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Description


Mission Statement

The mission of the Chung Tai Zen Center at Sunnyvale, CA is to teach the truths of Buddhism and lead all sentient beings to the attainment of liberation through the practice of Chan meditation.


History

On September 1, 2001, after ten years of planning and construction, Chung Tai Chan Monastery celebrated its grand opening.  Located in Puli, Taiwan, the monastery building is 150 meters tall and sits on a lotus hill of sixty acres. Its architecture embodies modern day technology and artistry, serving to unify religion, academic research, culture, and the arts. Chung Tai not only preserves the tradition of Zen Buddhism, but also serves as an international center committed to elevating and furthering the study of Buddhism as well as Buddhist art, culture and history. 


The tireless Master was equally committed to spreading Zen Buddhism to the West. In October 2000, Venerable Wei Chueh sent five bhiksus across the Pacific Ocean to establish Buddha Gate Monastery, the first overseas branch of Chung Tai Chan Monastery. Located on 17 acres of land on top of a scenic hill in Lafayette, across the bay from San Francisco, Buddha Gate Monastery now offers different levels of Zen Buddhism and meditation classes in English and Chinese as well as various Buddhist services and celebrations. 


In response to the overwhelming demand of for the teaching of Zen Buddhism in the Silicon Valley area, the Grand Master Wei Chueh established another Zen Center in the South Bay, namely the Chung Tai Zen Center of Sunnyvale. Master Jian Hu, who served as the first Abbot of Buddha Gate Monastery from inception through March 2004, now heads the Sunnyvale Zen Center.  In replacement, Master Jian Pin, formerly the Dean of the Nun’s Division of the Chung Tai Buddhist Institute in Taiwan, serves as the new Abbot of Buddha Gate Monastery.

Master Jian Hu
Master Jian Hu, educated in the forefront of western sciences yet with a deep affection for classical Chinese culture, is uniquely suited to bridging the gap between the East and the West. He speaks fluently both in English and in Chinese, giving both elementary and advanced lessons in the meditative practice taught by the Buddha himself.  Under the Master's patient and compassionate guidance, students learn that enlightenment must be achieved by one's own efforts. The Master also conducts informal discussion groups where students can ask questions freely; he always finds time for personal consultation. His students deeply admire his wisdom as well as his patience and humor. Benefiting much from the Master's teachings, they return week after week.  Through him they will discover their luminous Buddha nature. Through him they will travel with joy the direct road to enlightenment.


Community Involvement



Dharma Youth in Silicon Valley

Bi-monthly get-together for high school and college students to learn about Buddhism and applying it to life and school.



Ancient Wisdom Enhancing School of Mindfulness and Enlightenment (AWESOME)


Program for children and youth ages 6-14. Students learn to sharpen their awareness and concentration through meditation and physical exercise in weekly classes.


Inter-religious Work


Interfaith Dialogues

Part of the Zen Center’s commitment to serving the communities. The Abbot and other Dharma Masters continue to bring Buddhism to the forefront at various interfaith meetings, events, and conferences in the region such as “Breaking Bread Together,” an interfaith reunion in the South Bay, and “Holy Convergence,” a gathering and panel discussion among different faiths in the East Bay.


Leadership Structure



Master Wei Chueh



Master Jian Hu



Jian Tan and other Dharma Masters



Lay volunteers


Recent News


The Chung Tai Zen Center of Sunnyvale has moved out of their previous location and is currently in an interim location while they are renovating the previous structure. After renovation, the one story, 20,000 sq. ft. premise will provide four times the space of the existing center. Currently, the services and classes are held at the Sunnyvale park community center. 
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