light the Dark”

4:30 – 7 PM, California Mission Room, Benson Center

Global Women's Leadership Network

Leavey School of Business Alumni & External Relations

http://www.scu.edu/business/leadership-briefings/global-innovation-dialogue.cfm 

Th 31 Jan:
Melissa Wright, author:  "Disposable Women & Other Myths of Global 

Capitalism"

3:45 - 5 PM, Sobrato Commons

Refreshments provided

RSVP by Monday, January 28th by email wgst@scu.edu
Th 7 Feb:
Angel Islas, Associate Professor and Director of Biotechnology Program:  

“Frontiers in Biotechnology”

11:45 AM, Williman Room, Benson Center

Center for Science, Technology, and Society

A general discussion of current trends and approaches in biotechnology, and how the biotechnology industry is addressing current social issues. 

Tu 19 Feb:
“The Cheating Culture and America Today”

5:00 PM, Daly 207

Presented by the Markkula Center for Applied Ethics and the Residential Learning Communities. Featuring David Callahan, Author, "The Cheating Culture: Why More Americans Are Doing Wrong to Get Ahead," and Senior Fellow, Demos: A Network for Ideas and Action. Co-sponsored by the Provost's Office, the Office of Faculty Development, the Office of Student Life, and the SCU Academic Integrity Committee. 

Tu 19 Feb:
Frank Brennan SJ, AO - Mixing Law and Morality in 2008

7:30 PM, Williman Room, Benson Center

Ignatian Center for Jesuit Education

 Tu 4 Mar:  
Ethics at Noon:  “Stem Cells: Is the Ethical Controversy Justified by 

Promising Science?” 

12 PM, Wiegand Room

Jan A. Nolta, Professor, University of California, Davis, School of 

Medicine, and Director, Stem Cell Program, UC Davis


Presented by the Markkula Center for Applied Ethics

- 1 -

