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spirituality of Cesar Chavez.

Napolitano acknowledged the wide continuum of opin-
ions on immigration. At one end, she said, are the
“wall people,” who believe that the problem can be
solved by building a fence at the border. “My response
to them is, ‘Show me a 50-foot wall, and I'll show you
a 51-foot ladder,” she said. At the other end are those
who believe in totally open borders.

Both, Napolitano argued, are wrong. Immigration, she
said, involves the most basic rights of citizenship and
the sovereignty of the nation: “You have to have an
immigration policy that works in order to protect those
fundamental values.”
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Napolitano's view, has suffered from the inability of
Washington to deal with this controversial topic, and,
as a result, the problems have fallen to the states.

In Napolitano's state, that has meant significant costs.
While Napolitano stressed that undocumented workers
are not “leeches” on American entitlement programs
like welfare, their children do go to school and they do
get health care at emergency rooms.

While most are law-abiding residents, if even a small
percentage of the estimated 12-13 million illegal immi-
grants in this country commit crimes, incarcerating
them can be very costly. The federal government is
supposed to pay this bill, and Napolitano has famously
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