Frances Dwyer
Evolutionist Website Evaluation

Website: Understanding Evolution 

http://evolution.berkeley.edu
I. Characterization:  The Understanding Evolution website goes through 
many interesting aspects that one would need to know about evolution and how it would relate to anyone, no matter whether they believed in evolution or not.  This website has an interesting way of bringing up information that has to do with the debate of creationism versus evolutionism.  Under one of their links they have a webpage set up by the National Center for Science Education (NCSE), they have a list of what important events have taken place in the last 60 days pertaining to evolution or creationism.  Some of these were announcements about 
Darwin Day and a congratulations for, “Eugenie C. Scott along with nine science teachers who had been on front lines of the evolution wars, is receiving the American Association for Advancement of Science’s 2006 Award for Scientific Freedom and Responsibility” (Understanding, P1).   They also wrote about any State board of education or legislature that was confronted with a case pertaining to the education of creationism or evolution.  This website declares that evolution is the way to understanding how humans came about rather than creation.  They say evolution is, “the best, most accurate explanation we have for the variety we see in the living world, resulting from the research and experimentation of thousands of scientists for over a century”(Understanding P.3). They do say as well that evolution does in no way contradict religion or force a person to lose morality. 


The website also has links to the background of the evolution versus creation controversies over the years in America.  They have some background information about the Scopes trial and what happened in it.  They then go on to talk about more up to date cases that are going on.  Although it may seem the creationists would have stopped fighting after so many losing battles this is not the case, “during 1999-2000 NCSE learned of a new state or local problem more than once a week…for a total of 143”(Understanding, P.4).  The creationist have not stopped fighting as it can be shown, they recreate their battle tactics.  One question the website answers is, “what is creationism”?  It does this by having a full page devoted to answering just that question.  The page gives a list of all the different forms of creationism; such as, flat Earthers, young Earth creationists, and theistic evolutionists, and then gives details explaining each one and what they believe.  The page also offers websites one can go to in order to obtain more information about these different theories of creation.  Under the websites, authors and their books are referred to as well for receiving information.      


     Well looking over the website one can see that there are many issues that it concerns itself with.  The first of these are the legal issues that come up all across America about the teaching of evolution in schools and not creationism.  It brings up some key points that it finds important.  The 1962 case were the Supreme Court ruled that it was unconstitutional to forbid the teaching of evolution is one fact that is very helpful to their cause.  They also write that teachers do not have the freedom of speech in science classroom, but must teach what has the most scientific evidence to back it up.  There are moral issues as well that the webpage writes about.  The biggest are that some creationists feel that evolution goes against religion, which these evolutionist feel is a false statement.  They say that many religious people have a belief in evolution and god.  Another is that the theory of “survival of the fittest” will lead to cruelty, again the websites says this is false and that, “for many kinds of animals, and certainly for humans, cooperation and kindness help survival of individuals and of groups”(Understanding, P5).  
II.

Evaluation:  Although this website helped me to see how a modest evolutionist would feel, I don’t think this was the best website to learn form.  The basic webpage was not very assessable to links and it was difficult to find information at first.  The webpage was more geared toward learning and teaching the basics of evolution, they had many links for teachers to learn how to explain it easily.  I found most of my information off of the frequently asked questions link, which many people would not go to looking for information.  Besides not being set up in the most user friendly way, I do feel this website was more balanced than most evolutionist webpage’s, with providing information about creationism.  One would be able to learn many different creationists’ beliefs from this site, while they might not by looking at just one of the creationists’ sites,



“Part 1 of this article examines varieties of Christian Creationism, because Christianity in its various forms is by far the most religion in the United States….Since creationism grades gradually into evolution, part 1 also considers evolutionary beliefs.  Part 2 considers non-Christian creationism….Creationist ideas through history and non-creationist anti-evolutionism are not covered here (but see the “Further Reading” section.)”.


Many creationist websites only go into detail about one form of creationism, while this website allows one to get information about all of them, including their historical background.  It was also good to have a chart of all the beliefs so see the spectrum of how one belief system compared to an extremist’s evolutionist belief and a extremist’s creationist  belief.    I did feel that the site could have gone into more detail about why they believed in evolution over creationism, but I think they believed they showed this with all the scientific background of evolution.  



I did like how this page brought together cases from the past an explained them and also talked about cases happening now or in the very recent past.   This helped to show how big of a topic this really is and how it is not just going to end soon.  The NCSE on their link also wrote to the reader that if they encountered any problems with teaching evolution that they should contact the NCSE for help, consultation, or for information to help them seek justice.  This made it seem like the battle between creationists and evolutionists was really happening all around us.  This webpage seeks to protect all teachers and learners of evolution from being denied their right to learn from activist and conservative creationists.   

