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Introduction Page

Contact information: (Dylan)

Sikh Gurdwara – San Jose

3636 Murillo Ave

San Jose, CA 95148

Phone #: 408-274-9373


Fax #: 408-274-3712
E-mail: sjgurdwara@sbcglobal.net
I talked to a Mr. Harinder Anand, his personal cell: 408-595-2369.
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Mr. Harinder Anand work with a Mr. Harbhajan Johal. Both men work as office volunteers for the Gurdwara (a Sikh Temple)

Web sites & resources presented by contacts: (Dylan)

www.sikhgurdwarasj.org ( this is the Gurdwara of San Jose’s web site
www.allaboutsikhs.com ( general information about the religion
http://www.saldef.org/publications/files/Welcome_to_the_Gurdwara.PDF ( this has information about visiting a Gurdwara

(They also sent us these three following documents)

Guru Nanak’s Message, Highlights on Sikhism, & Significance of Langar (Community Kitchen) in Sikhism

Interviewees:
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History:

Guru Nanak Dev Ji founded the Sikh religion in 1507.  Engaging in a strong personal quest to find truth he took an interest in the teachings of the Hindus and Muslims living in India.  One day he had a revelation when god sent him on a mission to spread the simple message, “There is no Hindu, there is no Muslim,” meaning that in god’s eyes, all are the same, all are equal.  Guru Nanak (as he is called for short) traveled throughout much of the region surrounding India, spreading a message of love for fellow man as a means to earn the love of god.  Guru Nanak built a following for his message, and after him, 9 subsequent gurus molded the Sikh religion into a vibrant culture with history, traditions and other distinctive characteristics. (Billy)

Each Guru contributed substantially to the evolution of this religious tradition into what it has become today.  These contributions include compilations of significant chants, hymns and writings, construction of temples, additions and revisions to basic Sikh teachings.  Probably the most significant of these were those of the 9th and 10th gurus, Guru Tegh Bahadur and Guru Gobind Singh Ji.  In 1675, Guru Tegh was asked by the Hindu Brahmins to help them avoid forced conversion to Islam.  Upon going to speak to the emperor, he was told to accept Islam or die.  He told the Muslim emperor in response that while Hinduism was not his own faith, and while he did not agree with all of their beliefs and traditions, he would defend their right to live according to their own beliefs.  In reaction, he was tortured and put to death on November 11, 1675.  This solidified what already was a natural tendency among Sikhs towards defending the downtrodden in the promotion of freedom.  With the 9th martyrdom of the 9th guru, the Sikhs took up a charter to defend the freedom and equality of all no matter what. (Billy)

As a relatively young religion, much of the Sikh history can be considered modern.  As compared to many older religious traditions, their ideals are very progressive.  As such, the Sikhs have never sought converts, so the expansion of the Sikh beliefs has largely come from the spreading of Sikhs out into various parts of the world, and establishing communities among new populations.  As a result, the world population of Sikhs has reached some 23 million people, and there presence is felt all over the world. (Billy)

General Beliefs:
Founded over 500 years ago, Sikhism has grown rapidly and is now the fifth largest organized religion of the world. Sikhism is accepting and open to all other religions, through the teachings of its 10 Gurus combined in the Sikh Holy Book, the Living Guru, Sri Guru Granth Sahib. The 10 Gurus lived between 1469 and 1708 and taught a universal equality and devotion to God. “Guru” means teacher in Sanskrit. To Sikhs, it means the divine guidance to mankind that is passed. (Kelly)

The general beliefs that Sikhism encompasses are: there is only one God, God cannot take Human form, the goal of life is to be one with God, and all people are equal – a King has the same status as a peasant. It does not matter to God what faith you have as long as it is in Him. Sikhs are expected to go to the Gurdwara to pray daily. (Kelly)

Leadership Structure:

The Sikh’s do have priests, but they do not necessarily run the services or the Temple. The Gurdwara depends highly on community involvement to run daily activities. Both laymen and women can conduct religious readings or services. Volunteers teach classes to younger community members about Sikh history, culture, practices and beliefs. A committee of community members runs the expansion of the Gurdwara. This committee also is responsible for the management of financials and office work within the Gurdwara community. (Dylan)

About the San Jose Gurdwara Property:

The property was purchased in 1996 for $2.2 million, but construction of the first phase of the building was not completed until about 2001. Before this site was used, the Sikhs of San Jose rented a community center for their activities. The property is located in the east hills of San Jose and has a spectacular view of the south bay. At night, the Gurdwara is illuminated and can be seen from far away. (Kelly)

Community involvement:

Every Fourth of July, the Gurdwara in San Jose invites the South Bay community to their property for a view of the fireworks and free Indian food and Ice cream. Look for ads in the San Jose Mercury News. (Kelly)

Non-Sikhs are always welcome to visit the Gurdwara and attend evening services; however the Sikh community does not want to convert anyone to their faith, and encourages each person to be a good believer in their own faith. (Kelly)
Anyone is invited to eat at the Langer (community kitchen) to eat vegetarian food only. This Gurdwara in particular does not, that I could find, have any of its own programs that directly interacts with the community, but they do promote other Sikh organization that do. One group is called Sikh American Legal Defense and Education Fund (SALDEF). This group is for the equal treatment of Sikhs in America and has connections with Muslim groups in America. This camaraderie is to address racial crimes and profiling in America. One of the more recent issues Sikh’s have faced in the Bay Area is the shooting of Sikh cab drivers in 2003.  (Dylan)
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View up from the 1st floor of the dome. 

Recent News: (March 2007 News) 
Is a turban the same as a hat?
http://www.saldef.org/content.aspx?a=1644&z=8&title=

A Costa Mesa, CA bar is being criticized for turning away a Sikh student (wearing a turban) justified through their “no-hat” rule. (Kelly)

First Ever Sikh Photo Exhibition

http://fightingprejudice.eventbrite.com/

March 3rd to March 31st in New York: a showing of the photo exhibition titled “Fighting Prejudice with Votes: Sikhs in New York”. (Kelly)
Gurdwara of San Jose





Alter of the Sri Guru Granth Sahib (Sikh Holy Book)
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