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Most people think that there are few choices of how to manage transportation systems.  Politicians, bureaucrats and 
private special interests capitalize on this misperception to constantly propose more and more expensive projects.  
Bringing BART to San Jose is a good example of this.  VTA is spending an additional $185 million in taxes over the 
next two years just for studies (& “track issues”) of the project, in hopes of getting partial Federal funding for the $4.7 
Billion dollar (presently estimated) cost of extending BART from Fremont to Santa Clara (16.3 miles = $288+ 
million/mile).  Randal O’Toole will talk about the economics of BART and alternatives which offer a dramatic 
increase in what we want, Transit Decongestion, via common-sense rethinking and transportation systems changes.  

     Randal O'Toole is an economist who has studied public land management, urban planning, and transportation 
issues for more than three decades. He is the author of A Desire Named Streetcar: How Federal Subsidies Encourage 
Wasteful Local Transit Systems, and Great Rail Disasters: Analysis of Rail Transit Systems in the U.S. and many other 
articles and books and has taught at Yale, UC Berkeley, and Utah State University.  He has been the Director of the 
American Dream Coalition since 2003, is a Director for the Independence Institute’s Center for the American Dream, 
is a Senior economist for the Thoreau Institute and is a Cato Institute Senior Fellow. 

The Jefferson Club was founded as a private, voluntary organization in 1997 to develop an ongoing practical dialog among free market thinkers 
and technology entrepreneurs and engineers.  Our Mission is to help forge a path to a free and productive society through unfettered commerce 

and technology, well regulated by private, contractual agreements.  Toward that end, the Jefferson Club undertakes to:  
 

      * Schedule presentations by free market thinkers to technology entrepreneurs and engineers.  
     * Provide a forum for discussion of economic, political, and social issues particularly as they impinge on commerce in technology. 

www.JeffersonClub.org          info@jeffersonclub.org          408-505-9041 
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