Santa Clara University

Religious Studies Department

RSOC 123 R

Religions@Silicon Valley

Spring 2006

M/W 7:00-8:45
	Instructor:
	Dr. Philip Boo Riley

	Office:
	West Wing Trailer Park, 124B

	Office Hours:
	Monday/Wednesday, 3:30-4:15, Thursdays, 1-2:00 and by appointment

	Contact:
	408-554-2199; priley@scu.edu


Course Description
This course title shamelessly imitates the title of a book by a San Jose State anthropologist, J.A. English-Leuk, Cultures@SilconValley (2002).  The course is similar to her book on two points: like her, we take the local region as a “bellwether” of what is happening nationally and even globally; and just as she worked out of her department’s Silicon Valley Cultures Project for resources and methods, we will draw upon our department’s Local Religion Project (LRP).  But our focus is different: we are going to study a subset of the culture of the Valley, religion.

Our goal is to understand how representatives of four religious traditions or movements understand themselves in the context of the Valley’s diverse religious landscape.  We ground our inquiry on scholarship on some facet of their tradition/movement in America, and use site visits, guest lectures, on campus programs and student field research to understand how they play out locally.

We begin with Christianity, using a recent study by sociologist Robert Wuthnow (Center for the Study of Religion at Princeton), and examine his argument and data about the strategies by which Christians in America are and are not negotiating religious diversity, one of the features of this Valley.  We then move to an overview of Buddhism in America, and focus in particular on how by immigration and other dynamics this tradition is being transformed here in America, something for which we have an abundance of examples locally.  We use a study by two British scholars which explores the extent to which congregational religious life is being displaced by alternative spirituality, and try to see if that trend is a feature of the local region.  We close with Islam, and will draw on recent studies that focus on Islam in the public square to understand the experience and positions of Muslim communities and organizations in the Valley.
Texts 

Paul Heelas and Linda Woodhead, The Spiritual Revolution: Why Religion is Giving Way to Spirituality. (2004)

Richard Seager, Buddhism in America (Columbia Contemporary Religion Series) (2000)
Philippa Strum and Danielle Tarantolo, eds., Muslims in the United States: Demography, Beliefs, Institutions (July 2003 conference proceedings), on-line
Robert Wuthnow, America and the Challenges of Religious Diversity  (2005)
Requirements

Students are required to 

· Attend all seminar sessions and scheduled site visits, including the few that fall outside class times, and engage in discussions (Seminar and visit attendance and contributions--10%)
· Complete 3 short (5 pages) assigned essays based on course readings and local interaction. Students may opt to work in teams of 2-3 on a web-based presentation for up to two of the essays. N.b. the tight schedule; you should brainstorm, outline and draft these essays as you complete readings, prepare for seminars, and attend site visits or campus programs (Class Essays--35%)
· Complete an annotated bibliography/review essay (5 pages) on the equivalent of 2 articles or book chapters and one web site related to Islam in America as a resource for interactions with local communities (Islam in America Scholarship Essay--10%)
· Working in teams of 2 or 3, students will prepare a seminar between the 3rd and 8th week of the quarter along these lines: distribute discussion starters (questions, critiques, interpretations) the morning of your assigned seminar, lead the  discussion for the seminar, and provide a summative evaluation (See schedule) (Seminar leadership-10%)
· Complete a research essay on a local congregation or organization related to the faith traditions or movements we have studied in class that draws on 1) LRP field research, traditional library research, and 3) this course’s approach to local religion.  A proposal will be due the 5th week of the quarter.  (LRP Research --35%)

· In lieu of a final exam, students will read one another’s LRP field research overviews and as a class develop preliminary research questions for each site (Final Workshop--not graded)

Outcomes

The Religious Studies Department (http://www-relg-studies.scu.edu) describes part of the outcomes for its 3rd level courses as follows:

Courses at this level challenge students to develop the intellectual tools necessary for leadership in a world of diverse religious movements and for complex moral decision-making in that world...

By the end of the quarter students will have met this outcome in the following ways:

· understand and write about LRP’s approach to the study of religion;

· engage individuals in local congregations and organizations in conversation about their communities in the local context;

· read and understand recent scholarship on American religion by religious studies scholars.

Prerequisites

To enroll in this class students must have completed an intermediate level religious studies course (SCTR 20-99; TESP 20-99; RSOC 20-99) and/or be enrolled as a Religious Studies major, minor, or Honors student.  

Disability Accommodation Policy:

To request academic accommodations for a disability, students should work through Disability Resources, Drahmann Center in Benson, room 214, (408) 554-4111; TTY (408) 554-5445.  

Angel Course Management System

If they have not already done so, students should log onto Angel, the University’s course management system and use the “Course Search” function to “register” for this class (pin: LRP).  Angel will be used throughout the quarter to post materials, receive student work, make announcements, etc.  

Beyond the Classroom/Class time: off campus site visits, off campus programs, and on campus LRP programs 
Nearly ½ of this class is spent in the field, meeting with individuals in local communities or attending campus programs where local religious leaders present.  Much of this will be scheduled during our class time, but there are notable exceptions.  On the first night of class we will go through the schedule and make sure all of us can commit to the exceptions that have tentatively been scheduled.  
Expectations

Seminars are designed for learning through conversation.  Each of us should therefore work to construct a class atmosphere that supports conversation.  Little things help—e.g. let’s come to class on time, complete the readings when they are assigned, try not to fall sleep (especially when talking), etc.  Higher order skills help as well--listen to one another with an open mind, challenge one another with respect, think about issues the readings and discussions raise throughout the quarter, work past generalizations to specific ideas that advance inquiry and conversation, support ideas with evidence from texts or the field, etc.   We should all conduct ourselves in accordance with the academic integrity standards and policies articulated in the University Bulletin. 

Students are encouraged to discuss questions or concerns that arise about these expectations with me at any point during the quarter. 

Schedule

April 
3 (M)

Introductions; Course objectives, design, and logistics; Approach to Islam; Schedule Issues (Dinner, Commitments Beyond the Classroom/class time; Buddhism, Spirituality, and Islam site visits); Final Exam date/time)
Reading: n/a
Christianity and religious diversity in America and the Valley
April 
5 (W)


Reading: Wuthnow, Preface, Introduction, Chapters 1-2 (ix-74)
Pluralism Project, Harvard University, “About”—Mission, History (http://www.pluralism.org/about/index.php)

Interfaith Space, Silicon Valley, “About,” Events (scroll), “Notes”—“Syncretism” posting; Links (skim)  (http://www.interfaithspace.org/)
April 
10 (M)

Reading: Wuthnow, chs. 3, 4, 5, 6  (75-158); Riley, “Interreligious Encounter and the Local Religion Project,” Explore, Spring 2005, (in conjunction with Rebecca Schlatter, Campus Minister, discussion on campus experiences) (http://www.scu.edu/ignatiancenter/bannan/publications/explore/spring05/index.cfm)
April 
12 (W)

Off campus site visit: The River Church Community, Curtis Chang (Teaching Pastor) (www.the-river.org/) 

Reading: Wuthnow, chs 7, 8; River Church Community student profiles and instructor handout (Angel)
California Spirituality and the Valley
April 
17 (M)

Tentative (See 4/22): Class canceled; no reading assignment

April 
19 (W)

In-class Guest, Diana Gibson, Co-executive director, Santa Clara County of Churches (www.councilofchurches-scc.org/) and Multifaith Voices for Peace and Justice (http://multifaithpeace.org)

Reading: Wuthnow, 9, 10; Heelas, Preface, Introduction; Multifaith Voices instructor handout (Angel) 
April
21 (F)

Essay on Christianity and religious diversity in America and the Valley due
April
22 (Saturday, 9-5:00)

Tentative: Off campus program: Carry the Vision Conference (www.carrythevision.net)
April 
24 (M)

Readings: Heelas, chs. 1, 2, 3, Appendices; “Spirituality in Higher Education: A National Study of Students’ Search for Meaning and Purpose,” 2005 Report, Executive Summary (http://spirituality.ucla.edu/spirituality/reports/FINAL%20EXEC%20SUMMARY.pdf )
April
25 (T)

Off Campus Program Opportunity: Annual Holocaust Remembrance Ceremony: “After Liberation: the Struggle to Survive and Rebuild” County Government Center, 70 West Hedding, San Jose, 3:45-5:00 p.m., (Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors and local groups sponsoring) (www.jewishsiliconvalley.org/datebook.html)

April 
26 (W)

Off Campus Site Visit: Rev. Sundari Jensen, Associate Minister, Center for Spiritual Enlightenment (www.csecenter.org)
Readings: Heelas, Ch. 4, 5; Erik Davis, “Introduction;” The Visionary State: A Journey Through California’s Spiritual Landscape (www.visionarystate.com); Center for Spirituality student overview and instructor handout (Angel)
May 
1 (M)

LRP On Campus Program, 7:00-8:00 p.m.: Chris Lowney, “A Vanished World: Medieval Spain’s Golden Age of Enlightenment” (www.chrislowney.com/vanished/reviews.htm)
Readings: TBD

May
3 (W)

No Class; Conferences (during class time and select slots, Thursday-Friday)
Research Proposal Due 
May 
6 (Saturday)

Off Campus Program Opportunity: Vesak (Birth of Buddha) Celebration. Lieu Quan Buddhist Cultural Center (www.lieuquan.org)

May
8 (M)

LRP Campus Program, “Hold Your Breath” panel and screening with Director, California Mission Room, 5:30-7:30 p.m. (http://scbe.stanford.edu/research/programs/film/hyp_onesheet.pdf)
Reading: Paul D. Numrich, “From Diversity to Pluralism: Is it a Requirement?,” review of recent publications, including Diana Eck’s A New Religious America and On Common Ground, The Park Ridge Center for Health, Faith and Ethics (http://www.parkridgecenter.org/Page1546.html); Paul D. Numrich, “Up Front: Health Care and the New Immigration” (http://www.parkridgecenter.org/Page453.html); 
TBD (on Afghan community in Fremont) 
May
10 (W)

Off Campus Site Visit: Ananda Sangha, Church of Self-Realization (www.anandapaloalto.org)
Readings: New Religious Movements Homepage: Ananda Church of Self Realization (and select links tbd) http://religiousmovements.lib.virginia.edu/nrms/ananda_ch_selfreal.html; Barbara Wang Tolentino, TBD, student overview and instructor handout (Angel)
Off Campus Program Opportunity: National Workshop on Christian Unity, May 8-11, 2006, Fairmont Hotel, San Jose: Wednesday 10:30-11:45 am: “Presbyterian Jewish Dialogue re: Divestment (Rabbi Melanie Aaron, Rev. Ben Daniel, Dr. Bart Charlow) (url to do)
May 
11 (Th)

Off Campus Program Opportunity: National Workshop on Christian Unity, May 8-11, 2006, Fairmont Hotel, San Jose: Thursday, 9:30-10:45 “Interreligious Dialogue” (Rabbi Dana Magat, Rev. G. Sakamoto [Buddhist], Maha El Ganaidi [Muslim], Rev. Joe Pedigo, Rev. Andrew Kille, Rev. Richard Roe) (url to do)

May 
12 (F)
Essay on The Spirituality Revolution in the Valley due
Buddhism in America and the Valley
May 
14 (Sunday)

Off Campus Program Opportunity: Vesak (Birth of Buddha) Celebration. Chung Tai Zen Center (www.ctzen.org)

May
15 (M)

Readings: Seager, Introduction and Part One (chs. 1-4), ix-xviii; 1-47; A related perspective on Buddhism in America, TBD

May
17 (W)

Off Campus Site Visit: SGI-USA (Soka Gakkai) (www.sgi-siliconvalley.org)
Readings: Seager, Part Two, chs 5, 6 (51-112) ; a related reading on Soka Gakkai, TBD

May
22 (M)

Readings: Seager, Part Two, Ch. 8 (113-135); Part Three, chs. 11, 12, 13 (185-231)
May
24 (W)

Off Campus Site Visit: Lieu Quan Buddhist Cultural Center (www.lieuquan.org) Chua Duc Vien
Readings: Seager, Part Two, chs. 9, 10 (136-181), Part 3, ch. 14 (232-248)
May
26 (F)

Essay on Buddhism in America and the Valley due
Islam in America and the Valley
May
29 (M)

No Class (Academic and Administrative Holiday—Memorial Day)

May
31 (W)

Readings: Yvonne Yazbeck-Haddad and John L. Esposito, “The Dynamics of Islamic Identity in North America,” Muslims on the Americanization Path? (Oxford, 2000) http://arabworld.nitle.org/texts.php?module_id=9&reading_id=71&print=1; The Islam Project, selections tbd  (http://www.theislamproject.org/)
Off Campus Site Visit: TBD

June 
1 (Thursday)

LRP Campus Program, “Meditation and Buddhist-Christian Dialogue: Reflections on the SCU Pilot for the Comparative Contemplative Practices Study” with Rev. Kevin Joyce, SpiritSite (www.spiritsite.org) and Venerable Jian-Hu, Chung Tai Zen Center (http://ctzen.org/sunnyvale/)

June 
4 (Sunday)

Off Campus Program Opportunity: 9:00 a.m.-noon, Workshop: Buddhism in the Movies—What the Bleep Do We Know? (requires pre-registration).  Chung Tai Zen Center (www.ctzen.org)

June
5 (M)

Readings: American Muslim Poll 2004: “Muslims in the American Public Square: Shifting Political Winds and Fallout from 9/11, Afghanistan and Iraq,”  (Project Maps: Muslims in the American Public Square, and Zogby International) (www.projectmaps.com); “Islam and the West” ch. 5 (SF) show (hosted by Dana King and Ken Bastida), aired 3/24/06 (http://cbs5.com/video/?id=12013@kpix.dayport.com)
Off Campus Site Visit: TBD

June
7 (W)

Readings: Muslims in the United States, selections tbd
Off Campus Site Visit: TBD
June
9 (F)
Islam in America Scholarship Essay due
Research Discussions
June
12-15

We are a “non-standard time” class and are expected to hold a 3 hour exam during either our regularly scheduled class time or some time after 4:30 p.m. on a day during finals week.  “The day of the exam should be determined by mutual consensus of all the class members but may not be schedule later than the last regular examination day.” (SCU Spring 2006 Undergraduate Schedule of Classes, p. 29)  To be settled on opening night.
-

