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The first thing visitors see upon arrival to Kelley Park and its San
Jose Historical Museum is a replica of the gigantic light tower that
briefly straddled the corner of Santa Clara and Market Streets. The
tower was built by J. J. Owen, whose enlightenment interests also
inspired his purchase of the San Jose Mercury, where a poetic
supporter waxed in the premier edition of 1882,

Then all hail the Electrical Sunburst
That can scatter the darkness of earth
May our land be lit up with its splendor,
And thus show all nations its worth . . .
Like a sun for all seasons of darkness,
A daystar for the hours of night.'

Part of Owen’s progressive agenda was to support the fledgling
orchard industry that was gaining a foothold in the Santa Clara
Valley. The labor intensive orchard crops required many more
farmhands than did the wheat and livestock operations of the old
guard. Naively, Owen endorsed the utility of the local Chinese
immigrant community, a good portion of which had come to help
build the San Jose-San Francisco Railway: “we think it can be shown
that the white laborer is actually benefited, and the sphere of his
opportunities for employment actually enlarged by the employment
of Chinese labor.” Threatened by the new orchard economy, the old

* Professor, Department of Political Science, Santa Clara University. The authors thank
Elizabeth Dale for her meticulous research assistance.
** Agsociate, Duane Morris LLP.
1. Minnie R. Rizer, The Electric Light, SAN JOSE DAILY MERCURY, Jan. 1, 1882, at 4.
2. 1.J. Owen, Untitled Editorial, SAN JOSE WEEKLY MERCURY, Mar. 4, 1869, at 2.

123













































