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TESP 143: THEOLOGY AND ETHICS OF THOMAS AQUINAS 
WINTER QUARTER 2010

SECTION: 54485

INSTRUCTOR: Dr. David DeCosse

CONTACT INFO: 408-554-5715; ddecosse@scu.edu
OFFICE: Arts and Sciences, Room 172 (in the Ethics Center) 
OFFICE HOURS: Wednesday, 10:30-11:30 in Kenna 303 and by appointment. 
PLEASE NOTE THAT REGULAR OFFICE HOURS WILL BE IN KENNA 303, NOT IN MY ETHICS CENTER OFFICE; HOWEVER, I CAN MEET AT OTHER TIMES IN THE ETHICS CENTER.

CLASS DAY/TIME: MWF 9:15 – 10:20 a.m.
CLASSROOM: Kenna 214 
Learning Objectives:

· Identify diverse perspectives and evaluate ethical positions on contemporary questions
· Evaluate and apply insights from the study of religion to open-ended questions facing contemporary society.  

Required Texts:

· Selections from the Summa Theologica by Thomas Aquinas; selections are available at http://www.newadvent.org/summa/ 

Please note: The Summa Theologica is Thomas Aquinas’s massive and great work. We will be reading a small selection of what are called “articles” from the Summa. In particular, we will be reading articles from the two sections of the work that pertain to ethics. These sections are designated by the numbers I-II and II-II. So the corresponding abbreviations read: Summa Theologica I-II and Summa Theologica II-II.
· The Primacy of Love: An Introduction to the Ethics of Thomas Aquinas by Paul Wadell (Wipf and Stock, 1992); available at bookstore

· Occasional reading selections posted on Angel 

Requirements:

· Class Participation: 20% of final grade

· Midterm Exams: There will be two midterms: 40% of final grade
· Final Exam: 40% of final grade
A Note on Class Participation: Discussion in class is a crucial aspect of TESP 159. Hence, students are required to complete all reading before class for which reading is assigned; to consider the reading in light of the “focus question” assigned for each class; and to be prepared to discuss the reading in class. Only two unexcused absences from class permitted without resulting in reduction in grade. Also, texting or similar distractions during classtime will result in a lower class participation grade. Class participation grades will be handed out at the time of each mid-term. Student class participation will be evaluated on the basis of the willingness to speak up; the quality of reasoning in what is said; the demonstrated achievement of being able to express a perspective with which one disagrees; and the respect with which one addresses and listens to one’s peers in this class. Please let me know if you find speaking up in class difficult: I would be happy to work with you on this.
A Note on Exams: Student exams will be evaluated on the basis of accurate description of key points in the reading material; a willingness to argue on behalf of one’s own positions; and the quality of reasoning and writing in the exam responses. The exams will require the explication of key concepts in the ethics of Thomas (eg, the meaning of “virtue”) and arguments in which you apply the ethics of Aquinas to a contemporary problem. The material on the exams will closely follow the specific questions and contemporary problems that we cover and discuss in class.
Academic Integrity: All standards of academic integrity at Santa Clara University will be strictly adhered to. Failure to observe these standards will result in failure of the class.

Disability Accommodation Policy: To request accommodation for a disability, students must contact Disability Resources located in the Drahmann Center in Benson, Room 214 at 554-4111; TTY 554-5445. Students must provide documentation of a disability to Disability Resources prior to receiving accommodation.

Classes: 

January 4:

Introduction: What is Your Purpose in Life?
· How to read an “Article” in the Summa (in-class handout; available on Angel)
· Summa Theologica I-II Question 1, Article 1: “Whether It Belongs to Man to Act for an End?”; please note how this article – and all articles – will be abbreviated so that it reads: ST I-II Q1, A1; this selection from the Summa – and all selections from the Summa – are available online at the URL provided above
· Glossary of Key Terms (in-class handout; available on 
Angel)
January 6: 
The Life of Thomas Aquinas: From Adolescent Challenge to a Life’s Work That “Seems to Me as Straw in Comparison With What I Have Seen” 
· Paul Wadell, The Primacy of Love, pp. 7-21
· Selections from Jean-Pierre Torrell, O.P., Saint Thomas Aquinas: The Person and His Work, pp. 12-17 and 289-95 (in-class handout; available on Angel)
· In-Class Listening: “Pange Lingua,” a hymn written by Thomas

January 8: 

What Is Happiness – I? 
· ST I-II Q1, A1: “Whether It Belongs to Man to Act for an End?” (REVIEW FROM CLASS ON JANUARY 4)
· ST I-II Q1, A2: “Whether It is Proper to the Rational Nature to Act for an End”
· ST I-II Q5, A8: “Whether Every Man Desires Happiness?” 

· Wadell, pp. 21-28 (SKIM) and 29-43
January 11:

What Is Happiness – II?

· ST I-II Q2, A1: “Whether Man’s Happiness Consists in Wealth?”

· ST I-II Q2, A2: “Whether Man’s Happiness Consists in Honors?”

· ST I-II Q2, A3: “Whether Man’s Happiness Consists in Fame or Glory?”

· ST I-II Q2, A4: “Whether Man’s Happiness Consists in Power?” 
· Wadell, pp. 44-53
January 13: 

What Is Happiness – III? 
· ST I-II Q2, A5: “Whether Man’s Happiness Consists in any Bodily Good?” 
· ST I-II Q3, A8: “Whether Man’s Happiness Consists in the Vision of the Divine Essence?”

· Wadell, pp. 53-62

January 15: 

What Is Happiness – IV? 
· Review of Thomas Aquinas on happiness

· “Money Can Buy You Happiness, Say Researchers,” by Chrystia Freeland, Financial Times, April 4, 2008; available at http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/77e26348-0269-11dd-9388-000077b07658.html?nclick_check=1
· “Consumerism, Happiness, and Health,” by Dr. Gregg D. Jacobs; http://www.truestarhealth.com/members/cm_archives10ML3P1A54.html
January 18: 

Martin Luther King, Jr., Day: NO CLASS

January 20: 

Human Action I: Thomas on Freedom of the Will
· ST I-II Q6, A1: “Whether There is Anything Voluntary in Human Acts?” 
· ST I-II Q6, A2: “Whether There is Anything Voluntary in Irrational Animals?”
· Selection from “Free Will” in the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy; please read ONLY from the start of the article to “Ownership” AND from the section called “Theological Wrinkles” to the end; available at http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/freewill/
January 22:

Human Action II: Neuroscience and Freedom of the Will
· Review ST I-II Q6, A1 and A2 (from January 20 class)
· Selection from “For the Law, Neuroscience Changes Nothing and Everything,” by Joshua Greene and Jonathan Cohen, The Royal Society, 2004; please read ONLY the sections of the paper called “Introduction,” “Two Theories of Punishment,” “Free Will, Responsibility and Consequentialism,” and “Conclusion”; available at http://www.csbmb.princeton.edu/ncc/PDFs/Moral%20Reasoning/Greene%20&%20Cohen%20(Phil%20Trans%2004).pdf
January 25: 

Human Action III: Good and Evil in Human Acts 

· ST I-II Q18, A1: “Whether Every Human Action is Good, or Are There Evil Actions?” 
· ST I-II Q18, A2: “Whether the Good or Evil of a Man’s Action is Derived From Its Object?”

· ST I-II Q18, A3: “Whether Man’s Action is Good or Evil From a Circumstance?”

· ST I-II Q18, A4: “Whether a Human Action is Good or Evil From Its End?”

January 27: 

Human Action IV: “Intrinsic Evil and Political Responsibility”
· Review the reading from the Summa from the previous class   
· “Intrinsic Evil and Political Responsibility,” by M. Cathleen Kaveny, America, October 27, 2008; available on Angel
January 29:

MIDTERM #1
February 1: 

Are the Emotions Moral?

· ST I-II Q24, A1: “Whether Moral Good and Evil Can Be Found in the Passions of the Soul?”
· Wadell, pp. 79-82 AND 94-98
· “Where the Wild Things Are,” David Brooks, October 20, 2009, The New York Times; available at http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/20/opinion/20brooks.html?scp=1&sq=david%20brooks%20where%20the%20wild%20things%20are&st=cse


February 3:

The Moral Value of Joy, Sadness, Hope, and Fear

· ST I-II, Q23, A1: “Whether the Passions of the Concupiscible Part Are Different from Those of the Irascible Part?”
· ST I-II, Q25, A4: “Whether These Are the Four Principal Passions – Joy, Sadness, Hope, and Fear?”
· Wadell, pp. 98-105
February 5:

Everything is Moved by Love

· ST I-II Q26, A1: “Whether Love is in the Concupiscible Power?”
· ST I-II Q26, A2: “Whether Love is a Passion?”
· ST I-II Q26, A3: “Whether Love is the Same as Dilection?”
· Wadell, pp. 79-89
February 8:

Virtue Suitably Defined

· ST I-II Q55, A1: “Whether Human Virtue is a Habit?”
· ST I-II Q55, A4: “Whether Virtue is Suitably Defined?”
· ST I-II Q64, A1: “Whether Moral Virtues Observe the Mean?”
· Wadell, pp. 106-15
February 10:

The Moral Virtues Distinguished
· ST I-II Q58, A1: “Whether Every Virtue is a Moral Virtue?”

· ST I-II Q58, A5: “Whether There Can Be Intellectual Without Moral Virtue?”

· ST I-II Q61, A2: “Whether There Are Four Cardinal Virtues?” 
· Wadell, pp. 116-24
February 12:

Charity I
· ST I-II Q62, A1: “Whether There Are Any Theological Virtues?”
· ST II-II Q23, A1: “Whether Charity is Friendship?”
· Wadell, pp. 89-93
February 15: 

Presidents’ Day: NO CLASS

February 17:

Charity II
· ST II-II Q23, A2: “Whether Charity is Something Created in the Soul?”
February 19:

Charity III / Review of the Emotions and Virtues

· ST I-II Q65, A2: “Whether Moral Virtues Can Be Without Charity?”

· Review key points from classes since February 1
February 22: 

Thomas Aquinas and Natural Law

· ST I-II Q91, A2: “Whether There is in us a Natural Law?”
· ST I-II Q94, A2: “Whether the Natural Law Contains Several Precepts, or One Only?”
· Selection from “The Natural Law Tradition in Ethics” in the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy; please read ONLY from the start of the article to the section titled “Paradigmatic and nonparadigmatic natural law theories”; available at http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/natural-law-ethics/
February 24:

Natural Law and the Meaning of “Nature”
· Review of class on February 22
· Selection from “Considerations Regarding Proposals to Give Legal Recognition to Unions Between Homosexual Persons” by the Vatican’s Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith; available at http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20030731_homosexual-unions_en.html
· Selections on “Naturalness” and “Nature” from Life, Sex, and Ideas: The Good Life Without God by A. C. Grayling; available on Angel
February 26:

MIDTERM #2

March 1:

Justice and Property I

· ST II-II Q57, A1: “Whether Right is the Object of Justice?”
· ST II-II Q57, A2: “Whether Right is Fittingly Divided into Natural Right and Positive Right?”
· Selection from Justice: What’s the Right Thing to Do? by Michael J. Sandel (2009): pp. 3-21; available on Angel 
March 3:

Justice and Property II

· ST II-II Q66, A1: “Whether It is Natural for Man to Possess External Things?”
· Selection from Lynn White, “The Historical Roots of Our Ecological Crisis”; available on Angel
March 5:

Justice and Property III

· ST II-II Q66, A2: “Whether It is Lawful for a Man to Possess a Thing as his Own?”
· Selection from Sandel, pp. 58-70; available on Angel 
March 8:

Justice and Property IV

· ST II-II Q66, A7: “Whether It is Lawful to Steal Through Stress of Need?”
· In-class viewing of selection from Spike Lee’s “When the Levees Break” 
March 10:

Justice and Property V

· In-class presentations of tentative arguments on justice and property for final
March 12:

Conclusion

March 17:

FINAL EXAM
