University Research Committee Meeting
May 23, 2007
Minutes

Professor Kitty Murphy called the meeting to order. 

1.  Approval of minutes from meeting of Feburary 14, 2007
The minutes were approved without revision.
2.  Vetting of nominations for University Research Awards 
The committee discussed the nominations for both the University Award for Sustained Excellence in Scholarship and the University Award for Recent Achievement in Scholarship. [Recommendations were forwarded to the Provost’s Office on June 22, 2007.]
3.  Brainstorm ideas for possible 07–08 issues
The amount of time spent on vetting nominations for University Research Awards precluded a discussion of possible ideas. Items on the agenda for consideration had been 

a) How to help new faculty coming out of R1 universities adjust to getting 
research done here
b) How to learn more about why some faculty aren’t research productive 
(focus groups of those getting 3s on evaluations? workshops?)

c) Ways to promote interdisciplinary research

To these ideas, Aldo Billingslea added that he’d like to press the College of Arts & Sciences to revisit the use of Digital Measures software for tracking faculty research, teaching and service data so that FARs would be easier to compile.  He is hoping to find 4-5 other department chairs who share his interest. The site license is only $3000/year. 

4.  Update on WASC Teaching Scholar subcommittee progress

Betty Young, member of the URC and Chair of the WASC Self-Study Subcommittee, “Supporting the Teacher Scholar Model,” briefed everyone on the timetable and work of that subcommittee. She reported that the multi-disciplinary group serving on the subcommittee would be meeting on June 13 and would update the URC afterward with their “game plan” for the next two years. She requested that URC members submit topics that the subcommittee should research and study, and hoped also to approach individual departments for a sense of best research practices by discipline.  The subcommittee is keen not to marginalize any campus groups. They are hoping to develop a “game plan” for the next two years’ work this summer, and launch into it in September 2007. 
5.  Report from Sponsored Projects about external reviewers for program review

Postponed for lack of time.

There was no new business.  The committee decided not to meet in June, but to circulate by email the year-end that Kitty will draft.
[Prepared by Kitty Murphy 10.5.07, not approved]

