Mormons
Group 2 Research

Tradition: Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints

Site: The Oakland Temple

Address: 4766 Lincoln Ave, Oakland, CA 94602

Phone: 510-531-1475

Website: www.mormon.org
Contact: Richard G. Grant, Director of Public Affairs (San Jose)


rggrant@jps.net 408-268-5724

Membership Size: 350-600 people in each congregation



      5-8 Congregations in each stake



      2000 Stakes worldwide in over 160 different countries

Demographics: Mostly white Caucasian in United States states.  Mormonism is increasing drastically in South America and in many countries in Africa.  In 3-5 years Spanish will be the predominant language spoken by the members.

Oakland site was founded on May 16, 1962
Site was dedicated by David O. McKay

Current Religious Leader of Oakland Temple: President Darwin B. Christenson
Leadership Structure: (Elena Ebrahimian)

The LDS Church has a hierarchical structure whose office members are “called” by a higher authority to serve their designated position.

President and Prophet:

The leader of the Church is called President and he is revered by church members as Prophet, Seer, and Revelator.  Mormons believe these prophets have the same divine calling as the Biblical prophets.  The current prophet is Gordon B. Hinckley.  He is called to guide the church through revelation, and will serve his position until death.  The senior apostle will then become the new President of the Church

The General Authorities:

The General Authorities direct the work of the whole Church around the world.  They include the First Presidency, the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, and the First and Second Quorums of the Seventy.

The Area and Local Authorities:

These authorities include all other Quorums of the Seventy, Mission Presidents, Stake Presidents, Bishops, and other quorum presidents.

Schedules: Tuesday–Friday Every hour from 7:00AM to 8:00PM
      Saturday Every hour from 7:00AM to 4:00PM

Communications: When satellite-video-conferencing was first established, Mormons were one of the first organizations to take advantage of the technology.  They have meetings that involve every stake and congregation usually twice a year.  Main addresses come from Utah, but include all other members through the video-conferencing.  Congregations will frequently communicate with other nearby congregations.  The primary use of these communications is to aid the presidents in directing their followers.
History of Mormonism


The origin of Mormons is dated back to around 500-600BC when the contemporary prophet Jeremiah wrote the Book of Mormon. Another unnamed prophet took his family and another family as directed by God to travel away from Jerusalem due to the danger of the coming crusades. They settled somewhere in the East Arabia shore and built a boat. From there they were guided to cross the Indian and pacific oceans and landed in Guatemala around 600BC slightly after. The families that were there generally spoke Hebrew and wrote in Egyptian which they used to write the original book of Mormon. The book was later buried by the prophet Moroni where it would be found by Joseph Smith over a thousand years later.


Joseph Smith was born in Sharon, Vermont and was 14 and living in New York with his parents when he first heard the call to Mormonism. He earnestly wanted to devote himself to a religion, and prayed to God for the answer. He heard God’s voice say that neither of the religions before him were the correct ones to worship. Smith remained nondenominational, an act that would give him criticism and mistreatment from his peers. Later in life he would be visited by an angelic being that would instruct him where to find the book of Mormon and how to start. The angel Moroni appeared to Joseph on 21 September, 1823. When Smith found the book, the Egyptian that was on it was representative of Hebrew, and to that extent is considered a “reformed Egyptian” language. The Egyptian characters saved space on the Golden Plates that were used for pages in the book and Joseph Smith had to use a divinely inspired translation device to translate the plates. His wife helped him with this work due to his relative illiteracy, but he also received help from a man named Oliver Cowdery and they would spend the next few years translating the work at a pace of 10 pages per day. The first edition was very bad, its grammar and translations were difficult given the Hebrew idioms that needed to be put into more recent terms. By 1830 Joe Smith began to organize the church of Mormon, and would lead his followers around America in search of a place where they could settle down and live in peace. However Smith was killed by a mob in 1844, he was shot several times while trying to escape through a window. 


Eventually the leadership would fall to Brigham Young, and the Mormons would be leave Missouri altogether. From there many Mormon families would move eastward to Illinois and settle in Nauvoo. While there was a crisis on the leadership of the Mormons, Brigham Young would take the majority of the followers across the Great Plains and into what would later be known as Utah. It is Brigham Young that would instate the Quorum of 12 apostles that would continue leading the Latter day Saints into today. 


-Special Thanks to Robert Grant for providing most of the historical information
Mission Statement
"We [Mormons] believe in being honest, true, chaste, benevolent, virtuous, and in doing good to all men” (Joseph Smith) … “If there is anything virtuous, lovely, or of good report or praiseworthy, we seek after these things" (Articles of Faith 1:13).  Latter-day Saints do not claim to be perfectly virtuous, nor do they think that others do not display great virtues. However, they believe that their religious beliefs must be translated into daily living.
