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TESP 88:  Hope and Prophetic Politics

Department of Religious Studies, 

Fall, 2009
Instructor:  Dr. Akiba Lerner

ALerner@SCU.edu
408-551-3000—x;4275

Office Hours: Tuesday 1:30-3:30, Kenna 300G

Course Description:  

In this class we will explore how a biblically informed prophetic tradition of hope has long shaped the history of American religious and political thought and has often clashed with an impulse towards empire and the desire to accumulate power. This class will additionally focus on questions like, what is the role of hope in stimulating personal and collective change? What are the intellectual roots that informed President Obama’s appeal to the “audacity of hope” for his campaign? Can other people serve as a sufficient source of hope or, do we need a notion of God, or some other form of transcendence, in order to justify our hopes? Drawing on the writings of Martin Luther King Jr. and Abraham Joshua Heschel, as well as other intellectuals whose lives and works have contributed to the discourse on prophetic hope, we will also focus on how religious hopes can both challenge and complement civic life.

Prerequisites: Religious Studies level 1 course is required.

Assigned Books:

1. Abraham Joshua Heschel, The Prophets (New York: Perennial Classics, 2001).

[ISBN—13 978-0-06-093699-0]

2. Martin Luther King, Jr., A Call to Conscience: The Landmark Speeches of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., ed. Clayborne Carson (New York: Warner Books, 2002).   [ISBN—0-446-67809-0]

3. Martin Luther King, Jr.  Why We Can't Wait (New York: Signet Classic, 2000 [1963]).   [ISBN—978-0-451-52753-0]

4. Martin Luther King, Jr. Strength to Love  (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1981)

[ISBN—0-8006-1441-0]

5. Cornel West, Democracy Matters: Winning the Fight Against Imperialism (New York: Penguin, 2004).   [ISBN—0-14-303583-5]

Course Reader: TBA 

Requirements: 

Class participation [25% of final grade]:  Class time will be structured around a combination of lectures, textual analysis, and class discussion. Students are expected to demonstrate their class participation by completing the assigned readings, by coming to class prepared to discuss the readings, and by engaging in small group exercises in class.  Students will be additionally required to give short presentations on the readings and their research. Students are required to bring the readings assigned to class.

Assignments:

In-class mid-term examination paper [30% of final grade]

Final “Hope Project” report and class presentation. 

[Final Written Report, 12-15 pages, =35% of final grade]

[Class Presentation of Final Report=10% of final grade]

Details will be discussed in class. 

Grading Structure: A=100-95,  A-=94-90,  B+=89-87,  B=86-83,  B-=82-80,  C+=79-77,  C=76-73,  C-=72-70,  D=69-60, F=below 60

Academic Integrity and Classroom Decorum:

We will collectively create a safe and dynamic space in which each student will be expected to share his/her insights into the texts, ideas, and traditions covered, while retaining a respectful openness to the opinions and identity commitments of the other students in the class. Use of electronic devices, other than those used for taking notes, are forbidden. 

Additionally, all integrity and policy standards already laid out in the University bulletin apply. 
(for further see www.scu.edu/studentlife/resources/academicintegrity)

Disability Accommodations:

Students are expected to notify me at the beginning of the course if they need any special accommodations. Please note, to receive academic accommodations for a disability, students must contact Disability Resources located in Benson 216. The phone number is 408-554-4109 or inquiries can be emailed to Robin Cole, Administrative Associate, rcole@scu.edu. Students must register with Disabilities Resources and provide documentation of a disability to Disabilities Resources prior to receiving academic accommodations. For further information on policy and procedures please consult www.scu.edu/advising/learning/disabilities/index.cfm.

Office Hours and E-mails:

I encourage all students to visit me during my office hours. E-mails should be thoughtful and concise. I would rather meet during office hours to discuss topics or issues of more length. Students should feel free to contact me to set up an alternative appointment if they have a serious conflict with my offices hours. 
I: INTRODUCTION: THE DIALECTICS OF HOPE
1. [9/22] President Obama, Spinoza, and the Dialectics of Hope 
Assignment: Hope Quotes and Hope Survey  [explained in class]
2. Assigned Readings: [9/24]

Eric Fromm, “Hope” in The Revolution of Hope (New York: Harper & Row, 1968), 1-25. [Reader]

Recommended:

Baruch Spinoza, Preface to A Theological-Political Treatise. [Course Reader]

Eric Fromm, “The Concept of God” in You Shall Be As Gods: A Radical Interpretation of the Old Testament and its Traditions (New York: Fawcett Premier, 1969), 17-62.  [Reader]

3. Assigned Readings: [9/29]
Cornel West, “Hope” in Prophetic Thought in Postmodern Times (Monroe, Maine: Common Courage Press, 1993), 6. [Reader]

Walter Brueggemann, “Living Toward a Vision” in Hope Within History (Atlanta, Georgia: John Know Press, 1987), 72-91.  [Reader]

David Loy, “The Religion of the Market,” Journal of the American Academy of Religion 65/2 (1997):  275-290.  [Reader]
Recommended:
Gordon Kaufman, “A Religious Interpretation of Emergence: Creativity as God,” Zygon: Journal of Religion & Science 42 (2007):  915-928.

Andrew Shanks, The Other Calling: Theology, Intellectual Vocation and Truth (Oxford: Blackwell, 2007), 131-153; 199-210. [Course Reader]
II:  Messianic Hope and Religion
4. Assigned Readings: [10/1] 

Hermann Cohen, “The Messianic Idea” in Reason and Hope (New York: Norton, 1971), 122-127. [Reader]

Hermann Cohen, “The Social Ideal as Seen by Plato and by the Prophets” in Reason and Hope (New York: Norton, 1971), 66-77.  [Reader]

Recommended:

Heinrich Graetz, “The Stages in the Evolution of the Messianic Belief” (1865) in The Structure of Jewish History and Other Essays (New York: The Jewish Theological Seminary of America, 1975), 151-171.   [Reader]

“Hope Project” Handout: project objectives will be further discussed in class

5. Assigned Readings: [10/6]

Martin Buber, I and Thou (1922)  [W. Kaufmann translation]

[selections: p.53-62, 148-168]  [Reader]
6.Assigned Readings: [10/8]

Martin Buber, essays “Plato and Isaiah”  [located in On The Bible, p.151-159]

“Philosophical and Religious World View,” 
[located in A Believing Humanism,  p. 130-135]  [Reader]
7.Assigned Readings: [10/13]

Mordecai Kaplan, “Hope” in The Future of the American Jew (New York: Macmillan, 1948), 266-274. [Reader]

Emil Fackenheim, “The Commandment To Hope: A Response to Contemporary Jewish Experience,” in The Future of Hope: Essays by Bloch, Fackenheim, Moltman, Metz, Capps.  Edited by Walter Capps, 68-91 [Course Reader]

Recommended:

“Hope—After Auschwitz And Hiroshima?”

Panel Discussion: Emil Fackenheim, Johannes Metz, Jurgen Moltmann, Walter Capps   [located in The Future of Hope: Essays by Bloch, Fackenheim, Moltman, Metz, Capps.  Edited by Walter Capps,  92-101] [Course Reader]

III. Heschel’s Prophetic Politics: FROM GERMANY TO AMERICA

8. Assigned Readings: [10/15]

Heschel, God in Search of Man (New York: Noonday Press, 1991).
Selections: A Way of Thinking, Metaphysics and Meta-History, A Challenge to Philosophy, The Worship of Reason, Ideas and Events, [pp.14-22]; section; There Are No Proofs, [pg.233-4]; sections; Revelation Is Not A Chronological Issue, The Text As It Is, Revelation Is Not A Monologue, The Voice According To Man, Wisdom, Prophecy, And God, The Torah Is In Exile, [pp.257-264]; [Reader]

Heschel, The Prophets (New York: Perennial Classics, 2001) 

Selections:  • Introduction, [pg. xiv-xxix]; • Chap. “What Manner of Man is the Prophet?”, [pp.3-31]; • Chap. “Amos”, sections: Amos and his Contemporaries, God and the Nations, The Anger of the Lord, [pp.32-38] • Chap. “Isaiah,” sections: If You Will Not Believe, You Will Not Abide, Against Alliances, [pp.88-92], A Remnant Will Return [pg.119-20]; • Chap. “Jeremiah,” sections: Complacency and Distress, The Age of Wrath [pp.132-35]; •Chap. “Isaiah,” section: The Suffering Servant [pg.189-192]; • Chap. “Event and Experience,” sections: Inspiration an Event, [pg.551-53]; Here Am I, Here Am I, Anthropotropism and Theotropism, [pp.561-567].

Recommended:  

Books of Amos, Jeremiah, Isaiah located in the Bible.  Recommended edition: The Jerusalem Bible, but other versions are allowed. The Hebrew Bible can also be found on-line at http://www.mechon-mamre.org
9. Assigned Readings: [10/20]

Heschel, The Prophets (New York: Perennial Classics, 2001). 

Selections: • Chap. “History,” sections: The Idolatry of Might, [pp.202-208], For Not By Force Shall Man Prevail, [pp.212-214],  They Shall Not Hurt or Destroy  [pg.234-236]; • Chap. “Chastisement,” sections: The Failure of Freedom, The Suspension of Freedom, [pp.242-45]; • Chap. “Justice,” [read entire chapter, pp.249-281]; • Chap. “The Theology of Pathos,” sections: Man’s Relevance to God, The God of Pathos and the Wholly Other, [pp.291-93], • Chap. “The Meaning and Mystery of Wrath,” section: The Evil of Indifference, [pp.364-65].

Heschel, essay, “Religion in a Free Society” [1958]

Located in The Insecurity Of Freedom:  Essays On Human Existence 

 [Course Reader]
10. Assigned Readings: [10/22]

Heschel, The Prophets (New York: Perennial Classics, 2001).
Selections: • Chap. “Comparisons and Contrasts,” sections: The Self-Sufficiency of God, [pp.299-303], Pathos and Moira, [pp.307-310],• Chap. “The Philosophy of Pathos,” sections: The Repudiation of the Divine Pathos, The Indignity of Passivity, The Disparagement of Emotion, Pathos and Apathy, Apathy in the Moral Theory of the West, Reason and Emotion, Emotion in the Bible, [pp.318-33], The Ontocentric Predicament, [pg.338-342]; • Chap. “Prophecy and Ecstasy,” sections: The Separation of the Soul from the Body, A Divine Seizure, [pg.414-418]; • Chap. An Examination of the Theory of Ecstasy, sections: Deprecation of Consciousness, Beyond Communication,  [pg.458-461], • Chap. “Conclusions” [pg.617-625].

Recommended: Heschel, Prophetic Inspiration After the Prophets: Maimonides and Other Medieval Authorities  (Ktav, 1996)
11. In-Class Mid-Term  [10/27]
IV. THE PROPHETIC VOICE AND HOPES OF MARTIN LUTHER KING
12. Assigned Reading:  [10/29]

M.L. King, essays, “A tough mind and a tender heart,” “On being a good neighbor, Love your enemies,” [all located in Strength to Love (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1982 [1963]

M.L. King, “Pilgrimage to Nonviolence” (1960) in African American Political Thought, vol. 2, Confrontation vs. Compromise:  1945 to the Present, ed. Marcus Pohlmann (New York:  Routledge, 2004), 32-49.  [Course Reader]

Video: Mighty Times:  The Legacy of Rosa Parks 
Recommended:

Walter Rauschenbusch, ”The Historical Roots of Christianity: The Hebrew Prophets,” from Christianity and the Social Crisis (1907), reprinted in Paul Raushenbush, ed., Christianity and the Social Crisis in the 21st Century (2007), [Reader]

Cornel West, “Prophetic Christian as Organic Intellectual: Martin Luther King, Jr.,” in The Cornel West Reader (New York: Basic Civitas Books, 1999 [1986]), 426-434. [Course Reader]

13. Assigned Readings: [11/3]

M.L. King, essays “Shattered Dreams,” “Antidotes for fear” in Strength to Love (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1982 [1963]), 87-96

M.L. King, Why We Can’t Wait (New York: Signet Classic, 2000 [1963]), Recommended that you read the whole book, but be sure to focus on “Letter from Birmingham Jail” (11 April 1963).

 “Principles of Kingian Nonviolence” [Handout].
Video:  M. L. King, “The Other America” (14 April 1967, Stanford University).

Recommended:

James Baldwin, “The Dangerous Road Before Martin Luther King,” Harper’s Magazine (February 1961): 33-42.

Gerald Early, “Martin Luther King and the Reinvention of Christianity in Modern America” in Martyrs (HarperSanFrancisco, 1996), 103-131. [Course Reader]

V:  NONVIOLENCE, VIETNAM, AND THINKING GLOBALLY

14. Assigned Reading:  [11/5]

M. L. King, “Beyond Vietnam” (4 April 1967) in A Call to Conscience, 139-164.

M.L. King, “The World House” in Where Do We Go From Here. Chaos or Community?  Pp. 167-191   (Boston: Beacon Press, 1968)  [Course Reader]

“Conversation with Martin Luther King”  [On the evening of March 25, 1968, ten days before being murdered, King gave an address to the sixty-eighth annual convention of the Rabbinical Assembly. Rabbi Heschel introduced Dr. King to the assembly. The speech is located in A Testament of Hope: The Essential Writings and Speeches of Martin Luther King, Jr.  edited by James Washington   657-679  [Course Reader]

Video [on Selma]:  Never Lose Sight of Freedom (2006).

Recommended:
L.D. Reddick, “The Bus Boycott in Montgomery”(Dissent, 1956) in Reporting Civil Rights, Part One:  American Journalism, 1941-1963 (Library of America, 2003), 252-265. [Course Reader]
15. Assigned Readings:  [11/10]

 A.J. Heschel, “The Reason for My Involvement in the Peace Movement,” “A Prayer for Peace,” [pp.224-232]  “Carl Stern’s Interview with Dr. Heschel” [pp.395-412]  in Moral Grandeur and Spiritual Audacity (New York: Noonday Press, 1996).  [Course Reader]

Heschel, essays “Religion and Race” [1963],  “The White Man on Trail” [1964]

Located in, The Insecurity Of Freedom:  Essays On Human Existence 
 [Reader]

Heschel, “Hope” located in Israel: An Echo Of Eternity 93-5 [Course Reader]

Recommended:
Susanna Heschel, “Theological Affinities in the Writings of Abraham Joshua Heschel and Martin Luther King, Jr.,” in Black Zion, eds. Chireau and Deutsch, 168-186 (2000). [Course Reader]

VI. Prophetic Hope in Postmodern Times

16.Assigned Readings:  [11/12]

Cornel West, Democracy Matters: Winning the Fight Against Imperialism (New York: Penguin Press, 2004).  [Recommended that you read the whole book, but definitely focus on chapters 1. Democracy Matters Are Frightening In Our Time, 2. Nihilism In America,    5. The Crisis Of Christian Identity In America]

Recommended:

Aurora Forum at Stanford University, “An Evening with Cornel West,” video, audio (iTunes), and transcript available at http://auroraforum.stanford.edu/event/democracy-matters .

17.Assigned Readings: [11/17]
Richard Rorty, essays “Truth without Correspondence to Reality” and “Failed Prophecies, Glorious Hopes” in Philosophy and Social Hope (New York: Penguin Books, 1999), pp. 34-46; 201-209. [Course Reader]

18.Assigned Readings:  [11/19]
Mark Pegrum, “Postmodernism: Where We Are and How We Got Here” in Challenging Modernity: Dada Between Modern and Postmodern (New York: Berghahn Books, 2000), pp. 7-32. [Course Reader]

Shane Claiborne, The Irresistible Revolution: Living as an Ordinary Radical (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2006), pp. 17-89. [Course Reader]

VII. Reporting on Hope Projects

  19. Student Presentations  [12/1]

  20. Student Presentations/Summery  [12/3]

Final Writing Projects Due: TBA

Media References:

King Institute, Stanford University 
http://mlk-kpp01.stanford.edu/index.php
http://www.peaceworkmagazine.org/praying-their-feet-remembering-abraham-joshua-heschel-and-martin-luther-king

Heschel PBS interview with Carl Stern

http://speakingoffaith.publicradio.org/programs/heschel/particulars.shtml
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