TESP 125 Belief and Unbelief:  Solidarity

Spring 2008

M/W, 3:30-5:15 p.m., CASA 3

Philip Boo Riley 

Religious Studies Annex, #1 (553 Franklin St—across from SCU main entrance) 

(408-554-2199; priley@scu.edu)

Office Hours Monday/Wednesday, 10:30-12:00; Tuesday, 1:30-3:30

Major Readings

Albert Camus,

The Stranger
The Plague

“The Myth of Sisyphus” (essay; available online) 

“Neither Executioners nor Victims” (collection of essays; available online)

Sigmund Freud, 
Future of An Illusion

Thich Nhat Hanh 
Living Buddha, Living Christ
P. Hans Kolvenbach
"The Service of Faith and the Promotion of Justice in American Jesuit Higher Education" (2000)
Background, Description and Objectives

Several years ago the Religious Studies Department at SCU decided that courses fulfilling the third Core requirement in religious studies should: 

…[1] model on-going intellectual engagement with difficult questions and issues involving religion…[2] be organized around problems, issues, or controversies that require students to explore and assess multiple positions and then make intellectually defensible, integrative, and nuanced decisions…and [3] [give] students the opportunity to bring together their core and disciplinary knowledge, their acquired analytic skills, the intellectual challenge of current issues, and the “meta-questions” that will invoke ethical and ontological concerns.

This course is designed to meet these three interconnected objectives by spending the quarter with a question: Does action on behalf of others require grounding or a foundation in some sort of belief?  

“action on behalf of others”: here we focus on the “standard” for Jesuit education proposed by Peter Hans Kolvenbach, S.J. in an address at Santa Clara in 2000: "to educate the whole person of solidarity for the real world.”  The ideas, questions and concerns with which he developed this standard—human suffering, spirituality inequity and injustice,  globalization and economics, virtue, oppression, rights, the promise of liberation through Christ, preferential option for the poor, etc.—indicate Kolvenbach’s intention was to challenge University communities intellectually, morally, and personally.  What does this look like?
“grounding or a foundation”: here we use Kolvenbach’s standard as a heuristic lens to study four ways of thinking that can ground thinking about how people ought to live together—the belief progress that comes out of enlightenment rationality, Catholic reflections on El Salvador, Camus’ meditations on the Absurd and on Rebellion, and Thich Nhat Hanh’s Buddhist call to transform suffering through compassion.  Reading materials tied to these beliefs should also give us a richer and more critical understanding of Kolvenbach’s solidarity standard. 
“in some sort of belief”:  here we regard arguments by individuals who have determined that solidarity with others is a key to a fully human and authentic life?  Beliefs, we’ll assume at least at the beginning of the course, are decisions that people make.  They are simultaneously particular and universal: particular because  beliefs are forged in concrete, immediate, personal, local, etc. situations in which individuals act; and universal because individuals make those decisions with reference to narratives, principles, worldviews, etc. that are regarded as binding across the particularities that separate one person from another.  In varying ways the authors we read locate solidarity in the tension between the particular and the universal (and parallel tensions, e.g. what is and what ought to be, the local and the global, what one can do and what one aspires to do).  Some find in religion’s claims to the transcendent sustenance for living in this tension and/or an appropriate corrective to absolutist projects that evade or betray the tension; others turn to frameworks beyond those of traditional religions for sustenance and correctives.  For the purposes of this course, all these efforts are beliefs.
By the end of this course we will be able to explain what Kolvenbach intends by solidarity with reference to other thinkers, and to illustrate how a life of solidarity along those lines may play out in particular instances around the globe. 

Requirements and Grade Weighting
Descriptions of the following are included in the Schedule, and additional explanations have been posted in the Syllabus folder on Angel. The “tasks” and course project are the means by which students develop and demonstrate their understanding of the material.  Some details are provided in the Schedule below; fuller explanations are provided in documents in the Syllabus folder on Angel. All students should read and review regularly a document posted on Angel in the Syllabus folder, “Thinking and Writing.”  Unless otherwise noted, students should plan on submitting both a hard and soft copy of their work at the instructor’s office
	Tasks (4)
	50%

	Course Research Project (1)
	40%

	Class Engagement
	10%


Angel Course Management System 

This course utilizes the University’s course management system, Angel, for announcements, readings, class preparation notes and some discussions. Students are responsible for logging onto Angel regularly.  Angel can be difficult, and at times it is down or running slow, but it is not the abyss.  
Academic Integrity Expectations

We should conduct ourselves in accordance with the academic integrity standards and policies articulated in the University Bulletin ; failure to do so will result in actions outlined in the University’s policies (www.scu.edu/studentlife/resources/academicintegrity).
Disability Accommodations

To request academic accommodations for a disability, students must contact Disability Resources located in The Drahmann Center in Benson, room 214, (408) 554-4111: TTY (408) 554-5445.  Students must register with Disabilities Resources and provide documentation of a disability prior to receiving academic accommodations.  I will be happy to meet with students to discuss this process, but we should do so within the first week of the quarter.

Office Hours

Students are encouraged to visit during regularly scheduled office hours noted at the top of this page to discuss ideas, questions, assignments, etc.  Food is sometimes available, and groups are welcomed.  

Schedule of Readings and Assignments
This schedule is subject to change; should that happen, students will be notified via Angel and/or in class, and a revised schedule will be posted on Angel.  Students should complete the readings for the day as indicated below; for the assignments, students should submit them in both hard and soft copy on the date specified at—unless otherwise specified—the instructor’s office on campus.  More extensive explanations of the assignments are posted on Angel in the Syllabus folder. 
We will connect (specific days are marked with*) our reflections on solidarity in this class, “Belief and Unbelief,” to the reflections on the transformation of human suffering in a class taught by Prof. Sarita Tamayo Moraga in a class on “Mysticism in Action.”
	ONE

3/31-4/2
	Introductions

	M
	No class meeting (Instructor at a conference).  Students should complete tasks outlined in e-mail and Angel announcement for Wednesday

	W


	· Course logistics (Angel), Overview (focus on solidarity, requirements, organization around belief)  

· Architects of Peace Exhibit

· Samples of student work for the course final project 

· Sigmund Freud, Future of an Illusion (preliminary)


	TWO

4/7-4/9
	Enlightenment Rationality, Social Contract and Progress (Belief 1)


	M
	· Future, 1-4

	W
	· Future, 5-7

· Kant, “What is Enlightenment? (Angel)


	THREE

4/14-4/16
	Enlightenment Rationality, Social Contract and Progress



	M
	· Future 8-10
· Martin Luther King, “I Have a Dream” Speech (video [at least] and text on a site you find credible or interesting)

	W
	· DISCUSSION FORUM,  Does progress seems like such a good idea/ideal (Angel)

· Martin Luther King, “I Have a Dream” Speech 

· Riley, Solidarity as a Heuristic: excerpts from Kolvenbach, et al

	W-F
	Task 1: Understanding Enlightenment Rationality, Social Contract and Progress (10 pts; no group)

Quiz on Freud, Kant and MLK 
Part 1: on line (5:30 P.M., WEDS TO 5:30 P.M. THURS) (terms, short answers, text identifications) 
Part 2: take home essay: Do Kant and Freud think social contract requires a belief in progress? (300-400 words; due at instructor’s office FRIDAY, 12 NOON)


	FOUR

4/21-4/23
	Absurd and Social Contract: Camus The Stranger (Belief 2a)

	M
	· Camus, The Stranger (all)

	W
	· Camus, The Stranger, cont.

· Camus, “The Myth of Sisyphus” (Angel)

	
	Course Project: Installment 1, Brainstorming

	F
	Task 2: Reflection on Camus (10 pts; group and individual)

Part 1: Team Component: 1 Annotated bibliography related to Camus critique of religion, and a 250 word analysis of 1 Camus-related “Open Source” site where TESP students could post reflections on Camus and solidarity and potentially obtain feedback.

Part 2: Individual Component: Reflection Essay (400-500 words): According to Camus, Sisyphus transforms his punishment into happiness; does Meursault accomplish the same at the end of Part 2 ofThe Stranger?


	FIVE

4/28-4/30
	Kolvenbach’s “Educate the whole person of solidarity for the real world.": focus on El Salvador and Christian views of human suffering (Belief 3)

	M
	· Peter Hans Kolvenbach, "The Service of Faith and the Promotion of Justice in American Jesuit Higher Education" (2000) (www.scu.edu/ignatiancenter/bannan/eventsandconferences/justiceconference/nationalconference/kolvenbach.cfm

	W*
	· Local Religion Project, “El Salvador Martyrs Memorial at SCU” (Angel)

· Kevin Burke, S.J., “Remembering Oscar Romero” (Angel)

· Archbishop Oscar Romero, select sermons from Violence of Love,  tbd (Angel; whole text available www.plough.com/ebooks/ViolenceOfLove.html)
· Thomas Keating, “Transformation of Suffering: Reflections on September 11,” selections (Angel; full text available through (www.centeringprayer.com/trans/index.htm)
· Pope John Paul 2, “Apostolic Letter on the Power of Salvific Suffering,” selections (Angel; full text available through www.vatican.va) 

	
	Joint Class Meeting w/ Mysticism and Suffering (Location CASA ( Mission Church): Can suffering be redemptive?  Why public memorials?  Why El Salvador memorials at SCU?

	F
	Course Project: Installment 2, Organization Selection, Approach and Questions 


	SIX

5/5-5/7
	Rebellion and Social Contract: Camus, The Plague (1st take) (Belief 2b)

	M
	· The Plague, 1 and part of 2 (1-99)

	W
	· The Plague, 2, 3 and part of 4 (100-185)
· Camus, “Neither Victims nor Executioners,” tbd (Angel)

	F
	Task 3: Suffering and Solidarity (10 pts; group and individual)

Part 1: Team Component: Multimedia presentation (at least images and text) on, What is the connection between Solidarity and suffering in Kolvenbach’s essay, with illustrations from the El Salvador related readings (especially Burke)
Part 2: Individual: Reflection Essay (400-500 words): In his arguments with Paneloux in The Plague, Dr. Rieux seems to object to the priest’s conviction that for a Christian suffering is redemptive; does Rieux’s objection also apply to Kolvenbach’s approach to solidarity and suffering in his essay?


	SEVEN

5/12-5/14
	Buddhist Communities of Practice and Solidarity (Belief 4)

	M*
	· TNH, Living Buddha, Living Christ, Foreword, Chs. 1-4 (skip Introduction)

	
	Joint Class Meeting w/ Mysticism and Suffering to view, “Paradise Now” documentary (Location CASA or tbd)

	W*
	· TNH, “What Would I say to Ossama bin Laden?,” October 2001 interview (text on Angel, with comments)

· TNH, Chs. 5-7
Joint Class Meeting w/ Mysticism and Suffering to discuss “Paradise Now” documentary (Location CASA or tbd)

	F
	Course Project: Installment 3, Rough Outline of Main Course Project Components 


	EIGHT

5/19-5/21
	Buddhist Communities of Practice and Solidarity
Rebellion and Solidarity: Camus, The Plague (2nd take)

	M
	TNH, chs. 8-10

	W
	· The Plague, the remainder of 4 (189-234)

· T. Michael McNulty, “Siding with the Victims,” (Center of Concern) (Angel)

	F
	Task 4: Victims and Executioners (10 pts; group and individual)

Part 1: Team Component: Multimedia presentation (at least images and text) on, Interpreting Camus’ The Plague from the Perspective of a Buddhist: if the plague represents terrorism, do the stance and action of Camus’ character Jean Tarrou in The Plague align with how TNH as a Buddhist would respond?
Part 2: Individual : Annotated Bibliography (400-500 words): 2 entries on human suffering  in Camus’ work at the time he wrote The Plague.


	NINE

5/26-5/28
	Rebellion and Solidarity: Camus, The Plague (2nd take)

	M
	No Class, Memorial Day Holiday

	W
	· The Plague, 4 and 5 (234-308)

· Camus, Neither Victims nor Executioners,” tbd (Angel)

	
	Deadline to request optional Week 11 Task 5 assignment


	TEN

6/2-6/4
	Conclusions

	M
	· Dean Brackley, “Higher Standards for Higher Education: the Christian University and Solidarity,” University of Central America, El Salvador, 1999 (Angel)

· Camus, “Neither Victims nor Executioners,” tbd (Angel)

	W
	Course Project: Installment 4, “Poster” Presentation (in class) 


	ELEVEN

6/9-6/13
	Final Exam Week



	6/13, W
1:30 p.m.
	Course Project: Installment 5, Final Submission (instructor’s office)

	
	Task 5 (optional): if arranged with instructor by the end of week 9


