University Research Committee Meeting
Monday, November 27, 2006

Minutes

Attendees: Kitty Murphy, Aldo Billingslea, Linda Campbell, Stephen Smith, Timothy Urdan, Tokunbo Ogunfunmi, and Brad Joondeph.

Absent: Diane Jonte-Pace and Betty Young.

Professor Kitty Murphy called the meeting to order. 

1.  Review of minutes from October 30 meeting
The minutes were approved without revision.
2.  Scholarship of teaching
Professor Murphy distributed a handout with the main points from the November 1 faculty colloquium on the subject, and she suggested that the committee defer a fuller discussion until a later meeting. She explained that one group that appeared most interested in the question was lecturers with renewable contracts. There was little question that such scholarship would count in some way in evaluation, but the question was how. It appears that there is no university-wide standard on how to count such contributions. Professor Urdan commented that (1) there were significant disciplinary differences on the issue, and (2) there was an important difference between reflection-type writing and scholarship based on data collection and assessment. 

The committee resolved that it would be helpful to know what happens within our various departments and schools. Thus, members of the committee agreed to gather the relevant documents from their respective corners of campus and send them to Professor Murphy prior to the committee’s next meeting.

3.  Reflections on discussion with provost
There was a brief discussion about the meeting with the provost on November 2. The committee reflected on the question of what is valued more, scholarship or teaching; the creation of post-doctorate positions; interdisciplinary research across the university; and research relationships with students, particularly undergraduates.
4.  Updates
Professor Murphy provided the committee with the following updates:

*
The governance meeting revealed that there were a few areas of overlap between the URC and issues that other committees were working on. These included (1) the issue of flexibility in tenure and promotion, currently being examined by the Faculty Affairs Committee and the Women Faculty Group (the URC will be co-sponsoring an event on January 17 at noon in the Kennedy Commons on this issue and work-life balance); the status of lecturers, currently being examined by an ad hoc committee of the Faculty Senate; and the whole issue of the teaching scholar model, which is arising in the context of the upcoming WASC accreditation.

*
There are no longer any presentations allowed to the council of chairs within Arts and Sciences, thus the information about the Community of Scholars (COS) will have to be presented in a different form (unless there is a waiver of the rule).

* 
Don Dodson has been invited to attend the next URC meeting to discuss the WASC survey and the teaching scholar model.

*
There is an additional $20,000 available for FSRAP grants.

5.  Next meeting
The next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, January 24, at 2:30.

